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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Carole – check recording is on, make Sarah a co-host. (Double check multiple users and sound selected)
Carole moves slides.  Sarah lets people in, manages breakout rooms, and checks the chat line.
RENDY
Good morning, good afternoon, and good evening everyone, depending on where you’re joining us from. 
A very warm welcome to the Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think‑Tank for the Asia Pacific and Oceania region. 
My name is Rendy Ng, I am a member of the Zonta Club of New Territories II, and I am joining you today from Hong Kong.
A special welcome to those of you joining from Hong Kong and across Asia, sharing the same time zone with us today. 
Together with Carole, we will be facilitating today’s session. 
I will be introducing Carole in a bit, and I’d also like to acknowledge Sarah Wong from District 17, who is supporting us today with technical coordination, the chatbox and the breakout rooms later. 
Thank you, Sarah, for helping everything run smoothly behind the scenes.
It’s now my pleasure to introduce Carole Theobald, who is the global lead for the Zonta Says NOW campaign.
Carole will officially open our session and share more about Zonta Says NOW.
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Photo: Microsoft 3652

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Thanks Rendy.
First I’d like to do some housekeeping.
Please use the chat line to ask questions and make comments.
Use welcoming and inclusive language.
Ask short, succinct questions.
And answer questions or comments respectfully.
Our meeting is recorded, but the discussion in breakout rooms is not included in the final video.
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CAROLE
This is our program for today
After a short introduction, we will hear from our two speakers and then have a discussion before we share some other Zonta Says NOW news.



Our Think Tank Team Today

Rendy Ng
Zonta Club of New Territories II, 
Hong Kong

Carole Theobald
Zonta Club of Perth, 
Western Australia

4

Huey Yoong
Kuala Lumpur
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Technical Support
Hong Kong

Hosting Team
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Presentation Notes
CAROLE
As Rendy mentioned our hosting team today consists of Rendy and Sarah in Hong Kong, me in Perth  and our guest speakers Huey Yoong in Kuala Lumpur and Krista Milne in Melbourne.
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CAROLE
We’ll now give a short overview of Zonta Says NOW and introduce C40 cities.�



The Train

Increased 
carbon pollution

Causes global heating and 
extreme weather events

Triggering social 
disruption

Magnifying gender 
inequality

Stops the train by taking climate action (Paris Agreement) and closing the 
gender gaps in decision-making, education, economic opportunity, 
disaster preparedness, health and safety

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
We use this train to join the dots between climate change and gender inequality.
CLICK Increased carbon pollution has led to CLICK global heating and more extreme weather events.
Click Floods, fires, storms and droughts cause millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
This social disruption CLICK magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICK Zonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Agreement and closing the gender gaps in decision-making, education, economic opportunity, disaster preparedness, health, and safety - as detailed in our Statement on Climate Change.




Zonta Says NOW 
seeks climate justice 
for women and girls

So women and girls can 
prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the 
impacts of climate change on the same basis as men

1.2 Billion climate 
refugees by 2050?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
It is sobering to realise that, if we don’t act now, there could be 1.2 billion climate refugees by 2050.
Imagine the disruption, poverty and violence.
Zonta says NOW seeks climate justice for women and girls so they can prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.
Back to you Rendy.



What is a C40 City?
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Cities generate over 70% of global CO2 emissions

97 Cities representing 920 million people and 23% of the world’s economy.

C40 cities aim to:

https://www.c40.org/

Halve fossil fuel use by 
2030

Build Climate-Resilient 
Cities Deliver a Fair, Inclusive 

Transition

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RENDY
Thank you, Carole. Before we move into our first speaker, I’d like to briefly set the scene for today’s discussion. 
 You’ll hear frequent reference to C40 cities today. 
C40 Cities is a global network of nearly 100 major cities committed to tackling the climate crisis. 
Importantly, C40 recognises that climate change is not gender‑neutral.
In cities across our region — from Hong Kong to Melbourne — extreme heat is becoming one of the most pressing risks, affecting health, safety, mobility, and care responsibilities, often impacting women and vulnerable communities the most. 


https://www.c40.org/
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With that context, let me introduce our first speaker, Huey Yoong.



