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[Carole record meeting, and make Sandra co-host.  Check sound is on share.]
[Sandra let people in]
SUE
Welcome to the May meeting of the Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank. 
My name is Sue Lees and I am one of your hosts today and I am speaking from Victoria.
Please remember to keep your microphone on mute during presentations and you are welcome to ask questions or make comments in the chat line.
Please use the chat line to say where you are from.
We will record today’s meeting, but conversations in the break-out rooms will not be in the final recording.
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SUE
Here is our Australian team. Today, we are joining the Think Tank from six states in Australia, as shown by the stars on the map. 
Christine Trenorden is joining us from her holiday in Queensland, and Carole Theobald will be operating Zoom behind the scenes and monitoring the chat line.
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SUE
Today our journey focuses on Mother Earth, so let’s get started.


International Mother Earth Day
22 April
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SUE
We are delighted to welcome you all, especially first-timers, to the Think Tank.  
Each month, we highlight a United Nations International Day.  
The 22 April marks International Mother Earth Day
Mother Earth Day brings attention to the intersection of gender and environmental issues. 
Women often bear the greatest burdens of environmental degradation, facing challenges such as access to clean water, food security, and the impacts of climate change. 
Recognizing and celebrating this day helps to elevate women's voices in environmental discussions, promotes gender equality in decision-making processes related to environmental protection, and empowers women to be leaders in sustainable development efforts. 
As today’s meeting comes from Australia we thought it would be lovely to take a minute and celebrate our nature ‘down under’.
[Carole play video 1:30 and at end of video]
And now I’ll hand over to Vicky Carman-Brown in Tasmania to explain why Zonta Says NOW.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8TX4oJTMuQ&t=21s
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VICKI
Thanks Sue.
Let’s remind ourselves why Zonta says now to gender-equal climate action.  
This train was built during the industrial revolution – a time when humans started to put more greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere.
CLICK where they are accumulating, forming a blanket around the planet 
CLICK and causing global heating and associated extreme weather events.
CLICK Extreme droughts, fires, floods and storms trigger social disruption – causing millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
CLICK This social disruption magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICK Zonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Climate Agreement and closing the gender equality gaps in education, health, economic opportunity and safety.



The women and girls who inspire
Zonta Says NOW
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Freya, 51, Germany, in
temporary shelter, 2 years
after floods.

Ralia, 33, Nigeria
Floods destroy the market taking away her
livelihood. How will she feed her family? Personas
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VICKI
Climate change impacts women and girls of all ages in all countries.  These are the women and girls who inspire us to take action:
CLICK In Sudan, Dabor aged 9, must walk further each day looking for food, water and wood in her drought-affected country. There is no time for her to go to school and she no longer dreams of being a teacher.
CLICK In Mozambique, Aayan aged 11, is frightened as she is being sold into marriage. Her family lost everything in the floods, leaving them destitute and unable to feed her
CLICK In Canada, Judith aged 42 has a daughter Clare aged 7. Clare has severe asthma that is made worse by the wildfire smoke. Judith is losing income as she must stay home to care for Clare and worries she may lose her casual job.
CLICK In Australia, Maria aged 79, walks to the local library to find relief from extreme heat as she cannot afford air conditioning in her rented apartment. She has a heart condition and worries about how she will financially, physically and mentally survive the hot summer.
CLICK In Nigeria, Ralia aged 33, saw her entire market wash away in the floods – taking away her livelihood and she is worried about how she will feed her children.
CLICK In Germany, Freya 51, was made homeless in floods.  She has lived in temporary shelters for nearly 2 years and just wants a permanent place to live.


Our Purpose

Zonta Says NOW
seeks climate justice
for women and girls

So women and girls can prevent, prepare for, respond to and
recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.

