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CAROLE
Welcome to the December meeting of the Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank. 
My name is Carole Theobald and I have the privilege of leading the Zonta Says NOW Working Group. I am hosting this meeting today from Perth in Western Australia.
Please remember to keep your microphone on mute during presentations and you are welcome to ask questions or make comments in the chat line.
We will record today’s meeting, but conversations in the break-out rooms will not be in the final recording.
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CAROLE
AS you can see we have a full program, so let’s begin.




Welcome
• In the chat line

• Say hello
• Share where you are joining from today
• Your local time

https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day Video (3:25) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohyafhMfXHQ&t=2s 

The Declaration of Human Rights 
is the most translated document 

in the world
(561 languages/dialects)
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CAROLE
We are delighted to welcome you all, including Sally Tuominen and first-timers, to the Think Tank.  
Please use the chat line to say hello/where you are joining us from today and your local time.
Each month, we highlight a United Nations international day.  
The 10 December 2023 marked the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations General Assembly proclaiming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
This was one of the first UN documents to elaborate the principles of human rights mentioned in the UN Charter. 
The Declaration is claimed to be the most translated document in the world having been translated into 561 languages and dialects so far!  
You can contribute a new translation if it is not already in the collection!

https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohyafhMfXHQ&t=2s


Welcome

28 July 2022, United Nations General Assembly:

Recognizes the right to a 
clean, healthy and 

sustainable environment as a 
human right.

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/climatechange/
information-materials/2023-01-06/r2heinfofinalweb.pdf 
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CAROLE
An important extension to human rights was made on 28 July 2022 when the UN General Assembly recognised the right to a clean, health and sustainable environment as a human right
This information note explains what the resolution is all about and how important it is to address the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature loss and pollution.  
It also highlights the disproportionate impacts on women and girls, children and indigenous people.
A good document for your holiday reading list!

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/climatechange/information-materials/2023-01-06/r2heinfofinalweb.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/climatechange/information-materials/2023-01-06/r2heinfofinalweb.pdf


Zonta Says NOW Working Group
Back Row:
Karin Lange, ZC Berlin 1989, Germany, D27
Angela Brokmann, ZC Louisville, USA, D5
Jane Austin, ZC Minneapolis, USA, D7
Errick Elavia, ZC Bombay I, India, D25
Bobbee Cardillo, ZC Fairfax County, USA, D3

Front Row:
Carole Theobald, ZC Perth, Australia, D23
Julie Trone, ZC Fort Collins, USA, D12
Pia Hultgren, ZC Lidingo, Sweden, D21

Insets:  
Dilruba Ahmed, ZC Chittagong, Bangladesh, D25
Pamela Morgan, ZC Essex County, USA, D3
Joan Kabayambi, ZC Kampala, Uganda, D18
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CAROLE
Our Intercontinental Think Tank is coordinated by our Zonta Says NOW Working Group and various members will be helping with today’s meeting.
I’ll now ask Angela to explain why Zonta Says NOW.



Why does Zonta Say NOW?

Increased 
greenhouse 

gas emissions

Cause global heating and 
extreme weather events

Trigger social 
disruption

Magnify gender 
inequality

We stop the train by taking climate action and closing the gender gap

Website 

Think Tanks 

Framework for action 

Resources
PLUS links to 
resources from 
around the world!

Fact Sheet, leaflets, Action Guides 
and Art Gallery 
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ANGELA
Let’s remind ourselves why Zonta says now to gender-equal climate action.  This train was built during the industrial revolution – a time when humans started to put more greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere.
CLICK where they are accumulating, forming a blanket around the planet CLICK and causing global heating and associated extreme weather events.
CLICK Extreme droughts, fires, floods and storms trigger social disruption – causing millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
CLICK This social disruption magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICK Zonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Climate Agreement and closing the gender equality gaps in education, health, economic opportunity and safety.
We use three tools to achieve this:  CLICK our website, CLICK our Think Tanks and CLICK our Framework for Action.
CLICK We are guided by Zonta International’s Strategic Plan and Statement on Climate Change.  We have created fact sheets, leaflets and action guides to help us on our climate journey and our new Virtual Art Gallery is opening soon.
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Julie will tell us what has been happening since the last meeting.




