
Intercontinental Think Tank
Zoom Meeting – 18 February 2024

10 am to 11.30 am UTC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLE
Welcome to the February meeting of the Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank. 
My name is Carole Theobald and I have the privilege of leading the Zonta Says NOW Working Group. I am hosting this meeting today from Perth in Western Australia.
Please remember to keep your microphone on mute during presentations and you are welcome to ask questions or make comments in the chat line.
Please use the chat line to say where you are from.
We will record today’s meeting, but conversations in the break-out rooms will not be in the final recording.
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We have a full program, so let’s get started.



Welcome

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---
relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_882219.pdf 

“All human beings, irrespective of race, creed or 
sex, have the right to pursue both their material 

well-being and their spiritual development in 
conditions of freedom and dignity, of 

economic security and equal opportunity”.

Universal Human Rights 
and capabilities

Equal access to 
opportunities

Fair Distribution of 
outcomes

Just transitions
six events  
on 20 Feb
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CAROLE
We are delighted to welcome you all, especially first-timers, to the Think Tank.  
Each month, we highlight a United Nations International Day.  
The 20 February marks the World Day of Social Justice and the International Labour Organisation will be hosting six webinars around the world to advance social justice.  So what is social justice?
According to the ILO, social justice is reflected in the aspiration that “all human beings, irrespective of race, creed or sex, have the right to pursue both their material well-being and their spiritual development in conditions of freedom and dignity, of economic security and equal opportunity”.  It is premised on the intrinsic value of human dignity, as expressed in the ILO’s founding principle that “labour is not a commodity”. 
There are 4 dimensions to social justice – universal human rights and capabilities, fair distribution of outcomes, equal access to opportunities and just transitions.
The General Assembly recognizes that social development and social justice are indispensable for the achievement and maintenance of peace and security.  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_882219.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_882219.pdf
https://live.ilo.org/events/world-day-social-justice-2024-02
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Our Intercontinental Think Tank is coordinated by our Zonta Says NOW Working Group and various members will be helping with today’s meeting.
I’ll now ask ANGELA to explain why Zonta Says NOW.




Why does Zonta Say NOW?

Increased 
greenhouse 

gas emissions

Cause global heating and 
extreme weather events

Trigger social 
disruption

Magnify gender 
inequality

Stops the train by taking climate action and closing the gender gaps in 
education, health, economic opportunity and safety
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ANGELA
Let’s remind ourselves why Zonta says now to gender-equal climate action.  
This train was built during the industrial revolution – a time when humans started to put more greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere.
CLICK where they are accumulating, forming a blanket around the planet CLICK and causing global warming and associated extreme weather events.
CLICK Extreme droughts, fires, floods and storms trigger social disruption – causing millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
CLICK This social disruption magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICK Zonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Climate Agreement and closing the gender equality gaps in education, health, economic opportunity and safety.




The women and girls who inspire 
Zonta Says NOW

Dabor, 9, Sudan
Drought means 
that she walks 

further for water, 
fuel and food.  No 
time for school.

Aayan, 11, 
Mozambique

Floods destroyed her 
family’s home, they 

became destitute and 
sold Aayan into child 

marriage.

Personas

Judith, 42 and Clare 7, 
Canada

Wildfire smoke triggered 
Clare’s asthma so Judith 

stayed home to look 
after her.  She is worried 

she will lose her job. 

Maria, 79, Australia
 She has a heart condition 

and cannot afford air 
conditioning. She is worried 
about surviving the extreme 

heat this summer.
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ANGELA
Climate change impacts women and girls of all ages in all countries.  These are the women and girls that inspire the Zonta Says NOW Working Group to take gender-equal climate action:
CLICK In Sudan, Dabor aged 9, has to walk further each day looking for food, water and wood in her drought-affected country. There is no time for her to go to school and she no longer dreams of being a teacher.
CLICK In Mozambique, Aayan aged 11, is frightened as she is being sold into marriage. Her family lost everything in the floods that destroyed crops, housing and buildings, leaving them destitute and unable to feed her
CLICK In Canada, Judith aged 42 has a daughter Clare aged 7. Clare has severe asthma that is made worse by the wildfire smoke. Judith is losing income as she must stay home to care for Clare and is worried she may lose her casual job.
CLICK In Australia, Maria aged 79, walks to the local library to find relief from extreme heat as she cannot afford air conditioning in her rented apartment. She has a heart condition and worries about how she will financially, physically and mentally survive the hot summer.




