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Welcome to our Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank.
Our topic today: WOMEN’S OWNERSHIP OR HOW THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL ARCHITECTURE IMPACTS GENDER EQUAL CLIMATE JUSTICE
My name is Carole Theobald and I am one of your hosts today.
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Before we begin, I’d like to cover some housekeeping. 
Please use the chat line to ask questions and make comments and tell us where you are speaking from today.
Please put your microphone on mute, ask questions respectfully and please keep them short and succinct. 
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CAROLE
Our African-European journey today is technically led by me in Perth, Australia. I will be working behind the scenes hosting this session, monitoring the chat line and setting up the breakout rooms.  
Our Moderators are from four continents.
From Africa we have Joan Kabayambi from Kampala in Uganda, from Europe we have Pia Hultgren from Lidingo in Sweden and Karin Lange from Berlin in Germany. From Asia we have Dilruba Ahmed from Chittagong in Bangladesh and Errick Elavia from Bombay in India. And from the USA we have Bobbee Cardillo from Fairfax County in Virginia. Over to you Pia!



Our Journey Today

Women’s ownership in 
the industrial NorthWelcome and 

introductions

Zonta 
International’s 
Call to Acton

How do women fare? 
The economical 

gender gap

BREAK OUT 
SESSION 

Summary and 
Closing

Women’s ownership in 
the global South

Forum Discussion

A new 
financial 

architecture?
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PIA
Thank you, Carole. This is our journey for today.  
To get us all on the same page, let's start with some facts and figures that give us initial insights into the current state of climate change, its economic consequences and the impact of this development on the economic gender gap.
We will then welcome and introduce our keynote speakers. From SWEDEN: Jennie Sinclair and from Uganda: Saadat Nakyejwe Kimuli.
We will learn from their insights and experiences on women’s ownership and then have an intercontinental discussion, first in our breakout rooms and then in the plenary.
We will then look, how solutions, recommended by diverse thought leaders and civil society from around the world, influenced the United Nations Pact for the Future and how this relates to Zonta International’s Statement on Climate Change and its Call to Action. We will discuss this in the plenary with our panellists.
Finally, we will close the session with some information on Zonta Says NOW and an upcoming important event. 



5

Global economy is coming under pressure
as climate-related disasters increase.

AND THIS IS NOT ALL!

Global warming is happening faster than ever before.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA
How aware are we of the planetary emergency? We have already scratched the 1.5 degree mark that we agreed not to exceed in the Paris Agreement.�CLICK: Scientific observations show that global warming is happening faster than ever before:
CLICK: And this is not all: 
CLICK: Global economy is coming under pressure as climate- related disasters increase.
Let's listen to the disturbing report of one of the world's most respected climate experts, Johan Rockström, member of the Club of Rome and co-author of "Earth for All", just 3 minutes. More on this later!�
CLICK on the graphic: at 2'48 back to ppt!!!
(CAROLE START VIDEO)

https://youtu.be/Vl6VhCAeEfQ?si=ElzZhV_IXXgKMKCi


So women and girls can prevent, prepare for, respond to and 
recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.

We do this by taking gender-equal climate action 
locally, nationally and internationally

Our Purpose

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA 
Zonta Says NOW seeks climate justice for women and girls.
We want women to be able to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.  
CLICK: We use Zonta International’s Statement on Climate Change to guide our gender-equal climate action locally, nationally and internationally. (Over to you, JOAN, Back up KARIN)
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According to the World Bank, approximately 690 
million people lived in extreme poverty in 2023

Women and girls account for about 70 percent of all 
people living in poverty

By 2050, climate change will cause up to 158 million
more women and girls to live in poverty and 236 
million more women to go hungry. (UN Women)

WHAT‘S THE MOST 
PRESSING ISSUE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
JOAN (Back up KARIN)
Thank you, Karin. What is the main problem? Let us briefly recall some of the underlying key factors that we discussed at this year's CSW68 in March. 
The economic inequality between women and men remains one of the greatest threats to mankind.
CLICK: According to the World Bank, around 690 million people lived in extreme poverty in 2023, with the situation of people in sub-Saharan Africa particularly problematic.
CLICK: Around 70 percent of all people living in poverty, 1.3 billion worldwide, are women and girls.
CLICK: In light of today's focus on women’s ownership, let us remember that if we continue with business as usual, climate change will push up to 158 million more women and girls into poverty and 236 million more women into hunger. 



