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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE 
Welcome to the December meeting of the Australian Zonta Says NOW Think Tank.
My name is Carole Theobald and I am speaking to you today from the lands of the Whadjuk Noongar people in Western Australia.
I will be hosting today’s meeting with the help of Bernardine Guy in New South Wales, Sue Lees and Sandra Burns in Victoria and Petra Ladwig in Queensland.
The theme of today’s meeting is ‘standing up for climate justice…’
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This is our program for today



Housekeeping
Use the chat line to say 
hi and where you are 

calling from today

Use welcoming and 
inclusive language

Ask short, succinct 
questions

Please keep your  
microphone on mute

Photo: Microsoft 365

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Before we begin, I’d like to cover some housekeeping. 
Say hi in the chat and tell us where you are calling from today. 
Please use the chat line to make comments, keep your microphone on mute, ask short, succinct questions and use welcoming and inclusive language.
Thank you.
I’ll now hand over to Sandra in Melbourne.




Photography 4 Humanity calls on photographers around the 
world to bring to life the power of human rights through 
their images.

Highlighting the most compelling human rights imagery - 
illustrating courage, despair, hope, injustice, and 
compassion in ways small and large - the photos serve to 
inspire people to get involved and take a stand for human 
rights.

See the full exhibition at: 
https://www.un.org/en/exhibits/exhibit/photography4humanity2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SANDRA
I’d like to remind you that Wednesday 10 December was the last day of the 16 Days of Activism to end violence against women and was also Human Rights Day
In honour of Human Rights Day we would like to share Photography for Humanity - a UN Photographic competition that brings the power of human rights to life through images.
The photos show courage, despair, hope, injustice and compassion.  
From the 31 photos on the site, we have created a video of 14 that highlight life for women and children in today’s chaotic world.
They are very moving and a reminder as to why Zonta Says NOW exists.

https://www.un.org/en/exhibits/exhibit/photography4humanity2025


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Carole to play video
There is no sound as we want you to focus on the photos.



Welcome
We acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands in 
all the places we meet from today - and pay our 
respects to their elders, past, present and emerging.

• Congratulations to Maisie Harkin as she 
receives a birth certificate at the age of 88

• Maisie was born ‘on country’, in the WA 
Goldfields.

• She was taken to a mission when she was 2.

• Her identity was confirmed through 
anthropological records.

I’m somebody now

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SANDRA
Now to our formal welcome.
We acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands in all the places we meet from today - and pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging.
CLICK Today, I’d like to acknowledge Maisie Harkin.
Maisie was born ‘on country’, in the WA Goldfields.
She was taken to a mission when she was 2 and had no formal records to support her date and place of birth.
Over the years, Maisie made many attempts to get a birth certificate and recently, with the help of some researchers, she was successful.
Her identity was confirmed through anthropological records.
In her adult life, Maisie worked as a nurse around Australia.
However, without a birth certificate, she could not get a passport, so she could never travel overseas.
Click As Maisie says, I am somebody now.
Maisie’s story is not unique.  In the last six months, in WA, 164 Aboriginal people over the age of 50, have had their births registered.
This situation shows that we still have many ‘human rights’ gaps in our country.
I am pleased that Maisie now has her birth certificate, but it is so sad that she had to wait 88 years to get it.






POLL 1

How many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
do you know socially?

1. None
2. Less than 5
3. 5-10
4. More than 10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SANDRA
Do you think the gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people would be closed if we knew each other better?
In our first poll we ask how many Aboriginal people you know socially?
Is it none, less than 5, between 5 and 10 or more than 10?
Let’s see the results.



POLL 1 - Results

How many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
do you know socially?

1. None
2. Less than 5
3. 5-10
4. More than 10
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Presentation Notes
SANDRA
Do you think the gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people would be closed if we knew each other better?
In our first poll we ask how many Aboriginal people you know socially?
Is it none, less than 5, between 5 and 10 or more than 10?
Let’s see the results.



POLL 2

How many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait islander people 
have you spoken to in the last 
week?

1. None
2. Less than 5
3. 5-10
4. More than 10
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Presentation Notes
SANDRA
Our second poll asks how many Aboriginal people you have spoken to in the last week.
Is it none, less than 5, between 5 and 10 or more than 10.
Let’s see the results.
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SANDRA
Our second poll asks how many Aboriginal people you have spoken to in the last week.
Is it none, less than 5, between 5 and 10 or more than 10.
Let’s see the results.
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SANDRA
I’ll hand over to Sue Lees to introduce our guest speaker.