So women and girls can prevent, prepare for, respond to and 
recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.

We do this by taking gender-equal climate action 
locally, nationally and internationally

Our Purpose
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Zonta Says NOW seeks climate justice for women and girls, like Dabor, Aayan, Wailani, Ralia, Judith, Clare and Maria.
We want women to be able to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of climate change on the same basis as men.  
We do this by taking gender-equal climate action locally, nationally and internationally.





Website Think Tanks Action Framework

Resources

Virtual Art Gallery 

Our Tools

zonta.org
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To help us take action we have a CLICK website, CLICK, and Think Tanks in various countries.
CLICK We use a 5 step framework for action. Gather the facts, lead by example, use our voice, advocate and collaborate.
CLICK We are guided by the Zonta International Strategic Plan and the Statement on Climate Change and have developed many resource using the framework for action to help Zontians on their climate justice journey. Our resources include action guides, fact sheets and a Virtual Art Gallery.
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Let’s look at what has been happening since the last meeting.



Actions since the last meeting

Virtual Art Gallery
Closing Date 29 February

Launch on 
Mother Earth Day 22 April

NGO CSW 68
Presentation on 

Sunday 17 March 
at 10.30pm UTC

Social Media
Instagram, Zonta App
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What has been happening since the last meeting?
Entries for the Virtual Art Gallery were extended to the end of February and will be launched on Mother Earth Day that is on 22 April.  We may have a sneak preview of the Art Gallery at our Intercontinental Think Tank meeting on 21 April.
CLICK
We have been preparing the two hour Zonta Says NOW presentation/workshop for the NGO CSW 68.  This event will replace our usual Think Tank meeting.
CLICK
Our Social Media team has been busy and we have seen photos, slide shows and videos on our Instagram feed and the Zonta App.  Well done to the team – and to Zonta HQ for raising awareness and promoting the Virtual Art Gallery.
CLICK
We have also developed a series of Disaster-Ready Guides – but we will talk more about these later in the meeting.
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Our first speaker today is Mwanaahamisi Singano from WEDO.



Click to edit Master 
subtitle style

Mwanahamisi 
Singano
(Mishy)

Global Policy Lead
Women’s Environment and Development 

Organization (WEDO)
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Our first speaker today is Mwanahamisi Singano from WEDO.
Mishy is the Senior Global Policy Lead for the Women’s Environment and Development Organisation.  
She is based in Tanzania.
Mishy could not be with us today, so Carole caught up with her on Zoom to learn more about her, what WE DO does and how they address the challenges and opportunities for women and girls in the face of climate change.  She also asked about her impressions of COP28 and how Zonta members can work with WEDO to advance gender-equal climate justice.
Let’s hear what Mishy had to say.

[Carole to play video}



WEDO video

https://youtu.be/ALIDkx0LxEk 

https://youtu.be/ALIDkx0LxEk
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Our second speaker is Nomena ‘Rasoaman-and-raibe’



Click to edit Master 
subtitle style

Nomena 
Rasoamanandraibe

ZC Madagascar
District 18

MADAGASCAR
Land area: 587,041 sq km
Population: 28.8 million

Antananarivo
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Nomena is from the newly formed Zonta Club of Madagascar.
Nomena RASOAMANANDRAIBE is from Antananarivo Madagascar. 
She first heard about Zonta in a Newsletter from a German friend in 2016.
She is currently the President and founder of the Zonta Club of Madagascar, which is one of the newest clubs in the Zonta world. 
Before Madagascar, Nomena had been a member of Zonta Eclub of West Africa since 2020.
Nomena is the manager of her own company, HAYTEK , which specializes in outsourcing offshore customer relations, content management, IT development, bookkeeping (invoice entry and accounting entry) , desktop publishing or DTP.  
She also presides over an association called EKILIBRE, which promotes human and environmental rights.
 Helping people live better, and in the best conditions, makes Nomena happy and this is one of the reasons why she joined Zonta. 
Over to you Nomena!
 
At end of presentation:
Thank you Nomena – there are so many challenges in your country.
I’ll now hand over to Bobbee.



Agriculture

Andravoahangy is a place 
where farmers bring and 
sell their produce in the 
early morning.

Photos taken during 
interviews last Wednesday. 

