We do this by taking gender-equal climate action
locally, nationally and internationally
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VICKI
Zonta Says NOW seeks climate justice for women and girls.
We want women to be able to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.  
We do this by taking gender-equal climate action locally, nationally and internationally.
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VICKI
I’ll now hand back to Sue Lees to introduce our guest speaker.


Fitzroy Crossing reflects on flood devastation

one year on
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SUE 
Thanks Vicki
We are privileged today to welcome Professor Anne Poelina.
Anne lives in Broome (marked by the blue star on the map) in the Kimberley region of Western Australia.
She a Nyikina Warrwa woman from the Kimberley region of Western Australia. Her culture goes back over 50,000 years. 
Professor Poelina is an active community leader, human and earth rights advocate, film maker, and respected academic researcher. 
Last year, massive floods caused devastation around Fitzroy Crossing (shown by the red star on the map), and Anne was heavily involved in helping the community recover.
She is also one of two recipients of the ZC Melbourne-on-Yarra Women Taking Climate Action Awards.  From next biennium the award will be a District 23 award.  
This year, Professor Poelina shared the award with Alana Mountain, a young environmental advocate    
Anne provided this video to thank the club for the award.



Women Taking Climate Action
Award 2023

Professor Anne Poelina
(Co-Winner)
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[Carole plays video [1:35]
At end of video

SUE
As you are all aware, Zonta Says Now is an international campaign working to raise the voices, concerns, and positive actions of women across the Earth regarding climate justice. 
We can only be effective and successful if we work together, which means that we need to understand issues relevant to different communities and regions and learn from each other so that our voices and actions are united and strong. 
We welcome this opportunity to learn from you Professor Poelina.
Over to you. 
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Anne’s presentation 

[Carole removes share screen]
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SANDRA
This is Sandra Burns in Victoria.  
Thank you Professor Poelina for today’s talk as well as the two articles that were circulated before the meeting.  
We’d like to use the breakout rooms to discuss what we have learned, improve our understanding of climate justice and its implications for First Nations women everywhere, and explore how we can support each other better.


Professor
Anne Poelina

- Qand A

In break-out rooms, each group
« discusses issues raised and
» identifies at least 2 questions to ask Professor Poelina

[15 mins]
Professor Poelina answers questions from the group
facilitators

‘If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time.

If you have come here because your liberation is bound up with

Chair of Indigenous Knowledges, mine, then let us work together’

University of Notre Dame

Chair of the Martuwarra Fitzroy River
Council

Active community leader, human and
Earth rights advocate, and
filmmaker.

Lila Watson, Aboriginal Elder,
activist and educator from Queensland.
(Quote developed in collaboration with other activists)
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SANDRA
We will go into 3 break-out rooms for 10 minutes and we’d like each group facilitator to return with at least 2 questions to ask Anne.
The group facilitators will ask Anne one question each and if we have sufficient time, we can ask more questions.
We’ll allow 15 minutes for the question/answers.
 
[Sandra hosts the sharing of questions at the end of the break-out room – keep international focus.  Ask Sharyl, Sue, and Christine and keep going around until we run out of time!!]
 
At end of the last question…
Many thanks, Anne, for your fabulous presentation.  You have opened our eyes to many issues relating to women, Earth rights and how we can connect better with the country.   
CLICK I’d like us all to reflect on this quote often attributed to Lilla Watson:
‘If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time.  If you have come here because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together’.
We look forward to working together with First Nations women around the world as our futures are intrinsically linked by how we all treat Mother Earth.  
 
I’ll now hand over to Bridget Mather in South Australia to introduce our next speaker.
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Thanks Sandra.
On Mother Earth Day, we open our Virtual Art Gallery, and today we will have preview.
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BRIDGET
Today Jule Trone would have been previewing the Art Gallery.
Julie Trone is a member of the Zonta Club of Fort Collins in District 12 in Colorado USA.  
This is a photo of the country near where she lives.
Julie is an active member of the International Zonta Says NOW Working Group and has led the Virtual Art Gallery initiative since its inception.
However, poor Julie had a skiing accident and has suffered a severe concussion, so cannot present today.  She is on the mend, just needs rest and quiet.
Therefore, Carole Theobald and Hillary Norfleet will be stepping in to introduce the gallery.
Over to you Carole.