Global Challenges

Global population has 
doubled from 4 billion in 
1974 to 8 billion today
• Peak expected to be   

10.4 billion in 2086

All are increasing - global 
temperatures, population, 
consumerism, wealth inequality
• Top 10% - owns 75% of wealth, takes 

50% of income
• Makes 50% of global carbon emissions

Global GDP has 
doubled since 2000
• We are using natural 

resources at an 
alarming rate to feed 
our consumerism

Presenter Notes
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JOAN (Back up: PIA)
Global temperatures, population and consumerism are on the rise – as  is wealth inequality.
We live in a world where the top 10 percent of the population owns three-quarters of the wealth, takes half the income and accounts for nearly half of global carbon emissions.
CLICK Annual global gross domestic product (GDP) has doubled since 2000, and we are using natural resources at an alarming rate to feed our consumerism.
CLICK The global population doubled from 4 billion in 1974 to 8 billion today. And is expected to peak at 10.4 billion in 2086. Back to you, Karin!




In 2023 (IMF)
• 11 countries 

were in debt 
distress

• 51 countries 
were in 
severe 
moderate 
debt stress

Most donor countries fail to meet their 
commitment to 0.7% of Gross National 
Product (GNP) for Official Development 
Assistance (ODA)

Debt drains resources 
away from 
• healthcare
• education
• social protection
• a green just transition
• addressing the impacts of 

the climate crisis
And: transfers resources 
to the pockets of foreign 
creditors

Debt Stress
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Thank you, Joan. And there is another decisive factor: The pandemic, climate disasters, wars and armed conflicts have exacerbated the debt situation of many countries, with drastic consequences, especially for low- and middle-income countries.
Debt drains resources away from healthcare, education, social protection, a green just transition and addressing the impacts of the climate crisis. �And: transfers resources to the pockets of foreign creditors. 
CLICK According to the International Monetary Fund( IMF) as of May 2023, 11 countries were in debt distress while 51 countries were in severe moderate debt stress.
CLICK The majority of donor countries fail to meet their commitment to 0.7 per cent of gross national product (GNP) for Official Development Assistance (ODA).


Sources: ‘Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective’ Expert Group Meeting Background Paper, Prepared by: Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst,  “The 0.7% ODA/GNI target - a history” OECD , Cancel the Debt Now Campaign https://debtgwa.net/




The Economic Gender Gap

”It will take 131 years to close this gap 
at the current rate of progress.”
Global Gender Gap Index 2023
World Economic Forum

https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-
2023/in-full/benchmarking-gender-gaps-2023/

Key Dimensions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KARIN
Under these conditions: Imagine what happens to the economic gender gap? 
Since 2006 The Global Gender Gap Index of the World Economic Forum annually benchmarks the current state and evolution of gender parity across four key dimensions (Economic Participation and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, and Political Empowerment). 
The index measures the efforts of 146 countries towards closing these gaps over time.
According to the 2023 Global Gender Gap Index no country has yet achieved full gender parity, although the top nine countries in the table above (Iceland,Norway, Finland, New Zealand, Sweden, Germany, Nicaragua, Namibia and Lithuania) have closed at least 80% of their gap. For the 14th year running, Iceland (91.2%) takes the top position. It also continues to be the only country to have closed more than 90% of its gender gap
Sweden and Germany top the table in 5th and 6th respectively, while Uganda are mid-table in 78th, ahead of Italy.
But that's only the overall result. When it comes to women's economic participation and opportunities, Sweden ranks 15th and Germany 88th. Uganda is ranked 102nd. 
The bottom line: It will take 131 years to close this gap at the current rate of progress. Back to you, Pia!