Actions since Last Meeting

1. NGO CSW 68 
Team

https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw68/

3.  SOcial MEdia 
Team

2.  Virtual Art 
Gallery Team

4. Alliances 
Team
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Thanks Angela.  This is what we have been doing since the last meeting.
We have applied to NGO CSW 68 to do a presentation.  The date will be sometime between 10 and 22 March 2024.  
We will not have a Think Tank meeting in March so we can focus on the CSW event.
The Virtual Art Gallery Team has been receiving entries and these are now on display on the website
The Social Media team meets in a Whats App group and has been sharing ideas.
The Alliances team will get into gear in the new year.

https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw68/


Actions since Last Meeting

5. Meeting 
dates for 

2024

On our working page at 
zontasaysnow.org.au
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The dates and registration links for our meetings next year can be found on our Intercontinental Think Tank working page on zontasaysnow.org.au.
And CLICK




Actions since Last Meeting

6. Convention
 

Zonta Says NOW
disaster-ready 

workshop
27 June 2024

https://www.zontaconvention.com/
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…Our proposal to conduct a Zonta Says NOW Workshop has also been accepted.
The theme is Are you and your community disaster-ready? 
This is scheduled for Thursday 27 June in Brisbane.
Registrations for the Convention open in January – check out the convention website for more details.
Finally, CLICK



7. The Zontian

Actions since Last Meeting
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Have you seen the latest edition of the Zontian magazine that contained the latest version of Zonta’s Strategic Plan?  It also contained a two-page article on how Zonta Says NOW is working to achieve climate justice.  Check it out!
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I’ll hand over to Bobbee to introduce today’s speakers.




Zonta Club of Kampala 
District 18
Uganda

Joan 
Kabayambi

UGANDA
Population: 47.7 million
Area:  241,0038 sq km

Kampala
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Thanks Julie.  We have two speakers today - the first speaker is Joan Kabayambi.  
Joan is a member of the Zonta Club of Kampala in Uganda and a member of the Zonta International United Nations Committee as well as being the Area 3 Director in District 18.
When Zonta International was accredited with the United Nations Environment Programme earlier this year, Joan became the Zonta International representative at the UNEP.  The UNEP meets in Nairobi in Kenya, a country that neighbours Uganda.  
Joan has now attended a couple of UNEP events and will share with us her experience so far.
Please put any questions in the chat line as you think of them!
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Joan’s talk.



Pamela Morgan – 
Chair - Zonta UN Committee

Joan Kabayambi-
 Member UN com- UNEP - Nairobi

Inter Continental Think Tank- 
December 17,2023



Scope

overview of what the UNEP does
Personal account of my UNEP 
experience so far?  
 Events Zonta has attended
What Zonta can learn
How we can best work with the 
UNEP to achieve our mission? 
What are our priorities?



United Nation Environment Programme –
UNEP- Nairobi

UN global authority on the environment

Works with Govts, CSOs, Private sector and UN 
entities to address pressing environment 
challenges

Drives transformational change on the triple 
planetary crises: a) Climate Change; b) Nature 
and Bio-diversity loss; and c)Pollution

Provides evidence to inform policy decisions 



Zonta UNEP accreditation

Process begun in April 2023 completed in June
 Z I having met certain standards of UN Environment 

programme stds
Our cause of Gender-Equal climate Action Now
Attend regional meetings
Contribute to civil society statements
Receive UN working documents 
Make written contributions to UN documents
Attend public meetings: UN committees, 

assemblies, global group meetings etc
make oral statements



Observer status



Zonta UNEP accreditation



Events attended
May 16, 2023 – first inter-
governmental consultations 
on nature based solutions 1st 
global consultation 

Pre-INC3 webinars – August 22, 
2023- October 17, 2023



Events attended

Inter Continental Think Tank-
Joined July 2023 we were 
introduced at the July Think Tank 
meeting
INC-3 , Nairobi Kenya 13-19 
November 2023



INC
•INC-1- November 2022 in 
Punta del Est, Uruguay

•INC-2 – June 2023 in Paris, 
France

•INC-3 – November 2023 in 
Nairobi, Kenya



UNEP- INC-3 (Third session ) 13-19 
Nov- Nairobi

Intergovernmental Negotiations 
Committee
Chair: Ambassador Gustavo Meza 
Cuadra,  Executive Secretary:  Ms. 
Jyoti Mathur-Filipp,
3rd Session on: Road to a Global 
Plastic Treaty 





P

William Samoei Ruto, President of Kenya



UNEP- INC-3 (Third session ) 13-19 Nov-
Nairobi

Background to the Treaty?
UNEP @50 a resolution
Greenhouse gas emissions
High temperature
Extreme weather events occurring          
faster and  intense
Most affected are not the ones who 
cause the problem.



