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Thank you for the opportunity to talk to you today.
I would like to give a 5 minute overview of what Zonta Says NOW to gender-equal climate action is all about.
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We use this train to join the dots as to why we say now.
CLICK Increased carbon pollution has led to global heating that triggers extreme weather events.
CLICKThat cause millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
CLICKThis social disruption magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICKZonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Agreement and closing the gender gaps in leadership, education, economic opportunity, health, and safety.



Life for women and girls at the end of

the train

By

& Aayan, 11,
Da Mozambique

Drought means no Floods led to child
time for school. marriage. Judith, 42 and Clare 7, Maria, 79
Bushfire smoke triggered Her heart condition is
Clare’s asthma. Judith exacerbated in extreme
may lose her casual job heat and she cannot afford
as she cares for Clare. air conditioning. Walks to

library to keep cool.

Freya, 51, lost home in
tornado. No savings. Priced
out of rental accommodation.

Katie, 24
Traumatised when floods destroyed her town. She is
now pregnant and struggling with substance abuse. 3
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Life for women and girls at the end of the train is hard. We tend to think of this being a problem only in developing countries. These personas highlight the problems.
CLICK Because of the drought, girls like Dabor walk further each day to collect water and have no time to go to school.  And in Mozambique Aayan’s family lost everything in the floods and she is being sold into marriage.
But the climate crisis affects women’s lives in Australia.
CLICK Bushfire smoke triggered young Clare’s asthma. Her mother Judith is worried she will lose her casual job as she had to take time off work to look after Clare.  
And Maria is on a limited income, in rented accommodation with no air conditioning.  She has a heart condition that is made worse in extreme heat and in summer walks to the local library each day to sit in the cool.  Studies show that due to women’s physiology, women don’t cool down as quickly as men. 
CLICK For Freya, a tornado destroyed her home.  She has a low paying job, no savings and is being continuously priced out of the rental market. She’s had to move twice in six months and her stress levels are sky high.
And Katie was traumatised when floods destroyed her home and town, disrupting health and support services.  She turned to drugs and alcohol to cope – and is now pregnant and struggling with substance abuse.


The Statistics

Climate displaced 362 mI”IOn people in 2022. Could rise to 1 2 bI”IOn by 2050

1 in 5 displaced women experience sexual violence.
We need to find solutions for displaced people in Australia and climate refugees from overseas.
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Studies in south Asia found that a 1 degree rise in average temperature is associated with a 6 per cent rise in violence against women.  
This link is reflected in Gender and Disaster Australia’s work to remove negative stereotypes during disasters that harm both men and women.
CLICK Social disruption is a huge trigger for widening gender gaps.  In 2022, over 36 million people were displaced by climate events and, if we don’t act now,  this could rise to over one billion people by 2050.
Sadly, 1 in 5 displaced women experience sexual violence. 
We need to plan solutions now for large numbers of displaced people in Australia, and climate refugees from overseas to minimise social disruption.


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/28/climate-crisis-linked-to-rising-domestic-violence-in-south-asia-study-finds
https://campaigns.tribes.agency/t/i-l-fljdtjl-thcykhjlu-d/
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Ecological-Threat-Register-Press-Release-27.08-FINAL.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/news-releases/unhcr-urges-support-address-worsening-gender-based-violence-impact-displaced

Our Purpose

Zonta Says NOW
seeks climate justice
for women and girls

So women and girls can
prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from
the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.
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This is why Zonta Says NOW seeks climate justice for women and girls so they can prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.



Strategic Plan

Bl ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
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Zonta, Gender Equity, and
a Vision for 2030 & Beyond

Strategic Plan Goals and Strategies 2023-2030
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Zonta Says NOW is the campaign for climate justice

Z6nta will fully embrace climate justice as
an area of focus, and we will further develop

Zonta Says NOW as the campaign for our
activities to address climate justice at local,
and international levels.
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Zonta Says NOW is our campaign for climate justice.


Statement on Climate Change

ZONTA INTERNATIONALS

STATEMENT ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

A GENDER EQUALITY ISSUE

Approved by the Zonta International Board April 2021; Published June 2021
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Calls on
governments
to

Meet climate justice obligations under Paris
Climate Agreement, SDGs, etc

Integrate gender-sensitive measures into
climate policies and planning

Educate girls and educate all students on
social/economic consequences of climate change

Enable women'’s full participation in the
economy e.g. child care, elder care, pay gap etc

Include women in disaster preparedness
planning that include women’s needs
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Zonta Says NOW puts Zonta’s statement on climate change into action
The Statement calls on governments to
CLICK Meet their climate justice obligations under the Paris Agreement - and end fossil fuels as quickly as possible.
CLICKIntegrate gender-sensitive measures into climate policies and planning – giving women an equal voice around decision making tables.
CLICKEducate girls for the careers of the future and educate all students on social/economic consequences of climate change
CLICKEnable women’s full participation in the economy so they can bounce back after a disaster
CLICKInclude women in disaster preparedness planning that includes women’s needs so that social disruption is minimal.