<)* Thank You to the team

Julie Trone
ZC Fort Collins
USA

Hillary Norfleet
ZC Milford
USA

Mita Mitra
Supporting Member
Germany

Pamela Morgan
ZC Essex County
USA

Laura Wood
ZC Owen Sound
Canada

Sally Anzan-Delbegue
ZC Lome-Millenium
Cote D’lvoire
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CAROLE
Thanks Bridget
Yes, sometimes things don’t go to plan and we all wish Julie well for a speedy recovery.  Apparently looking at computer screens makes her dizzy at the moment.  If you are listening to this Julie, be aware that we are all thinking of you and wishing you well.
Julie led the Virtual Art Gallery team that began with a discussion between her and Pamela Morgan – who many of you would have met through the Think Tank.
More Think Tank members volunteered to join the team and special thanks go to Mita Mitra in Germany, Sally Anzan-Delbege in Cote D’Ivoire, Laura Wood in Canada and Hilary Norfleet in the USA (who fine-tuned the web based design).  It is amazing what happens from one conversation.
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CAROLE
Before we go into the Virtual Art Gallery, I want to share with you these social media items developed by our Social Media Team.  The team is led by Pia Hultgren and includes Julie Trone, Dee Croft, Malin Bunnstad Ottosson from Sweden, Mari Delos Santos from the Philippines.  Dee Croft designed these posts – many thanks Dee!
We will put them with the video of today’s meeting so you can share them through your club’s social media pages from Earth Day!


VIRTUAL ART GALLERY

HOME SUBMISSIONS

ENVISIONING A GENDER-EQUAL SUSTAINABLE FUTURE THROUGH THE ARTS

We are bombarded with the science and numbers of climate change, and for many people the numbers are meaningless. However,
through the arts, we can connect with our feelings and emotions and cut through the numbers to better understand the problems and
the possible futures we can create.

How Children Can Make A
Change — Earth Day Poem

Fire and Flood

One Word, Act

=

Tarkine River Red Gum Untouched Environment

ZONTA Says Now to Climate Justice | Virtual Art

Galler

zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.or

“The climate crisis is not ‘gender -

HUN i3]
neutral. Women and giris woMEN E3

experience the greatest impacts of
climate change, which amplifies existing gender
inequalities and poses unique threats to their

livelinoods, health, and safety.” —
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Luckily, Hillary Norfleet from Michigan is with us today – she knows the website better than anyone and I’ll ask her to show us how to use it properly!
Hillary, this is the home page.  Where do you suggest I start?
Go to web site and demonstrate it.

https://zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org/
https://zontasaysnowvirtualartgallery.org/
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BRIDGET
Many thanks Carole and Hillary for showing us the gallery.  We all appreciate the work that Julie and her team have done in bringing the Virtual Art Gallery to fruition. And to the Social Media team for creating the posts to support it.
As you said, this year has been a learning year.
Let’s hope that we can encourage more Zontians to share their creations on our next Mother Earth Day.
Now let’s look at what has been happening since the last meeting.


£
By 2050, climate change will push up to
158 million more women and girls
into poverty
and lead
236 million more women into hunger.

NGO

2-hour online workshop on climate, women & poverty
Conversation Circles
See our working page at zontasaysnow.org.au

Actions since the last meeting

Convention
Zonta Says NOW Activities

* Pre-Convention Virtual Workshop 24 May
o Uniting for Climate Justice and Equality
o Replaces May meeting
o Register for the Convention to attend
o Access workshop recording via Whova app
that opens on 30 April

» Face-to-face workshop 27 June
o Are you and your community disaster-ready?