Click to edit Master 
subtitle styleNicki Lees

Special Counsel, 
Maurice Blackburn’s 

Social Justice Practice

All people should be equally protected by the 
law and respected within society regardless of 
nationality, gender, race, religion, sexual 
orientation or other status.

• Trained in Melbourne and Geneva
• Joined Maurice Blackburn in 2011
• Passionate about defending 

people’s rights
• Ran and led strategic public interest 

litigation 
• Asylum seekers
• First Nations community

• Used AI technology to turn witness 
statements into images

• Exhibit A-i

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SUE
You need no help with this one!!!

Nicki Lees is a Special Counsel in Maurice Blackburn’s Social Justice Practice. 
Nicki will speak about the cases that she has run that champion gender equality, women’s rights and climate justice. 
These cases including representing First Nations women in their fight against a nuclear waste dump on their land and a separate case regarding the right to clean drinking water in First Nations communities. 
Nicki will discuss how law and advocacy can drive gender-equal climate action

https://www.exhibitai.com.au/home
https://www.exhibitai.com.au/home
https://www.exhibitai.com.au/home
https://www.exhibitai.com.au/home


Click to edit Master 
subtitle styleNicki Lees

Special Counsel, 
Maurice Blackburn’s 

Social Justice Practice

Nicki’s 
presentation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NICKI
Presentation 



Click to edit Master 
subtitle styleNicki Lees

Special Counsel, 
Maurice Blackburn’s 

Social Justice Practice

Questions
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SUE
Thank Nicki and field questions
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SUE
Nicki will have set us thinking more about what we can do.
I’ll hand over to Bernie in Sydney to explore this issue more closely.



DISCUSSION
How can we as individuals and in our clubs 
support Indigenous women? 

• Local advocacy

• Everyday actions

• Zonta leadership

Aboriginal women 
are often the ones 
leading the fight for 
‘protecting country.’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BERNIE
For our discussion today, we will look at how we can support Indigenous women – as individuals and in our clubs.
We’ll put you into breakout rooms to discuss 3 topics:
How can we advocate for support in our local communities?
What can each of us do in our everyday actions to support Indigenous women?
How can Zonta clubs incorporate Indigenous women in our projects, partnerships, or advocacy?�
We will ask each group to provide one advocacy idea and one personal or club action during the report-back.

[Carole to put into 3 breakout rooms]
10 minute discussion

[Group leads to report back:  Bernie, Sandra, Sue]
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BERNIE
For our discussion today, we will look at how we can support Indigenous women – as individuals and in our clubs.
We’ll put you into breakout rooms to discuss 3 topics:
How can we advocate for support in our local communities?
What can each of us do in our everyday actions to support Indigenous women?
How can Zonta clubs incorporate Indigenous women in our projects, partnerships, or advocacy?�
We will ask each group to provide one advocacy idea and one personal or club action during the report-back.

[Carole to put into 3 breakout rooms]
10 minute discussion

[Group leads to report back:  Bernie, Sandra, Sue]
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BERNIE
What were some of the key points from each group (2 mins per group)
[Bernie, Sandra B, Sue]
[8 mins]
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I’ll now hand over to Carole to tell us what has been happening internationally with Zonta Says NOW.



International News
Think Tanks

https://zontasaysnow.org.au/
intercontinental-think-tank/ 
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CAROLE
Many of you would have read the October Intercontinental Think Tank Update and the December Update will be out next week.
If you have not signed up for the Update, you can do so from the intercontinental Think Tank page on our Australian Zonta Says NOW website.
CLICK Our next  Intercontinental Think Tank is on Sunday 11 January, at 11 am Perth time and is hosted by Zontians from Asia and Oceania.
The theme is how can cities lead a just and climate-resilient future.  We are so privileged to have Huey Yoong and Krista Milne as our guest speakers.  
Huey leads the C40 cities program in East and south east Asia and Oceania – rolling out the program in Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Bangkok and many more cities. 
Huey has a Master of Science in Sustainable Cities from Kings College London and a BSc in psychology and genetics from the University of Melbourne.  She is fluent in six languages.
Our second speaker Krista Milne is the Director of climate change and city resilience and co-Chief heat officer at the city of Melbourne.
Krista protects communities from extreme heat and develops strategies to cool and heat-proof cities.  She co-leads a team driving Melbourne’s net zero by 2040 agenda and climate adaptation efforts.
This talk is so timely, given it will be in the middle of summer!