Click to edit Master 
subtitle styleHuey Yoong

Head of Implementation 
for East, SEA and 

Oceania at C40 Cities
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• Leads climate action across major cities 
including Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, 
Quezon City, Bangkok and Ho Chi Minh 
City

• Portfolio spans energy transition, net-
zero buildings, climate adaptation and 
climate action

• Studied in London and Melbourne and is 
fluent in six languages

Link to C40 Knowledge Hub
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RENDY
Huey is the Head of Implementation for East, Southeast Asia, and Oceania at C40 Cities, where she leads the delivery of climate action across major cities including Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Quezon City, Bangkok, and Ho Chi Minh City. 
Her work spans energy transition, net‑zero buildings, climate adaptation, and city‑wide climate action.
Prior to joining C40, Huey led urban sustainability initiatives under Malaysia’s National Transformation Program, and previously worked as a management consultant delivering policy and transformation projects across Asia and Africa, including Malaysia’s electric vehicle adoption strategy.
Huey holds a Master’s in Sustainable Cities from King’s College London and brings deep regional and global experience to today’s conversation.
Huey, we’re delighted to have you with us — over to you.
Carole to take off screen share
HUEY SHARES HER SLIDES (Carole spotlights Huey)
Huey stops sharing her screen at the end of her presentation
Rendy – at end of Huey’s presentation (Carole check spotlight still on Huey and adds Rendy)
Thank you so much, Huey, for those powerful insights. 
We now have time for the first three questions. 
Ms. Wong has been monitoring the chatbox and will note any questions for us. 
Huey, I’ll pose the questions to you as they come through
Huey responds to questions.
 Rendy - at the end of questions…
Thank you again, Huey, for your thoughtful responses.
CAROLE SHARES SCREEN



https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/
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RENDY
We now move to our second speaker. 



Click to edit Master 
subtitle styleKrista Milne

Director Climate 
Change and City 

Resilience at the City of 
Melbourne 20

• Co-Chief Heat Officer
• Only 8 in the world

• Develops strategies to cool and heat-
proof cities

• Co-leads Melbourne’s net-zero by 2040 
agenda and climate adaptation efforts.

Link to the City of 
Melbourne’s 
Sustainability and 
Climate Action page
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RENDY
It’s my pleasure to introduce Krista Milne, who brings deep leadership and practical experience in climate resilience at the city level.
Krista is the Director of Climate Change and City Resilience and co–Chief Heat Officer at the City of Melbourne, one of only eight global Chief Heat Officers focused on protecting communities from extreme heat and helping cities adapt to rising temperatures.
She co‑leads the team delivering Melbourne’s net‑zero by 2040 agenda, alongside the city’s broader climate adaptation and resilience efforts.
With over 25 years of experience spanning climate action, environmental policy, regulation, and corporate sustainability, Krista is widely recognised as a leading voice on urban resilience and sustainability transformation.
Krista, thank you for joining us today—over to you.

[Carole to take off screen share]
[KRISTA TO SHARE HER SCREEN]
[Carole to check spotlight is on Krista]
[Rendy - at the end of the presentation says...]

Thank you very much, Krista, for that insightful and engaging presentation.
We’ll now take the first three questions from the chatbox.
 Sarah Wong has been monitoring the chat and will flag those for us.
[After Q&A]
Krista, as you’ll be needing to leave us shortly, I’d like to thank you sincerely for making the time to join us today and for sharing your experience and leadership on climate resilience and extreme heat.
Your insights from the City of Melbourne have added tremendous value to today’s discussion. 
We truly appreciate your contribution, and we wish you a very good rest of the day.
Thank you, Krista.


https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/sustainability-and-climate-action
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/sustainability-and-climate-action
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RENDY
We’re now moving into our breakout room discussions, which are a key part of today’s Think‑Tank.
Ms. Wong will help to place you into one of four breakout rooms, and each room will have one reflective question to guide your discussion. 
The aim is not to reach consensus, but to share perspectives, surface insights, and reflect on how today’s discussion connects to your own contexts and experiences.



• What insight from today 
most changed your 
thinking?

• How can cities prioritize to 
protect women from 
extreme heat?

10 minutes.
One spokesperson per group to report back

DISCUSSION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RENDY
The question for discussion is: 
Based on today’s discussion, what key insight most challenged your thinking, and how can cities and civil society move beyond gender‑neutral approaches to design climate actions—particularly around extreme heat—that improve outcomes for women and girls in ways that are effective, sustainable, and avoid burnout?