Health
Women queue and wait for medical 
consultations at a "Centre de Santé 
de Base".

Photos taken last week. 







Vehicle 
exhausts







Women queue and wait for medical consultations

Unsafe 
rivers after 
rainfalls.











Plastic 
pollution in 

our 
waterways







Life in 
the 

country
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BOBBEE
At the last meeting we introduced two disaster-ready guides.  



Introducing the Disaster-Ready Guides

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BOBBEE
We now have five disaster-ready guides to support our Action Guide 02 on Disaster Preparedness and Response
The guides are written for an international audience and, as you can see from their titles, they take a question-based approach.
They are all designed to be read online as they contain hyperlinks.
We briefly showed the first two guides at the last meeting, so let’s look at them all in more detail and see what they cover.
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BOBBEE
The first explains why women and girls are more vulnerable to the impacts of disasters.
It goes through how women have less access to information, more caring responsibilities, less mobility lower socioeconomic status, fewer assets, higher rates of malnutrition and illiteracy, less participation and representation in decision-making and less access to skills training and livelihood opportunities to cope and recover from disasters.
CLICK
It goes on the describe the unique needs of women and girls in disasters – protection from gender-based violence, and access to reproductive health care, mental health and psychosocial support.  Women and girls need opportunities to restore their livelihoods and be involved in decision-making. They also need the fundamentals – adequate food, safe water, hygiene supplies, and safe shelter – and access to education, information and ways to communicate their needs.
There are many useful links in the Guide to explore the topic further.
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BOBBEE
It goes on to describe the unique needs of women and girls in disasters – protection from gender-based violence, and access to reproductive health care, mental health and psychosocial support.  Women and girls need opportunities to restore their livelihoods and be involved in decision-making. They also need the fundamentals – adequate food, safe water, hygiene supplies, and safe shelter – and access to education, information and ways to communicate their needs.
There are many useful links in the Guide to explore the topic further.
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The second focuses on your household.  This is an opportunity for Zontians to take personal action to protect their family and household members.
The leaflet is designed to get you thinking about your personal preparedness so you can assess if you are disaster-ready.  Use it as a conversation starter with your family and friends.
It looks at getting ready, what to include in a disaster plan and what to pack.
In getting ready it talks about the types of disaster you may face, how mentally prepared you are, if you have a disaster plan, how you would find out if there was a disaster, what you would do if you were away from home, and if you know your neighbours.
When was the last time you did a first aid course and have you had any training in psychological first aid? 
It explores the disaster plan further and the information you would need in it.  
For example emergency information, important services, local radio emergency broadcast frequency, agreed meeting places and your medical plan and what you would do with your pets.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BOBBEE
What you pack may depend on how much time you have to leave your home.  Many people may not have thought about this before, so there are many questions to guide you thinking.
Finally, there is a section about writing your plan and to check what resources may be available in your own country to help you.
There are two useful links in this leaflet – the first leads you to a useful template if you cannot access any local resources and the second is a video from Liz Witham a Zontian in District 12 who provides first hand knowledge of what she packed when she had to leave her home quickly.
I’ll now hand over to Angela to tell you about the next guide.
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The third guide is designed to inspire Zonta Clubs to find out more about their community’s disaster preparedness and response plans and how the plans meet the needs of women and girls.
It suggests that clubs meet with their local government or emergency services representatives and ask them a list of questions.  They are also encouraged to invite these representatives to attend a Zonta meeting and share their knowledge and experience with members.
The questions cover two areas: what the local government or emergency organization knows about the community and how women are included in their disaster preparedness and response plans.
Community knowledge involves understanding the types of disaster to expect, high risk areas, data that is collected so they know where vulnerable people may be, early warning systems, how plans are tested and how disaster planning, response and recovery are funded.
The role of women is explored through stakeholder engagement and women’s participation and leadership and needs assessment.
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The guide then applies the framework for action to raising awareness about disaster preparedness and works through activities that clubs can do to gather the facts, lead by example, use our voice, advocate and collaborate.
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The fourth leaflet is a companion to guide 3.  
It is just one page and is designed for clubs to find out and record the organizations in their community that provide emergency services before, during and after a disaster.
The website links can be inserted into the boxes provided, saved as a new file and circulated to members.
Notice that it gives a link to the What 3 Words app.  This app locates any destination in the world and describes it in three words – an easy way to tell emergency services your exact location.
I’ll now hand over to Karin to tell you about the last guide.
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The fifth guide is all about national preparedness.  It also has some boxes that you can fill out to record where you can find out more about the government agencies involved with disasters.
It looks at where you can find information about the main hazards and risks that your country faces.
It asks where you can find your national disaster response strategy and if your country has signed up to the Sendai Framework, Paris Agreement and the UN’s 17 Sustainable Goals.
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It then explains why national disaster response strategies should address the needs of women and girls and asks if your country collects any gendered data.
There are some actions you can take to find out more about what your country does and a list of useful reading.
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We have had lots to think about today from Mishy, Nomena and from our new guides.