Women Doing Business

Barriers to women‘s 
financial inclusion 
• Social norms, financial 

literacy and lack of access 
to financial services

Gender disparities in labour 
markets
• Employment segregation and the 

unequal distribution of men and 
women across and within job types

Almost 1 billion women 
globally have
• no access to financial 

services; money is not 
protected, 

• no access to savings or 
checking accounts or 
financial products like 
insurance, credit facilities 
and loans

Internet use worldwide –
70 % of men 65 % of women
• In Africa, 40% of men and 30 

% of women

Women reinvest 90% of
their income into their
families and 
communities, compared to 
30 - 40% for men!

Closing the gender gap 
could have increased
global GDP by $28 trillion 
by 2025!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA�Social norms, financial literacy and lack of access to financial services are all barriers to women’s financial inclusion.
Employment segregation, the unequal distribution of men and women across and within job types, is often at the heart of gender disparities in labor market outcomes.
CLICK Almost 1 billion women globally have no access to financial services; their money is not protected, they have no access to savings or checking accounts, or financial products like insurance, credit facilities and loans.
CLICK Worldwide, 70 percent of men are using the Internet, compared with 65 percent of women. In Africa about 40 percent of men and 30 percent of women use the Internet.
CLICK AND here is the thing:
Women reinvest 90% of their income into their families and �communities, compared to 30 - 40% for men. This is highlighting the crucial role of women for economical development.
What if we could close the gender gap? 
CLICK According to calculations by the McKinsey Global Institute, closing the gender gap could have added US$28 trillion to global GDP by 2025.



Click to edit Master 
subtitle style

Jennie 
Sinclair

Entrepreneur, Investor and 
Board Member of the Swedish 
Ownershift Foundation. 

“We now know that men own 
twice as much and thereby 
have more influence over the 
future than women.”

Stockholm

Stockholm © private Stockholm. © private Stockholm. © private 

Sweden
Population: 10.5 million
Area:  447,424 sq km
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Jennie Sinclair is an Entrepreneur and investor and Member of the board of the Swedish Ownershift Foundation.
Using facts and figures, the Foundation sheds light on the imbalance between men and women when it comes to ownership of property (land, houses, businesses, etc.). 
She knows that men own twice as much as women and can therefore exert more influence over the future. What exactly does that look like? And what impact does it have under the conditions of climate change? We look forward to learning more about this with you.
A warm welcome to Jennie Sinclair, the stage is yours!
[SCREEN SHARE OFF] 




15 Minute Impulse / Slides Jennie 
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PIA
Thank you, Jennie Sinclair, for your powerful presentation. I'm sure it will give us all a lot to think about. 
I will now hand over to Joan. Joan is the UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme) Representative for Zonta International. She also works for Shared Action Africa, a women-founded and women-led non-profit organisation based in Uganda that empowers women and girls to build sustainable livelihoods, lead healthy lives and become agents of climate justice in rural and refugee communities. 
So Joan has a great affinity with today's topic.
Over to you, Joan (Back to KARIN)
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Associate Professor and 
Chairwoman of the Board of 
Directors at Makerere University 
Business School

PHD in Business Administration 
and Sustainability from ICT 
University, Cameroon
Saadat is passionate about 
fostering a thriving entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in Uganda

Saadat 
Nakyejwe 

Kimuli, PHD

UGANDA
Population: 50 million
Area:  241,037 sq km

11

MAP: 
© istockphoto.com,
PeterHermesFurian

Kampala

Traffic in Kampala
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Thank you, Jennie Sinclair and Thank you Pia. It is with great pleasure that I introduce you to Saadat Nakyejwe Kimuli from Kampala in Uganda
She is a highly accomplished Associate Professor with extensive experience in education, research and entrepreneurial leadership. She is highly regarded for her proven ability to provide strategic insight, foster innovation and drive positive change within academic institutions. She is passionate about promoting excellence in education and fostering a thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem in Uganda. 
She is as well currently the Principal Investigator of the research 'Sustainable Urban Transport Planning: Integrating a Metro System into the Transport Sector of Kampala Metropolis’. An urgent topic for a healthy planet!
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Break out 
Session 

What are the main take aways?

1. Your most compelling 
personal take away?

2. What are the 
consequences and 
possible solutions you are 
seeing locally or on a 
global level?

Presenter Notes
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JOAN
Thank you, Saadat Nakyejwe Kimuli for these important insights. So let us look together at the take aways, questions and comments we would like to discuss
While Carole is putting us into our break-out rooms, I’d like you to think about the presentations from Jennie Sinclair and Saadat Nakyejwe Kimuli. 
Now it is your turn to share your views, discuss any questions raised in the Chat and bring up some more ideas in the break-out sessions. 
What is your most compelling personal take away? What are the consequences and possible solutions you are seeing locally or globally?

[12 minutes of discussion in break out rooms and 8 minutes for feedback in the plenary]
[Team to take notes in breakout rooms]
[Put everyone in breakout rooms for 10 mins]

CAROLE
SUMMARY IN PLENARY WITH KEYNOTE-SPEAKERS.�Welcome back!
Ask each group leader to share:
Pia
Karen�Joan
Bobbee
Dilruba
Errick/Carole
[remove screen share during feedback]
I’ll now hand over to Karin.





Where do we stand in terms of the 
AGENDA 2030?

17 goals
169 targets
248 indicators

49

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KARIN
Thanks Carole
Zonta International is committed to the 2030 Agenda signed by the 193 member states of the United Nations. Implementing the 17 SDGs of the 2030 Agenda is critical to solving the planetary emergency.
Zonta International's focus is on Goal 5: gender equality.
All 17 goals are interrelated and consist of 169 targets with 248 indicators.
CLICK: Without gender equality, we won't end poverty, we won't ensure good health and well-being, we won't have decent work and we won't have economic growth.
The sad truth: Only fifteen percent of the SDG targets are on track. 
For nearly half of the goals, only minimal or moderate progress has been made. 
And for more than a third of the targets, progress has stalled or even regressed.
This raises questions! What exactly is the problem? What do scientists say? 
How to accelerate the process of implementing the SDGs?




Are we trying to work in a broken 
economic system?

How helpful 
is our key 
economic 
indicator?

© iStockphoto.com, Jian Fan

Gross Domestic Product
Total value of all goods and services produced 
in a country over a given period

MEASURED:
• Growth rate

• Inflation rate

• Standard of living

NOT MEASURED:
• Distribution of income and wealth

• Quality of the environment

• Quality of human well-being
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Are we trying to work in a broken economic system?
Kate Raworth, a British economist from the University of Oxford, pointed out that our economic understanding is still based on the narrative of continuous growth, derived from theories of the 17th and 18th centuries and further developed in the 1920s and 1970s. 
GDP (Gross Domestic Product), developed in the US in the 1920s to track the country's economic development after the Great Depression, remains the primary indicator of economic growth, but fails to consider income distribution, environmental quality and human well-being.
Is GDP suitable for addressing 21st-century challenges and achieving the SDGs? Any alternative to endless growth? 
How could we all thrive within the planetary boundaries?



What is 
Doughnut 
Economics, 
Kate 
Raworth? A reproductive 

and redistributive 
economy of 

wellbeing within 
the planetary 
boundaries.

Are there Alternatives?

Presenter Notes
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KARIN
Here is Kate Raworths proposal. Based on a popular sweet pastry. 
CLICK: What is it all about? 
CLICK: Kate Raworth suggests „a reproductive and redistributive economy of wellbeing within the planetary
boundaries.“ Let‘s find out!
CLICK: If we take a look at the solution for which Kate Raworth took the picture of a doughnut, we see the ecological ceiling and the social foundation, and how the two are interrelated. 
Did you already find „gender equality“? 
What else belongs to the social foundation? 
Housing, networks, energy, water, food, health and of course education, income & work, Peace & justice, political voice and social equity. 
You may have noticed this already: The 12 building blocks of the social foundation correspond to many of the SDGs.



Earth for All – The Giant Leap 

The Giant Leap 
Scenario

Societies adopt unprecedented and 
immediate action across five 
interconnected turnarounds:

• End poverty 

• Address gross inequality

• Empower women
• Transform the food system

• Transition to clean energy

9 Planetary 
Boundaries

12 Social 
Boundaries

Book link, Club of Rome

Presenter Notes
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Karin
The Club of Rome put the doughnut in the book, Earth for All, a survival guide for humanity.
Earth for All proposes two scenarios - 'business as usual' and a 'giant leap' to achieve the change that is needed within a generation.
For the Giant Leap scenario Earth for All uses the 9 planetary boundaries and the 12 social boundaries identified in doughnut economics.
The Giant Leap scenario is where societies adopt unprecedented and immediate action across five interconnected turnarounds.
These are: End Poverty, Address Gross Inequality, Empower Women, Transform the Food System and Transition to Clean Energy. 
It is not out of nowhere that the empowerment of women appears right in the middle of the five transformative turn arounds.
CLICK Kate Raworth is also a member of the Club of Rome and a supporter of the five critical turnarounds suggested.  
She says that it is time to shift from the age of endless growth to an age of thriving in balance.  


https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/earth4all-book/


New financial 
market regulation
• Taxation of large 

fortunes.
• Closing tax 

loopholes.
• Shift from income 

taxation to taxation of 
accumulated wealth.

• Shift from labor 
taxation to taxation of 
resource use.

• Fairer loan financing 
and debt relief for low 
income countries.

How Could It Work?

53

A new operating 
system for business
• Unconditional basic 

income.
• Citizens' funds for the 

use of common goods 
by industry, etc.

• Returns from citizen 
funds for all.

• New currency model in 
connection with 
demurrage (a fee for 
holding money instead 
of investing it 
sustainably).
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How could it work? 
CLICK: According to the scientists, we need a new regulation of the financial markets for a regenerative and distributive economy. This would include a tax on large fortunes, the closure of tax havens, a shift from taxing income to taxing accumulated wealth, and a shift from taxing labour to taxing resource consumption to promote sustainable, prosperous enterprises.
Finally, more equitable access to credit and debt relief for low-income countries is needed.
CLICK: We need to create a new economic operating system - moving away from supposedly beneficial social welfare towards an unconditional basic income and a citizens' return.
This return is fed by citizens' funds into which companies and corporations pay for the use of the commons.
Unsustainable activities should cost companies more in taxes and fees. These funds can then be used to do more to protect the environment, species and the climate, and to finance innovative solutions.
Last but not least, a new monetary model combined with demurrage fees, i.e. fees for holding money, can make it much more attractive to invest in sustainable and ecologically sound public goods and assets.



There is Hope!

https://weall.org/

https://earth4all.life/

ACTION 8
We will achieve gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls as crucial contribution to progress
across all the Sustainable Development Goals and targets.

ACTION 9
We will strengthen our actions to address climate change.

ACTION 47 – ACTION 52
We will accelerate reform of the international financial
architecture (…)

ACTION 53
We will develop a framework on measures of progress on 
sustainable development to
complement and go beyond gross domestic product.

54

PACT FOR THE FUTURE

We are at a time of profound 
global transformation. 

We are confronted by rising 
catastrophic and existential 
risks, many caused by the 
choices we make.

Fellow human beings are 
enduring terrible suffering. 

If we do not change course, we 
risk tipping into a future of 
persistent crisis and 
Breakdown.

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sof-zonta-international-input-zero-draft-pact-for-future.pdf
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KARIN
The UN Future Summit in New York on September 22-23, 2024 was a defining moment.
World leaders adopted the Pact for the Future. The potentially groundbreaking outcome document also includes a declaration on future generations and a Global Digital Pact to promote intergenerational justice and protect human rights on the internet. 
CLICK: The pact states very clearly where we stand.
The aim of the pact is to accelerate action to get the sustainable development goals back on track and fully implemented by 2030.
The pact for the future comprises five topics with 56 measures/actions. 
I have brought a few excerpts for you here. 
CLICK: Central to this is the empowerment of all women and girls as an essential prerequisite for achieving the implementation of the SDGs, as well as the strengthening of measures to combat climate change. 
Actions 47 to 53 are aimed at reforming the international financial architecture. As the Club of Rome report made clear, without such reform it will not work.
A key factor for this is formulated in Action 53: It should be a bit more familiar to you now: “We will develop a framework for measuring progress in sustainable development that complements and goes beyond gross domestic product.”
Isn't that the perfect basis for a joint advocacy effort? Over to you Carole!

https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sof-zonta-international-input-zero-draft-pact-for-future.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sof-zonta-international-input-zero-draft-pact-for-future.pdf


Discussion

How can we 
advocate for 
women´s full 
participation in 
the economy?