» Panel discussion 30 June
o Lisa Blair
o Dipisha Bhujel
o Carole Theobald
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BRIDGET
The Working Group hosted an online workshop as part of the Non government Organisation, Commission on the Status of Women 68 Forum.  
The Working Group showed how climate change exacerbates women’s poverty and examined how different methods can be used to measure a successful economy based on sustainability and people’s health and well-being.
Members of the working group also helped to facilitate conversation circles.
The videos of the presentation, slides, toolkit with all the links used and videos of the conversation circles can all be found on our working page at zontasaysnow.org.au.
CLICK
It is not long until our International Convention in Brisbane.  We have 3 Zonta Says NOW activities.
A Pre-Convention Virtual Workshop is being planned for Friday 24 May and this will replace our May Intercontinental Think Tank meeting.  
The Virtual Workshop will investigate how we are Uniting for Climate Justice and Equality.
The workshop will be available to Zontians who have registered for Convention and, after the live session, a recording will appear on the Convention Whova app.
You access the workshop via the Whova app that opens on 30 April

A face-to-face workshop will be held in Brisbane on 27 June, to explore how we and our communities can be disaster-ready. (This session is already full).
A third event is our Zonta Says NOW panel discussion featuring Lisa Blair, Dipisha Bhujel and Carole Theobald.
Lisa Blair single-handedly sailed her boat Climate Action Now around Antarctica in record-breaking time raising climate awareness and taking environmental samples on her journey.
Dipisha Bhujel is a 2020 YWPA international awardee from Nepal who has set up a women led not for profit company to address period poverty.  She produces compostable menstrual pads from banana fibre and educates girls on menstrual health.  
And most of you will know Carole Theobald, the Zontian who got out of her comfort zone to start Zonta Says NOW.
This will be a fascinating discussion – so don’t miss it.
I’ll now hand over to Christine Trenorden who is on holiday in Queensland to tell us more about what we can look forward to in the coming months.


Strategic Plan

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL

A

Zonta, Gender Equity, and
a Vision for 2030 & Beyond

Strategic Plan Goals and Strategies 2023-2030

Zonta Says NOW is the campaign for climate justice

Z6nta will fully embrace climate justice a
an area of focus, and we will further develop

Zonta Says NOW as the campaign for our
activities to address climate justice at local,
and international levels.
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CHRISTINE
Thanks Bridget.
Yes, the Working Group has been planning ahead for the next biennium.
As you are aware, in Zonta’s Strategic Plan Zonta Says NOW is identified as Zonta’s campaign for climate justice.
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CHRISTINE
And the last edition of the Zontian Magazine pointed out that CLICK climate justice puts gender equity and human rights at the core of decision-making and action on climate change
CLICK The article described how the Zonta Says NOW Working Group was set up to implement the recommendations in Zonta’s Statement on Climate Change.


«{»* Statement on Climate Change
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CHRISTINE
The recommendations call on governments and members to take action around:
CLICK Meeting obligations under the Paris Agreement and increasing awareness of climate justice.
CLICK Educating girls and encourage them to take up STEM careers and be part of the global response to climate change.
CLICK Involving more women in decision-making so we have gender balance in governing bodies on environmental sustainability
CLICK Enabling equal economic opportunities by addressing gender gaps in child care, elder care, pay, - anything that is a barrier to women participating fully and equally in the economy.
CLICK And including women in disaster preparedness and planning, so their needs are met.


2022-2024 focus

ZONTA INTERNATIOMNAL'S

STATEMENT ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

A GENDER EQUALITY ISSUE

Approved by the Zonta International Board April 2021; Published June 2021

j/ Priorities reflected in our

workshops for the Convention
* Uniting for Climate Justice and
Equality

* Are you and your community
\  disaster-ready? J
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Calls on governments to

Meet obligations under Paris
Climate Agreement

Educate girls and include
STEM and climate change

Involve more women in
decision-making processes

Enable women'’s full
participation in the economy

Include women in disaster
preparedness planning that
include women’s needs

Statement on Climate Change

Calls on members to

Increase awareness and raise
awareness locally

Promote girls’ education, climate
literacy, women in STEM

Support women’s inclusion in
national and local decision-making
on environmental sustainability.