[Sarah to create up to 4 breakout rooms, use random selection for participants]




FEEDBACK 
AND 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RENDY
Welcome back, everyone, and thank you for the rich discussions. 
We’ll now hear brief feedback from each group—around two minutes per group. I’ll invite each group in turn to share one or two key insights or reflections.
What were the insights and priorities in Group 1? Group 2? Group 3? Group 4?
[Spokesperson from each group to share key insights and priorities]
Thank you to all the groups for those thoughtful reflections. 
Huey, I’d now like to invite you to respond to the feedback we’ve just heard, drawing on your own experience.
[Huey responds….]
Thank you, Huey, for your response and for staying with us. 
We have a few remaining questions from the chatbox, which Ms. Wong has noted. 
Huey, thank you once again for your generosity, leadership, and insights today.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RENDY
And now, I’d like to hand the session back to Carole, who will draw together the key themes, share closing reflections, and introduce what’s next for Zonta Says NOW. 
Thank you all for joining us—especially those across different time zones—and for your continued commitment to climate justice for women and girls.

CAROLE:  Thank you Rendy
[Summarise common themes and emerging priorities]



Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery
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Entries received before 8 March (IWD) 
will go into the

 2026 Collection
 that will be

 launched on Earth Day (22 April)

www.zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org 
Commerce City by Marta Lindrose
Zonta Foothills Club of Boulder County
D12, Colorado, USA

…this abstract painting depicts the pollution and environmental concerns 
that I have due to my not believing what we are being told about the 
safety of their industry.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Have you thought about what you will do for the Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery?
This painting is from the 2025 collection and is by USA Zontian Marta Lindrose, who is frustrated with the oil and gas industry. She says
this abstract painting depicts the pollution and environmental concerns that I have due to my not believing what we are being told about the safety of their industry.
What will you create?  A painting, a drawing, a quilt, a poem, a dance, a sculpture, a song??  Or something completely different?
Zontians and their families are encouraged to create something that shows how they feel about climate change and the world we live in today.
Entries received before 8 March (IWD) will go into the 2026 Collection that will be launched on Earth Day (22 April)
This 3-minute video will hopefully inspire you to create something today.



http://www.zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org/
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Link to the promotional video for the 
Virtual Art Gallery

https://zontasaysnow.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ZONTA-Virtual-Art-Gallery-Promo-Video-for-Earth-Day-2026-Launch.mp4
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ZONTA-Virtual-Art-Gallery-Promo-Video-for-Earth-Day-2026-Launch.mp4


March Think Tank = NGO CSW event

• Thursday 12 March 
• 8.30 pm to 10 pm in New York

• Friday 13 March
• 12.30 am UTC

• Friday 13 March
• 11.30 am to 1.00 pm Sydney

Theme:  Women and Sustainable 
Decision-Making

During 
NGO 
CSW

And
 Sydney 
Climate 
Action 
Week

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Our next Think Tank will be very special.
Working Group members will host this online event live from NGO CSW in New York.
We will be showcasing our Women and Sustainable Decision Making resources.
The event will be held at 8.30 pm on Thursday 12 March in New York – which will be 11.30 am on Friday 13 March in Sydney.
This is during Sydney Climate Action Week where Australian Zontians will also be co-hosting a gender day event on the 10th March. 




Convention – 11-14 July

Zonta Says NOW Walk – 11 July

Applied to host a 
Zonta Says NOW 
Workshop 11 July

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Have you registered for the convention in Vancouver that takes place from 11 to 14 July?
We hope to have two Zonta Says NOW events that you can be a part of!
We will start the day with the first Zonta Says NOW walk at a Convention and then potentially enjoy a Zonta Says NOW workshop later in the day! 
Convention is a great time to catch up with your Think Tank friends and share the Zonta spirit.




Find out more about
 Zonta Says NOW  at

zonta.org/zontasaysnow
or email:

 info@zontasaysnow.org.au

Thank you.
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CAROLE
Thank you Rendy for bringing today’s session together and a special thank you to our wonderful speakers for their presentations.
Thank you also to everyone who joined us from around the world. Your engagement reminds us that gender equality, and sustainability are global responsibilities – and through our Zonta Action we can support the work of C40 cities and help to build a more sustainable world for women and girls.
Before we close, I’ll stop the screen share and ask you to open your cameras and microphones so we can see each other and wave goodbye.�Carole remove screen share
Until our next Think Tank, keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun


	How can cities lead a just and �climate-resilient future?��
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Our Think Tank Team Today
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	What is a C40 City?
	Slide Number 9
	Huey Yoong
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Krista Milne
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery
	Slide Number 49
	March Think Tank = NGO CSW event
	Convention – 11-14 July
	Find out more about� Zonta Says NOW  at�zonta.org/zontasaysnow�or email:�� info@zontasaysnow.org.au�

