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Zonta Says NOW Community

Zonta International President
• Salla Tuominen

ZI Board Liaison
• Fernanda Gallo Freschi

HQ Liaison 
• Shannon Reilly

Virtual Art Gallery 
Team

Julie Trone*
Mita Mitra

Hilary Norfleet
Sally Anzan Delbeque

Laura Goadwood

SOME Team 
(part biennium)

Pia Hultgren*
Julie Trone
Dee Croft 

Malin Bunnstad Ottosson
Mari Delos Santos
Carole Theobald

Research Team
Karin Lange*
Julie Trone

Angela Brokmann
Mita Mitra

Carole Theobald

North / South America
Think Tank Host Team 

(September/March)
Angela Brokmann*
Judith Ainsworth

Julie Trone

Europe / Africa
Think Tank Host Team 

(November/May)
Karin Lange*
Pia Hultgren

Joan Kabayambi

Asia / Oceania
Think Tank Host Team

(July/January)
Carole Theobald*

Rendy Ng
Sharyl Scott

*Chair

Advocacy Consultant
• Bobbee Cardillo 

o Advocacy Committee
o Zonta Says NO Working Group
o United Nations Committee
o Council of Europe Committee
o National Advocacy Groups

Working Group
Core team (5):  Carole Theobald*, Joan Kabayambi (UNEP), 
Pia Hultgren (social media team), Karin Lange (Research), 

Julie Trone (Virtual Art Gallery) 

 Plus (9): Angela Brokmann (US Caucus), Errick Elavia and Dilruba 
Ahmed (D25), Pamela Morgan (UN), Judith Ainsworth (Canada 

Caucus), Mita Mitra (Supporting Zontian), Hasna Moudud (IUCN), 
Rendy Ng (East Asia), Sharyl Scott (ESCAP)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR EXPERTISE, ENERGY, AND ENTHUSIASM IN 2024-2026

24 in the Working 
Group community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Zonta Says NOW to gender equal climate action campaign is all about putting the Statement on Climate Change into practice. 
Our Zonta Says NOW working group consists of 14 members plus our Board Liaison, Headquarters liaison and our Advocacy consultant who keeps us connected with the wider advocacy community.
CLICK We created three teams to coordinate the Virtual Art Gallery, conduct research for our resources and for a short time, to inspire social media. We co-opt additional members with specialized skills onto the teams as needed.
CLICK We have three additional teams to host the Intercontinental Think Tanks in North/South America, Europe/Africa, and Asia/Oceania.
CLICK 24 committed Zontians have shared their Zonta Spirit in this Zonta Says NOW community, and I want to recognize and thank everyone involved with Zonta Says NOW in this biennium for their expertise, energy and enthusiasm.



Zonta Says NOW Community

20 Catch-Ups

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Working Group has met 20 times this biennium with everyone kept informed by notes and slides as we follow a PowerPoint agenda.




Intercontinental Think Tanks
Intercontinental Think Tanks 2024-2026 Biennium, so far

Date Registered Participated Hosted by

21 July 2024 49 21 Oceania/Asia

8 September 2024 90 67 N/S Americas

10 November 2024 146 60 Europe/Africa

12 January 2025 144 44 Oceania/Asia

14 March 2025 (CSW F2F) 90 27 Working Group

11 May 2025 65 28 Europe/Africa

13 July 2025 63 28 Oceania/Asia

14 September 2025 147 38 N/S Americas

9 November 2025 60 35 Europe/Africa

11 January 2026 44 31 Oceania/Asia

12 March 2026 (CSW Zoom) 140 30 Working Group

10 May 2026 78 24 Working Group

TOTALS 1116 441

12 Think Tanks
• 1116 registrations
• 441 participants

• Average 93 
registrants and 37 
participants per 
Think Tank

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our flagship events have been our Intercontinental Think Tanks. 
They are designed for members and guests to learn more about climate justice from informed speakers and discuss ideas in breakout rooms.
Think Tanks are held bi-monthly and alternate through three time zones, so they are accessible to as many Zontians as possible.
From our Zoom stats, we can see we had 1116 registrations and 441 participants in these online Think Tanks.




Zonta Says NOW Recordings
• 11 Recordings
• 662 views

5547 33 74

51 60 84 30

25 61 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We record the Think Tanks and they have been viewed 662 times on YouTube.



