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My journey…



What are the challenges?

• On-going loss of biodiversity

• Action not aligned with the scale of the problem

• Political distraction and misdirection



EPBC Act 
reforms not 
implemented

National 
environmental 
standards that take 
into account 
‘cumulative impacts’



False dichotomy:
Jobs versus environment -



State forest to national park

• Management problems



State forest to national park

• Conflicts with communities

• Spreading scarce resources more thinly



What are the solutions?

• Bold action is needed

• Think outside the box

• Protect nature where it occurs

Garnett et al. (2018) Global importance of Indigenous lands for conservation. 
Nature Sustainability, 1: 369-374

37% of all remaining intact land is managed by Indigenous 
peoples



What are the solutions?

places outside protected areas 

where biodiversity is being 

effectively conserved

Conserved areas
Surfing reserves

Cemeteries

Sacred groves

Sacred sites

Roadside reserves

Travelling stock routes

Local council 
bushland reserves



What are the solutions?

Broadening the definition of 

conservation areas brings 

new opportunities to support 

nature

Conserved areas



What gives me hope?



Where do women fit in?

Community leaders 
speaking for their 
culture and important 
places

Conservation science is 
dominated by women