• Locally 
• Nationally 
• Internationally
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CAROLE
Thank you Karin and Welcome back to our final discussion. 
Concerning turbocharging the implementation of the SDGs. What thoughts, experiences and ideas for action can we share? What questions do you have for our keynote speakers?�
[remove screen share during discussion]
[10 minutes discussion in the plenary]




Without the North-South Dialogue, 
Nothing Works

56
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JOAN / (or Back up: PIA)
Can the solutions work equally well for everyone? To answer that, we need an ongoing dialogue between all stakeholders on an equal footing. We need to understand where we stand and how we can support each other with our resources and knowledge.
Can the solutions work equally well for everyone? To answer that, we need an ongoing dialogue between all stakeholders on an equal footing. We need to understand where we stand and how we can support each other with our resources and knowledge.
Therefore, one of the most important aspects of our work is for Zontians from the Global North to meet and exchange ideas with Zontians from the Global South. 
We invite members and experts from around the world to talk about the climate challenges in their countries and what can be done to create a better world for women and girls. 
These presentations always spark fruitful discussions, as they did today. Over to you, Carole!



Zonta Says NOW Resources

57

JUST 
RELEASED!

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Causes/ZontaSaysNOW/Resources 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE 
This biennium Zonta Says NOW is focusing on enabling women to participate fully in the economy
Our latest fact sheet has just been released and you can find it on the Zonta Says NOW Resources page.
And now over to Karin for the last stop on our journey.

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Causes/ZontaSaysNOW/Resources


What is next?

https://weall.org/

https://earth4all.life/
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KARIN
The 29th session of the Conference of the Parties, COP29, is scheduled to begin on November 11, 2024 in Baku, Azerbaijan, again an oil country.
Key expected outcomes from COP29 include a new collective quantified target for climate finance (replacing the current target of USD 100 billion per year) and guidelines for the implementation of the new Loss and Damage Fund (including eligibility criteria).
Let's pay close attention to how women and girls, in all their diversity and with all their human rights, knowledge and needs, are represented in this process.

https://unfccc.int/cop29


The economic cost of gender-based 
violence

• €54 billion (approximately $58.5 billion) per year
• Estimated cost of gender-based violence in Germany 
• European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) 2021 report

• That's €148 million (approximately $160.2 million) per day

• What if the victims of gender-based violence were mainly men? 

• What would be the deal then? 
• And how much money would they consider the protection 

against violence to be worth?

https://eige.europa.eu/publications-resources/publications/costs-
gender-based-violence-european-union 
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KARIN
With the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence ahead: A final thought. Have you thought about the economic cost of gender-based violence?
The European Institute for Gender Equality recently found that the cost of gender-based violence in Germany alone was about 54 billion euros a year – that’s about 588.5 billion US dollars.
This is 148 million Euros a day – or 160 million US dollars a day!
What if the victims of gender-based violence were mainly men?
What would the deal be then?  And how much money would they consider the protection against violence to be worth?
It makes you think! Over to you Carole.

https://eige.europa.eu/publications-resources/publications/costs-gender-based-violence-european-union
https://eige.europa.eu/publications-resources/publications/costs-gender-based-violence-european-union


Find out more about
 

Zonta Says NOW 

at 

zonta.org

or 

email

 info@zontasaysnow.org.au

Thank you.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
If you would like to find out more about Zonta or would like to get in contact please visit our website or email us at the address above. 
A big thank you to our speakers, our co-hosts and all of you for attending today’s Think Tank. Let us open our cameras and mics! And let us say Goodbye with a big smile! 
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