Discussion

How can we encourage 
Zontians to use the disaster-

ready guides?

How can we collaborate with 
organizations to progress 

climate justice nationally and 
internationally?

Feedback from 
discussion groups
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KARIN
So, in our discussion groups it will be useful to investigate how we can encourage Zontians to use the disaster-ready guides.  Do you think they will be useful?  How can they be improved? Are there any other guides that you would like to see?
We have many challenges ahead so how do you think we can collaborate with organisations to progress climate justice, nationally and internationally?
Carole, can you put us into our groups please?

[Carole put into 2-3 discussion groups]  Adjust time as necessary, if we are behind time.

KARIN
Welcome back.  What did you discuss in your groups? 
[Feedback from discussion groups]
I’ll now hand over to Carole.
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What else has been happening?



News / Other Business

27-30 June

Registrations 
are open!
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Registrations are open for the Convention in Brisbane, and we encourage you to register today to make the most of the Earlybird discount.  
If you have members worried abou ttheir carbon footprint, please share the Guide to Environmentally Responsible Air Travel.



Webinar Event

Western University, Ontario, Canada

Thursday 29 February

5 pm to 7 pm (Ontario time)

Register at:

https://www.westernconnect.ca/site/Calendar?
view=Detail&id=146472 

Thanks to Sheena Poole, 
District 4, for sharing this event
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Thanks to Sheena Poole for sharing the links to this webinar event on how to cope with Climate Anxiety.  I am sure the topic will be interesting to many members.  I’ll put the link in the chat line.

https://www.westernconnect.ca/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=146472
https://www.westernconnect.ca/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=146472


Donate to the Foundation’s 
Endowment Fund 
(Zonta’s Future Fund)

What’s your 
present for the 

future of 
women and 

girls?

https://secure2.convio.net/zonta
/site/Donation2?1640.donation=
form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T 
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What will be your present for the future – of women and girls?  Donating to our Foundation will help us to make the world a better place …and put a smile on the faces of women and girls.


https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T
https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T
https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T


Working to achieve climate justice 
for women and girls
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…as through our work Dabor will be able to go to school, Aayan will not be sold into marriage, Judith can look after Clare without worrying about her job and Maria can be cool in her own home.



What action 
will you take 
this month?

How about reading the leaflets and 
preparing a disaster-readiness plan for 

your household?
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As Amelia Earhart said:  the most difficult thing is the decision to act.  The rest is merely tenacity! What action will you take on your climate justice journey this month?  
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Finally, to our next meeting.



Next Meeting

Sunday 17 March
NGO CSW68 Event

6.30 pm to 8.30 pm Eastern Time 
(10.30 pm to 00.30 am UTC)

Register at:
Meeting Registration - Zoom

For 2024’s MEETING DATES  and the video and slides from today’s meeting, visit: 
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/ 
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Our March meeting will be the presentation at the NGO CSW 68 event.  This will be a two hour event that explores the theme of How gender-equal climate action works to end poverty: the Zonta story 
The registration links for next year’s meetings and the slides and video from today’s meeting can be found on our Intercontinental Think Tank working page on the zontasaysnow.org.au website. 


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpd-6vpzsiHdKoIF2WUgT_YnpWxlOKs0Xb#/registration
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/


Intercontinental Think Tank

Resources: zonta.org/zontasaysnow
Draft resources, meeting notes, videos: www.zontasaysnow.org.au
Email: info@zontasaysnow.org.au 

Thank you
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Thank you again to our presenters and to all of you for the great discussions and for the team in hosting today’s event.
Remember, through our gender-equal climate action, we are building a better world for women and girls.
If you have any questions please email me at info@zontasaysnow.org.au.    
Keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun!
Bye – see you next month!


http://www.zontasaysnow.org.au/
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