¢)* Zonta Says NOW Activities 2024-2026

4 Advocacy Teams A
* International
Clubs o Uniteld Nations
Areas o Council of Europe
. + Districts o African Union
Zonta Says NOW Think Tanks « National Groups o UN Environment Program

Learn, share ideas, and inspire action. \ Sl = NG e /

Supported by Working Groups.

Intercontinental Think Tank - odd months

Key Dates

IWD/Rose Day Girl Child
(8 March) (10 October)

» Global North meets Global South
o North / South America
o Europe / Africa
o Asia/ Oceania

Earth Day
(22 April)
Australian Think Tank - even months R D
CSW 69 16 Days of

(10-21 March) Activism
Beijing+30 (25 Nov- 10 Dec)

* Focus on Australian issues
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This is how we operate.
We have online Think Tanks at the International and national levels where we learn, share ideas and inspire action.
CLICK We work with our advocacy teams at all levels of Zonta and have representation in many international bodies.
CLICK We focus our activities around 5 key dates during the year.



Disaster-Ready Guides

zonta.org/zontasaysnow

International Guides Australian Guide

Photo: Pexels ; Pholo: Pexels

Disaster-Ready Guide 4

Disaster-Ready Guide 1 Disaster-Ready Guide 2 Disaster-Ready Guide 3 Where are Disaster-Ready Guide 5
Isaster-neady Guide
Why are Is your = el your local Is your
women and girls household communlty : -
b disaster-ready? disaster-ready? bl Conney
e ye y! organizations? disaster-ready? Guide to
— mmztﬁﬁ:ﬁgle:;seﬁnr::d S - docum:gli;scgﬁtsal?vﬁ;zeibﬁnfsm SE—EY — ducumz:lnlscg'e;?:::;;;?nrsd — ‘ - mm:ti:scgﬁ:?::g;:e?‘?ﬂr::d Sreeeen This document is designed fo be read onscreen D is aSte r

as it contains hyperiinks

Management

All shared with Murray Watt, Minister for Emergency Management

This document is designed to be read onscreen
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We have developed many resources including these disaster ready guides that we shared with Murray Watt when he was the Minister for Emergency Management.
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Zonta Australia
Zonta Says NOW Think Tank
OCTOBER UPDATE

In this October Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank Update ZONTA SAYS NOW

+ Thing Sl A v Hhis Octoter Update: TO GENDER-EQUAL CLIMATE ACTION,

. i i ing . E.aggag_}j%tuﬁxgamm
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SIGNE SanOf A SMCE SO S + October Think Tank - Anjali Sharma

» Sonversation Circles « Climate change a violence against women

Things are Humming in Colombia Racing to the year's end

FACT SHEET
ZONTA

P 2 a | has been a busy month for Zonta Says NOW locally and internationally and it is about ’ "
to get a whole lot busier as we race towards the end of the year. We I I be I n
The streets of Cali in Colombia are buzzing with activity as delegates from i 2 o | %
195 countries gather for the UN Biodiversity COP16. The UN Secretary- i October ) i eoe o Sonlians d ke Day of the G Child by scnding, : bl DG .
2 s yideo messgoes of hope showing cards that 'flip the narrative’. At our October Think i Fam m

General Uroed deleoales to make peace with nature, emphasising that for Tank we were intrigued to hear more from climate advocate Anjali Sharma and i Sapiad § e z i eCO n O I eS
‘humanity to thrive, nature must flourish. Progress on the Kynminc-Montregl marvelled at her courage and resilience. 2
Bilodiversity Framework has been sluggish, to the point where it feels like a

hummingbird might need to prod the delegates into urgent action with its context of climate change has been finalised. Also, the winner of District 23's Women
long beak. Taking Climate Action Award will soon be announced.

Behind the scenes, an intemational Fact Sheet on women's economic opportunity in the
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And have newsletters, websites and fact sheets.




_ CSW 69
Collaboration March 2025, Climate-related issues

e Like minded Organizations NeW York COP31 - gendered focus
e.g. Soroptimists, WCC, _
1MW e Zonta Australia / Zonta Intergenerational duty of care

USA workshop at NGO
CSW Women in environmental

sustainability decision-making
Can you help us to
connect with the Economic ‘bounce’ for women

Australian delegation to _
CcSw? Extreme heat — risk to older

people

Together we can create a
sustainable, gender-equal world where
we respect each other and feel equal and supported.
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In Australia, Zonta Says NOW is
Collaborating with like minded organisations e.g. Soroptimists, Womens Climate Congress and One Million Women.

 CLICK Preparing with Zontians from the USA for our first face to face Zonta Says NOW workshop at NGO CSW in New York.
 We would appreciate your help in connecting with the Australian delegation.

CLICK Key climate-related issues that we would like to work with you on are:
Including a gender-focus at COP 31
Formally protecting the interests of future generations in government decision-making.
Investigating how women are included in decision making on environmental sustainability and exploring how we can improve women’s economic bounce.
Better preparing communities for extreme heat – older people are particularly at risk. 

CLICK Thanks again for your time today and we look forward to working with you to create a sustainable, gender-equal world where, in your words, we respect each other and feel equal and supported.
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Thank you.
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