https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/


International News
Think Tanks

• Focus on Women and 
Sustainable Decision Making

• 11 July F2F Workshop
• 12 July Virtual Think Tank

https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/ 

• Focus on Women and Sustainable 
Decision Making

• Friday 13 March (Australia time)
• NGO CSW70 / Think Tank event 
• Beamed live from New York at 

11.30 am AEDT

• 11 July Zonta Says NOW Walk

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
CLICK The Intercontinental Think for March will be a joint Think Tank and NGO CSW virtual event.
The Working Group will present a workshop on Women and Sustainable Decision-making using our Zonta Says NOW resources.
The event is timed to be accessible in Australia in waking hours!  So we can join in from 11.30 am on Friday 13 March Melbourne/Sydney time.
CLICK Also, a heads up about the first Zonta Says NOW walk at Convention in Vancouver.  This will take place on Saturday 11 July at 7am.
When you register for convention, you can order a Zonta Says NOW t-shirt that you collect from the registration desk when you sign in!
CLICK We will also be hosting a face-to-face workshop and our July Think Tank will serve as a virtual event during the Convention week for those that cannot get to Vancouver.


https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
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Virtual Art Gallery

Floridian 
Snowperson
Liz Vitek, ZC 
Kitchener Waterloo, 
Canada

Entries now open for 2026
zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org

Presenter Notes
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CAROLE
Entries for the 2026 Collection of the Zonta Says NOW Virtual Art Gallery are now open.  
Entries received before International Women’s Day will be included in the collection that will be launched on Earth Day – the 22 April.
This photo from last year’s collection made me smile.  A Canadian Zontian took it on holiday in Florida.
The snowman is made of sandbags that are kept handy in case of floods!
This video has been made to promote the gallery.
[play video]
Please share it in your clubs.

https://zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org/
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I’ll now hand over to Bernie to tell us what is happening in Australia.



Zonta Australia News

Gender and Climate Justice 
Day

Tuesday 10 March
The Great Hall, UTS

Presenter Notes
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BERNIE
Thanks Carole.
The exciting news is that Zonta Australia has been leading the drive to get a Gender and Climate Justice Day at Climate Action Week Sydney.
We stressed to the Climate Action Week Sydney team that the event is so close to International Women’s Day that it would be too good an opportunity to miss.  
They agreed and have given us the Great Hall at the University of Technology Sydney on Tuesday 10 March to create a full day flagship event.
We have formed a Climate Action Week Collaboration consisting of 9 organisations so far… and growing.
On Tuesday we held our first brainstorming session to figure out what we will be doing.
Depending on the funds we can raise, we want to invite some international speakers, and integrate the voices of Aboriginal and young women.
At this stage, put the date in your diary and plan to be part of the event if you are anywhere near NSW in March.
Climate Action Week Sydney is coming into its third year and is a cousin to the events held in New York in September and London in June.
If we do this right, we can really progress gender equal climate justice in Australia.






Climate Action Week - continued

• Focus on Women and Sustainable 
Decision Making

• Friday 13 March (Australia time)
• NGO CSW70 / Think Tank event 
• Beamed live from New York at 

11.30 am AEDT

Include as a Climate 
Action Week Sydney 

virtual event
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BERNIE
We are also seeing if we can get the March Think Tank / NGO CSW 70 virtual event, advertised as a Sydney Climate Action Week event!
This will be a great opportunity to showcase Zonta as a truly international organisation.



Odd-numbered months – Australian Update
Even-numbered months – Australian Think Tanks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BERNIE
Our November Australian Update, came out just as we heard that COP31 had gone to Turkiye.
Australia will lead the negotiations and may hold a pre-COP Pacific Conference.  
Hopefully, our connections through Climate Action Week Sydney, will keep us in the loop for this event.
CLICK Our next Australian Think Tank will be on Valentines Day.
Dr Margaret Moreton the CEO of Gender and Disaster Australia will be showing us how gender-smart disaster action can shape stronger, more resilient communities.
Remember – you can expect Australian Updates in odd number months, and Australian Think Tanks in even numbered months!
I’ll now hand over to Sue.