Advocate for national policies that
ensure women'’s full and equal
participation in the economy.

Include gendered climate change
advocacy actions
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CHRISTINE
This biennium we have focused on raising awareness of climate justice and disaster preparedness.
CLICK These recommendations are reflected in our two workshops for the Convention.


2022-2024 focus

2024-2026 focus

STATEMENT ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

A GENDER EQUALITY ISSUE

Approved by the Zonta International Board April 2021; Published June 2021

V&
By 2050, climate change will push up to
| 158 million more women and girls
into poverty
and lead
236 million more women into hunger. .’
UN Women

3

Calls on governments to

Meet obligations under Paris
Climate Agreement

Educate girls and include
STEM and climate change

Involve more women in
decision-making processes

Enable women'’s full
participation in the economy

Include women in disaster
preparedness planning that
include women’s needs

Statement on Climate Change

Calls on members to

Increase awareness and raise
awareness locally

Promote girls’ education, climate
literacy, women in STEM

Support women’s inclusion in
national and local decision-making
on environmental sustainability.

Advocate for national policies that
ensure women'’s full and equal
participation in the economy.

Include gendered climate change
advocacy actions
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CHRISTINE
For the next biennium we will focus on involving more women in decision-making on environmental sustainability and also look at how we can enable women’s full and equal participation in the economy.
CLICK Our presentation at the NGO CSW 68 helped to set the scene for the next biennium – so be sure to have a look at it.  
I’ll now hand over to Sharyl Scott in New South Wales to share some news items.
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Thanks Christine.  
Yes, a lot is happening at the moment.
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Registrations are open for the Convention in Brisbane, and don’t forget to register for workshops and other events. 
If you are flying to Brisbane have a look at the tips to reduce your carbon footprint in the Guide to Environmentally Responsible Air Travel.
Also be aware that the Virtual Workshops will be held during May – the program is currently being finalised, so keep up to date on the Convention website.


Human rights violated by Swiss inaction
on climate, ECHR rules in landmark case

Court finds in favour of group of older Swiss women who claimed
weak policies put them at greater risk of death from heatwaves

' Al

The power of women

* European Court of Human
Rights

« 2,500 older women from
Switzerland

* 9 years in court

e« Success!

@4 Older Swiss women win historic climate court ruling - video

Weak government climate policies violate fundamental human rights, the
European court of human rights has ruled.

The Guardian
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Check out this good news story.  
Around 2,500 older women from Switzerland identified that increased heat associated with climate change was putting their lives at risk.  They felt their government was not taking climate change seriously enough and the weak government policies violated their fundamental human rights.
The European Court of Human Rights agreed with them.
It took nine years – and congratulations to these amazing women.  They are an inspiration to us all.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/09/human-rights-violated-inaction-climate-echr-rules-landmark-case
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The road to climate justice is not easy.  We know the problems and have identified many solutions.  
Sometimes it can be very frustrating when action feels so slow…and here is one way that scientists care for themselves!
It put a smile on my face!!

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/picture/2024/mar/23/how-do-climate-scientists-look-after-themselves?utm_term=65ff7b1929421f01e17609f3b77cc5dc&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email#img-1
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On Earth Day

Breathe the air that connects us
Take a walk in nature

Listen to the birds

Reflect on how we are building
a better, more sustainable
world for women and girls

Donate to the Foundation’s
Endowment Fund

(Zonta’s Future Fund)

https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1
640.donation=form1&df id=1640&mfc pref=T
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However, rather than screaming into a pillow, how about taking some time out to breathe on Earth Day?  
The air connects all living things and reminds us that we are part of nature.
Take a walk outside – feel the sun on your face, admire nature’s beauty and listen to the birds.
Reflect on how we are building a better, more sustainable world for women and girls.
Then, when you are feeling relaxed, make a donation to the Foundation’s Endowment Fund so that future generations can enjoy a better world, too.