Intercontinental Think Tank Themes

July 2024
Education for 
a sustainable 

world

September 2024 
Leading 

conversations 
around women’s 

health and climate 
change

November 2024 
International 

financial 
architecture and 
climate justice

January 2025
Menstrual 
health and 

sustainability

March 2025  
(NGO CSW F2F)
Climate justice 
solutions from 

the heart

May 2025
Gender 
equal 

climate 
justice in 

Africa: men 
working with 

women 

14 External Speakers:
• Dr Eugene Cordero, 

USA
• Jennie Sinclair, Sweden
• Saadat Nakyejwe Kimuli, 

Uganda
• Dipisha Bhujel, Nepal
• Dr Chris Ugwu, Nigeria
• Mr Kayinga Muddu 

Yisito, Uganda
• Carole Shaw, Australia
• Dr Megan Wolff, USA
• Teena Halbig, USA
• Lyubov Maksymovich, 

Ukraine
• Hadise Jafari, 

Luxembourg
• Dr Elizabeth Kostas-

Polston, USA
• Huey Yoong, Malaysia
• Krista Milne, Australia

July 2025
Women’s 

rights on the 
climate 
frontline

September 2025
Toxic truths about 
plastic, pollution 

and health

November 2025
Earth for all – how 

gender-equal 
climate justice 

could stop wars 
and conflicts

January 2026
How cities 

can lead to a 
just and 
climate-
resilient 
future

March 2026 
(NGOCSW 

online)
Transform 

climate action: 
women as 

leaders and 
decision 

makers for 
sustainable 

change

May 2026
Transform 

climate 
action: 

women as 
leaders and 

decision 
makers for 
sustainable 

change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Think Tanks are themed and have covered many aspects of climate justice.
We have had 14 external specialist speakers this biennium from 9 different countries who have helped us to explore ‘green’ education and have conversations about climate change. 
We have learned about financing climate justice, menstrual health sustainability, leading from the heart and working with men. 
CLICK We now understand the challenges facing Pacific Island women, how plastic pollution affects women’s health, have joined the dots between climate and conflict, and learned how to make cities climate-resilient.
At the NGO CSW this year, our online workshop focused on women and sustainable decision making - and we kept with this theme for the remainder of the biennium.



Intercontinental Think Tank Updates
• 18 Updates
• Monthly to 

August 2025, 
then bi-monthly

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Intercontinental Think Tank Updates originally were monthly, and following a survey of members, were reduced to bi-monthly from August 2025.  
These focus on key global climate-related issues and highlight Think Tank activity.
We have produced 17 Updates this biennium so far 



Intercontinental Think Tank Updates
Updates sent to 
589 contacts on 
Intercontinental 

Think Tank 
Mailing list

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
and the last one will be next week’s June update.  As you can see they are colourful and informative.
The Updates are sent to the 589 Zontians on the Intercontinental Think Tank mailing list.




Earth Day Campaign 2025

4 Activities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Earth Day is a special time for Zonta Says NOW.
Shannon and the team at headquarters did a great job to elevate equality on Earth Day in 2025 with 4 activities that asked us to:
Support local sustainability groups and businesses and recognise their efforts with a certificate.
Support local disaster response initiatives, and our Zonta Says NOW disaster-ready guides were useful here.
Lead the conversation about gender equality and climate with a letter template for clubs to use
And support the Zonta Says Now Think Tanks and the Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery.



Earth Day Campaign 2026

4 Activities for 
2026 Campaign

Step Forward Activity

Virtual Art Gallery 
2026 Collection launch

Pairing Gender Equality 
with Climate Justice

International Statement
Countersigned by 10 

organisations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the 2026 Earth Day Campaign there were 4 activities that included:
CLICK Pairing gender equality with climate justice using artwork on a foot-shaped template, 
CLICK Answering questions in the Step Forward activity, which was a lot of fun in my own club 
CLICK Releasing an International Statement on Earth Day that was countersigned by 10 women’s organisations.
CLICK The launch of the 2026 Collection of the Virtual Art Gallery.



Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery
25 entries in 2024
45 entries in 2025

2025 Collection

Participation from 22 Districts covering Asia, Australia, North America, Europe and Africa 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The annual collection for the Virtual Art Gallery is launched on Earth Day on 22 April.
There were 25 entries in 2024 and 45 in 2025.



Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery
35 entries in 2026

2026 Collection
Participation from 22 Districts covering Asia, Australia, North America, Europe and Africa 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There were 35 entries in 2026.
Zontians and their families can enter and the gallery so far has attracted entries from 22 districts covering Asia, Australia, North America, Europe, and Africa.




Zonta Says NOW Resources
• 3 Fact Sheets
• 1 Research Paper
• 1 Infographic

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Zonta Says NOW library grew this biennium to include five new education resources.
The three new fact sheets covered why we need gender equal climate justice, women’s economic opportunities in the context of climate change and the final one was women and sustainable decision making.
We got carried away with this last one and the fact sheet grew to become a research paper.  
Therefore, we created a summary fact sheet and an infographic to accompany it.
For the rest of the biennium, we aim to show Zontians how to use the Women and Sustainable Decision Making resources.




Zonta Says NOW Videos
2 Advocacy Videos
2 Awareness videos

1295 views 1367 views
Virtual Art Gallery

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We worked closely with the Advocacy Committee on a webinar that took A Closer Look at Zonta Says NOW and also developed the Zonta Says NOW advocacy training module with them.
CLICK
Our Art Gallery team developed the video for the Virtual Art Gallery that combined climate justice messages with images from the gallery in a very artistic way.  
This video has been viewed nearly 1300 times.
Similarly, our video showing why we need Zonta Says NOW has been viewed 1367 times.