Climate Action Awards – District 23

• Sally Quinn
• Co-founder and CEO of Green Collect
• Last year saved

• Over a million kg of CO2 emissions
(1,000 cars)

• Over 17 mill MJ of energy (the 
power of a suburb for a year)

• 558,358 litres of water

Presenter Notes
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SUE
Thanks Bernie.
I want to tell you about the District 23, Women Taking Climate Action Awardee.
Sally Quinn is the co-founder and CEO of Green Collect.
Since 2005, this social enterprise has reused, recycled and repurposed over 150 tonnes of unwanted items each year.
Sally prioritises employing people who are refugees, transitioning out of homelessness or have been impacted by the justice system.
Over 80% of the leadership team are female and over 50% of all employees are female.
Last year, Green Collect prevented:
1,149,474 kg of CO₂ emissions– that’s like taking thousands of cars off the road 
17,318,158 MJ of energy saved – enough to power an entire suburb for a year 
558,358 litres of water conserved– by avoiding new production of goods. Every drop counts!
Congratulations to Sally!
I’ll now hand you over to Petra in Queensland



Climate Action Awards – District 22

Projects or achievements may relate to:
• Emissions reduction or clean energy 

transitions 
• Sustainable agriculture or industry 
• Climate adaptation and resilience 

initiatives
• Community education, advocacy, or 

behaviour change 
• Innovative technologies, systems, or 

partnerships addressing climate impacts.

https://www.zontadistrict22.org/women-in-climate-action/ 
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PETRA
Thanks Sue.
We are currently advertising our 2026 Women in Climate Action Award
Thanks to a bequest, this annual District 22 Award is valued at $10,000.
Applications open on 1 January and run through to 15 March.
The award celebrates women leading impactful climate action across Queensland and the Northern Rivers, showcasing their diverse contributions to a sustainable, net-zero future. 
It aims to inspire more women and girls to step into leadership in science, policy, education, and community initiatives. 
Eligible projects span clean energy, sustainable industries, climate resilience, community engagement, and innovative solutions that strengthen Zonta’s commitment to gender equality and environmental sustainability.
The application form is available on the District 22 website.

https://www.zontadistrict22.org/women-in-climate-action/
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So what else has been happening?



Australian Human Rights Awards 2025

Winner:  
William Tilmouth, 
Founder of Children’s Ground 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PETRA
We mentioned at the last meeting that Anjali Sharma, who has spoken at this Think Tank a couple of times, has been nominated for a 2025 Human Rights Medal.
Being nominated is a great honour.
Through Anjali’s efforts, the Australian courts no longer question the science behind climate change and our federal parliament has considered two bills to protect future generations from the impacts of climate change.
Anjali was also a strong supporter of students from the Pacific Islands who successfully advocated for the Advisory Opinion from the International Court of Justice that confirmed states have a legal obligation to protect the climate. 
The winner was announced last night and was……
CLICK William Tilmouth.  William is from the Northern Territory and part of the Stolen Generation.  He founded Children’s Ground where communities design and lead programs themselves—running bilingual, culturally grounded early learning, supporting families through health and wellbeing services, and strengthening culture, language and connection to Country alongside mainstream education. 
Children’s Ground works across generations and systems, partnering with governments but keeping decision-making with First Nations people so change is long-term, coordinated and led from the ground up.



Surveys from our allies

https://swelteringcities.org/ 

https://www.1millionwomen.com.au/ 

Survey link

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PETRA
Two of our allies are currently conducting surveys!
Sweltering Cities wants to know how you are faring in the summer heat
Click And 1 million women want to know how climate change is affecting you.
Please take part in the surveys – without data, advocacy is almost impossible.

https://swelteringcities.org/
https://www.1millionwomen.com.au/
https://ru5feh2s9t0.typeform.com/to/TJCqMGg7?utm_source=xxxxx


Australian Government Webinar 

• Dr Sally Box, Australia's Head of 
Delegation to the UNFCCC

• Summary of the key negotiating 
and action agenda items

Registration link

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PETRA
On Monday, the head of Australia’s delegation to COP30 will provide a summary of the key negotiating and action agenda items.
This Teams meeting will be held at 10.30am Canberra time and will not be recorded.
I’ll now hand back to Carole.

https://unfccc-cop.dcceew.gov.au/unfccc-stakeholder-briefing-series/event/post-cop30-monday-15-december-cyels