https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T
https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T

Be inspired

with
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau

asknature.orq Bloomberg.com/originals/series/
an-optimists-quide-to-the-planet
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And for a little more inspiration, check out the Ask Nature website that shows how much we can learn from nature.
For example, did you know that water bears, one of nature’s smallest life forms, create a special sugar to dehydrate themselves when times are hard and hydrate again when conditions improve? This knowledge is being used to help us store vaccines at room temperature.
The website contains hundreds of examples of how we can learn from nature.
[Carole be ready to show water bear example and coral reef example if time]
And also take a look at Nikolaj Coster-Waldau’s 6 part series An Optimist’s Guide to the Planet.  
If Nikolaj looks familiar, he played the part of Jamie Lannister in Game of Thrones.  In real life, he is a UNDP Goodwill Ambassador.
This series can be viewed on the web for free – just google ‘An optimist’s guide to the planet’ to bring up the Bloomberg site.
Here is the trailer so you can get a taste of the show.
[Carole play video – need to go to website due to copyright]

https://asknature.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/originals/series/an-optimists-guide-to-the-planet
https://www.bloomberg.com/originals/series/an-optimists-guide-to-the-planet

Working to achieve climate justice
for women and girls
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It is very uplifting to know that through our work eventually Dabor will be able to go to school, Aayan will not be sold into marriage, Judith can look after Clare without worrying about her job, Maria can be cool in her own home, Ralia can sell her goods and feed her family and Freya can be in a permanent home.
Over to you Vicki in Tasmania.
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Thanks Sharyl.
Finally, to our next meetings


A 12N
|NTERNATIONAL TO GENDER-EQUAL CLIMATE ACTION

BUILD A BETTER WORLD Y
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

May - Zonta International Pre Convention Virtual Workshop

Friday 24 May, 1 pm to 2.30 pm UTC
Chicago 8 am to 9.30 am
You need to register for the Convention to access the virtual

workshop.

June — Intercontinental Think Tank
« Sunday 23 June at 10 am UTC (note new date!)
» This session will be hosted by Zontians from Europe and

Africa. Reqister

For 2024’s MEETING DATES and the video and slides from today’s meeting, visit:
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/
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Thanks Sharyl.
We have had to change the dates for both the May and June meetings. 
The May meeting will be replaced by our Zonta International Convention Virtual Workshop.  
This will be held on Friday 24 May at 1pm to 2.30 pm UTC which is 8 am to 9.30 am Chicago time. 
You will need to register for Convention to access the virtual workshop. 
In June, our Intercontinental Think Tank meeting has been put back one week to Sunday 23 June at 10am UTC.  
This meeting will be hosted by Zontians in Europe and Africa. 
We are currently updating our websites to reflect these changes.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ldeqorDMtHtbn9G4H9D5NZn07k8sFXC2B
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/

A
ZONTA

INTERNATIONAL

BUILD A BETTER WORLD

FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

Intercontinental Think Tank
Thank you

Resources: zonta.org/zontasaysnow
Draft resources, meeting notes, videos: www.zontasaysnow.org.au

\Email: info@zontasaysnow.org.au
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We hope you have enjoyed today’s meeting and have learned a little bit more about Australia.
Thanks again to Professor Anne Poelina and the team for hosting today’s event.
Remember, through our gender-equal climate action, we are building a better world for women and girls.
If you have any questions please email the Working Group at info@zontasaysnow.org.au.    
We look forward to seeing you at the Pre-Convention Virtual Workshop next month, so remember to register for the Convention so you can attend.
As Carole would say, keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun!
Enjoy Earth Day! Goodbye.


http://www.zontasaysnow.org.au/
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