Other Actions
• Climate justice 

advocacy
• ESG contribution

Zonta Says NOW team prepared a paper 
for the ZI Board. They explored these 
issues through a climate justice lens:
• Female UN Secretary General
• Gender responsive provisions in the Crimes 

Against Humanity Convention
• Strengthening global financial systems to 

improve climate justice
• Establishing a Youth Advisory Board

Collaborated with Helen Bowie and 
Pamela Morgan to progress ideas

ESG contribution: Calculating 
Zonta’s carbon footprint

Drafted submission

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In recent weeks Angela, Julie and Karin from the working group attended CSW70 in New York.
Besides co-hosting our online event, they were inspired to develop a paper for the Board.
CLICK The paper explored issues raised at CSW from a climate justice perspective, including
The importance of having a female UN Secretary General
Incorporating gender responsive provisions in the Crimes Against Humanity Convention
Strengthening global financial systems to improve climate justice and
Establishing a Youth Advisory Board to Zonta International  
We appreciated the help of Helen Bowie and Pamela Morgan to progress the ideas.
CLICK We also appreciated their help when we drafted a submission to the UN Sea Level Rise Declaration.
CLICK Finally, we have also been contributing to calculating Zonta’s carbon footprint for the ESG report through the ESG team.



Other Actions
Collaboration

Building a relationship with 
MenEngage at NGO69

Zonta International is a 
member of the WGC

Our access to 
the UNFCCC

Joan Kabayambi attends 
meetings in Nairobi on the  

Global Plastics Treaty Zonta International a Partner

Sharyl Scott at the Asia-Pacific 
Forum on Sustainable Development 

in Bangkok 

Zonta represented at events at Women Deliver

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I want to acknowledge Sharyl Scott Zonta International’s representative at ESCAP and Joan Kabayambi our representative at the UNEP who kept us updated on issues in the Asia Pacific and the progress of the Global Plastics Treaty.
CLICK At last year’s CSW, we connected with MenEngage, attending one of their sessions, and included one of their young members in our Zonta Says NOW presentation. Our team was filmed by another MenEngage member to help his work with young men in New York.
CLICK Zonta is now a member of the Women and Gender Constituency, enabling the working group to engage more effectively with the UNFCCC in Bonn on climate justice issues.
CLICK Zonta International was also a partner at the Women’s Earth and Climate Action Network’s online Global Assembly for Climate Justice.
CLICK In April, the Women Deliver event in Melbourne provided an international networking opportunity for Zontians down under with Bridget Mather presenting for Zonta International in a UNICEF session about child marriage.




Other Events

1 Networking event
1 Walk
1 Face to face 
workshop
1 Virtual Workshop

Virtual Event
Friday 10 July 
1.00 pm to 2pm Vancouver time

Partners for Zonta Convention joining us 
for the Walk and face-to- face workshop

Face-to-Face Event
Saturday 11 July 
1.00 pm to 2.30 pm Vancouver time

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What else is happening?
CLICK In July, there is the Convention in Vancouver, where the team will be heavily involved with the Zonta Says NOW virtual event, the Walk and a face-to-face workshop.
The workshops will both focus on women and sustainable decision-making.
We have teamed up with Women4Climate in Vancouver for both the Walk and the face-to-face workshop to demonstrate how collaboration can work in practice. 



Transition to 2026-2028

We are now in a good 
position to consolidate.

Climate justice is a 
relatively new area 
for Zonta, so this 

biennium, we went 
‘all out’ to engage, 
raise awareness, 

and educate 
members

Zonta’s 
4 

causes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Working Group has been well aware that, at the start of the biennium, there were large sections of the Zonta community that could not understand why climate justice was listed among our causes.
CLICK Therefore, this biennium, we went ‘all out’ to engage with members, raise awareness and educate – as shown by our Think Tanks, Updates and resources.
We have also sought to collaborate with like-minded organisations and expand alliances.
Now that we have justified why climate justice is one of the four causes, it is time to reassess our way forward and consolidate our activities.




Transition to 2026-2028

Zonta’s 
4 

causes

UPDATES
• No longer needed.  
• They have served their 

purpose.
• Finish at the end of the 

biennium.

THINK TANKS
• Transform to conversation 

circles to discuss all of Zonta’s 
causes.

• Revisit frequency.

Considerations for a way forward

RESOURCES
• Refresh existing resources.
• Spend more time showing 

members how to use them.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For a start in the next biennium, we see that CLICK we will no longer need the Updates as they have served their purpose. 
CLICK It may be time to transform the Think Tanks into a conversation circle style format where climate justice advocacy issues can be discussed along with Zonta’s other causes. 
The frequency may change to fit into Zonta’s busy calendar.
CLICK Our Zonta Says NOW library has enough content.  We need to refresh the existing resources and spend more time showing members how to use them effectively.
Onwards and upwards!





Zonta Says NOW Working Group

Thank you to our 
wonderful team for 

making this 
possible.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is my last year Chairing the Working Group and what a privilege it has been. 
I look forward to seeing Zonta Says NOW mature and effectively play its part in building a better world for women and girls
Thank you.



Zonta Says NOW

2024-2026
Reflections
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