Background to INC-3

Fossil fuels (non-renewable energy 
sources (coal, crude oils, petroleum 
products, non renewable wastes) 
are great contributors of CC
They are slow acting poisons in the 
veins of our planet and economies



Background (cont,)

We need healthy oceans and coastal 
ecosystems
80% of plastics end up in oceans and 
plastic production is projected to 
triple by 2060  



What can Zonta pick out of INC-3?

Join other voices to support the 
Treaty 
No matter how much  our water 
is filtered, it can never get back 
to its pure form, and this has a 
negative impact on health



What can Zonta pick out of INC-
3?

Waste management:  sort and 
separate plastics from other waste 
products
Plastics destroy nature due to its 
harmful effects
Plastic bags are the main cause of land 
pollution, they enter water bodies



What UNEP can pick from Zonta

Women and girls’ needs are 
unique regarding the 
environment 
They have unique health and 
safety concerns
Gender-based violence concerns



What UNEP can pick from Zonta

Gender related consequences of 
Climate Change
Gender disaggregated CC actions
Climate literacy for girls in school
Women’s full participation in the 
economy   









Thank you for     
listening to me
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Many thanks Joan.  Now to our second speaker.




Zonta Club of Essex County
District 3
USA

Pamela 
Morgan

https://www.cia.gov/ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Population: 339.7 million
Area:  9,833,517 sq km

Essex County
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BOBBEE
Pamela Morgan, is a member of the ZC Essex County, District 3 in the USA. 
She is the Chair of Zonta International’s United Nations Committee and the Zonta International representative at the United Nations. She leads teams of representatives in New York, Geneva, Vienna, Paris and Bangkok. 
In her capacity as Zonta International representative to the UN she also serves on the Executive Committees of NGO CSW/NY, and the NGO Committee on Migration.  
She is also the co-chair of the NGO CSW NY 68 Forum.
Today Pamela, will provide a personal account of her role as co-convenor for NGO CSW 68 and how it fits in with CSW.  
Again, please put any questions in the chat line.
We will go into our break out rooms after Pamela’s presentation.


https://www.cia.gov/


CSW 68 Overview



CSW68 Bureau
Responsible for the Agreed Conclusions

• H.E. Mr. Antonio Manuel Revilla Lagdameo (Philippines), Chair (Asia 
and Pacific States Group)

• H.E. Ms. María del Carmen Squeff (Argentina), Vice-Chair (Latin 
American and Caribbean States Group)

• Mr. Māris Burbergs (Latvia), Vice-Chair (Eastern European States 
Group)

• H.E. Ms. Yoka Brandt (Netherlands), Vice-Chair designate and 
Negotiator (Western European and Other States Group)

• Ms. Dúnia Eloisa Pires do Canto (Cabo Verde), Vice-Chair designate, 
African States Group



CSW68 Themes

•Priority theme: Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and 
the empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and 
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective

•Review theme: Social protection systems, access to public services 
and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment 
of women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-third session)

https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.6/2019/L.3


CSW68 Expert Papers
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw68-2024/preparations/expert-group-meeting

Leia Achampong, Senior Policy and Advocacy Officer, Climate Change, 
Eurodad
Gender-responsive climate finance: the key to just climate action and 
tackling inequalities

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/achampong.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/achampong.pdf


Zonta International’s Statement to the 68th Session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women

3 Goals

Ensuring equal access to quality education at all levels.
• Addressing barriers to girls’ education, including strong cultural norms that favor boys’ education and delegate household obligations to girls, 
inadequate sanitation facilities in schools, unsafe school environments, gender-based violence and child marriage. 
• Ensuring girls’ access to quality education at all levels, improving retention rates, supporting interventions that encourage girls to enroll in school 
and make the transition from primary to   secondary school, and addressing the unique needs of young married girls to allow them to return to 
school and complete their education.  
• Recognizing and elevating the voices of adolescent girls through formal and informal educational opportunities and community initiatives. 