Summary of 2025

FEBRUARY 2025 APRIL 2025

Global pushback…

JUNE 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Thanks Petra
We have had quite a productive year.
Our February Think Tank had the theme Elections offer more than a sausage.  We examined gender-equal climate justice in Australia to prepare for the Federal election.
CLICK By April, we were heading into the unknown as we were seeing a global pushback against gender equality and climate action.  Carly Cook demonstrated how women are shaping the future of conservation.
CLICK In June, we looked at what to do when something is not fit for purpose – in this case, it is our environmental legislation that does not consider climate change.  Maya Farmer raised concerns about young people's lack of trust in the government's commitment to future generations.  She co-founded Generation Justice to address it. 



Summary of 2025

AUGUST 2025 OCTOBER2025 DECEMBER 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
In August, we investigated the power of purposeful collaboration.  Fiona Dorman, the President of the National Council of Women shared their work with the W20, the women’s group that advocates to the G20.  Fiona subsequently also joined Zonta!
CLICK In October, we explored nature based solutions.  Charlotte Sterrett inspired us with the World Wildlife Fund’s Powered by Nature project that empowered women throughout South East Asia.
CLICK And today we were standing up for climate  justice.  Nicki Lees work is so impressive and she has challenged us to build relationships with our Indigenous sisters.



What to look forward to in 2026

JANUARY 2026 FEBRUARY 2026 MARCH 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
There is so much to look forward to in 2026.
In January, we have our Sustainable Cities Intercontinental Think Tank
CLICK In February, our Australian Think Tank focuses on generating smart disaster action to build stronger, more resilient communities.
CLICK In March, we have the NGO CSW in New York, with the March Intercontinental Think Tank being streamed to Climate Action Week Sydney.
For Climate Action Week Sydney, we are also planning a gender and climate justice day with other women’s groups.



What to look forward to in 2026

APRIL 2026

Australian Think Tank 11 April
Dr Elizabeth Kirkwood, University of Sydney
Energy Justice for Women

JULY 2026

11-14 July

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
In April there is the Women Deliver Conference in Melbourne hosted by the Oceanic Pacific Region.
We also have a Think Tank that will feature Dr Elizabeth Kirkwood who looks at energy justice for women in our region.
CLICK We finish the  biennium with the Zonta International Convention in Vancouver – where we will have the first Zonta Says NOW Walk as well as virtual and face to face workshops.
Isn’t it great to feel the energy! 
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Before we move to our next meeting, is there anything in the chat line Sandra? 
Our next meeting…



Next Meeting

Saturday 14 February
• 1 pm to 2.30 pm WA
• 2.30 pm to 4 pm NT
• 3 pm to 4.30 pm Qld
• 3.30 pm to 5 pm SA
• 4 pm to 5.30 pm Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, ACT
• 6 pm to 7.30 pm Wellington, NZ
Register at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuceGo
rTwsHNwbeC-87NGX4Pnv85r5mwbF

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
…will be on Saturday 14 February.
Our guest speaker will be Dr Margaret Moreton, the CEO of Gender and Disaster Australia.
Register today so the date is in your diary.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuceGorTwsHNwbeC-87NGX4Pnv85r5mwbF
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuceGorTwsHNwbeC-87NGX4Pnv85r5mwbF
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuceGorTwsHNwbeC-87NGX4Pnv85r5mwbF
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuceGorTwsHNwbeC-87NGX4Pnv85r5mwbF


Happy Christmas

Anything 
else?
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CAROLE
Finally Thank you for making Zonta Says NOW thrive in 25
Here’s to continuing our joyful adventure in 2026
Enjoy your holidays and take time to absorb nature!



Thank you
zonta.org/zontasaysnow

zontasaysnow.org.au

info@zontasaysnow.org.au

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Many thanks to Nicki, my fellow co-presenters Sue Lees, Sandra Burns, Bernardine Guy and Petra Ladwig, and all of you, for making today’s meeting so interesting.  
We had lots to think about and hopefully you can’t wait to get started on working more closely with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island sisters in 2026.
Together we can stand up for climate justice!
I’ll take off the screen share, so we can all give each other a wave

[Take off screen share]

Keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun!
See you next year.
Bye!

https://zonta.org/zontasaysnow
https://zonta.org/zontasaysnow
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/
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