Expanding access to information and communications technology. 
• Ensuring universal access to the internet. 
• Addressing specific barriers to women’s access to the internet, including cost, service quality and digital skills and competencies.  
• Investing in digital skills education for women and girls, so they can fully and freely access the internet and participate online. 
• Increasing investments in girls’ education and support STEM Education and digital skills development for girls at the primary, secondary and 
tertiary levels to ensure lifelong access to learning opportunities and economic and employment opportunities of the future.

Addressing the immediate and long-term impacts of climate change on women and girls. 
• Actively taking into account human rights, gender equality and empowerment of women and girls in defining and implementing national climate 
action plans, including gender-responsive measures that are more effective and respectful of human rights. 
• Upholding the principles of climate justice agreed to in the Paris Agreement and ensuring that the most marginalized groups do not bear the 
brunt of the climate crisis. 
• Ensuring that climate adaptation and mitigation plans address the unique needs of women and the barriers to women’s full participation in the 
economy, including childcare and elder care services, occupational segregation, informal work, the gender pay gap, and legal and social 
restrictions. 
• Recognizing the importance of women as decision-makers, educators, caregivers, community leaders and experts across sectors and utilizing 
their unique perspectives and expertise to develop successful, long-term strategies to address climate change. 
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BOBBEE
Many thanks to Joan and Pamela for their presentations.  I’ll now hand over to Pia to facilitate our discussion.




Discussion

Working with the United Nations 
How can we get the most from our relationships 

with the UNEP and CSW?

In Break-out Rooms
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PIA
Before we move on Bobbee – are there any questions in the chat line?  
In our break-out rooms today, we want to focus on– How can we get the most from our relationships with the UNEP and CSW?
We will aim for 15 minutes of discussion in our groups and then a further 15 minutes to share our ideas.
Summary from breakout rooms
Karen
Julie
Pia

I’ll now hand over to Karin to tell us what has been happening in the news.
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Thanks Pia.  In our news today, I’d like to highlight a couple of things from COP 28.



NEWS from COP 28

58

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Summary_GCA_COP28.pdf 
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KARIN
This document created by various UN organisations, summarises the key global climate actions at COP 28.
The document contains many useful links to resources.
Here are a few key gender-related findings that you may be interested to know.

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Summary_GCA_COP28.pdf


NEWS … Gender @ COP28
COP28 World leaders – 11% women (15/133) COP27 World leaders – 7% women (7/110)

Where are the 
women 

leaders?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
133 world leaders attended COP28 – and only 15 were female.  
This is an increase on last year’s COP when only 7 of the leaders were women.



NEWS … Gender @ COP28

78
https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-gender-responsive-just-transitions-and-climate-action-
partnership 

Recognizing that urgent action is needed 
to combat climate change, 

we commit to working collaboratively 
to support just and inclusive transitions 

that advance gender equality and
 the goals of the enhanced 

Lima Work Program on Gender and its Gender 
Action Plan.

(10 specific actions identified)
Reconvene at COP 32 to report on 

implementation.

Human rights of 
women and girls

Access to 
funding

Value unpaid 
care and 

domestic work

Equal sharing of 
household 

responsibilities
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KARIN
The COP28 UAE declaration on gender-responsive just transitions was endorsed by 78 countries.  
It recognised that urgent action is needed to combat climate change and countries committed to working collaboratively to support just and inclusive transitions that advance gender equality.
The declaration outlined the goals of the enhanced Lima Work Program on Gender and its Gender Action Plan. These include 10 actions, such as incorporating human rights of women in girls in just transition efforts, enhancing access to funding for women and girls in regions most impacted by climate change, and promoting measures to reduce, redistribute and value unpaid care and domestic work – including promoting the equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men within the household.

https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-gender-responsive-just-transitions-and-climate-action-partnership
https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-gender-responsive-just-transitions-and-climate-action-partnership


NEWS … Gender @ COP28

https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/
documents/Publications/2023/Call-to-action-
gender-environment-data.pdf 

Prepared by organisations including UN 
Women, UNFCCC, IUCN, WEDO and morehttps://www.cop28.com/en/ 
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For the first time, there was a declaration on climate and health that was signed by 143 countries. This called for countries to create more climate-resilient health systems and to better prepare communities and the most vulnerable populations for the impacts of climate change,
The declaration on agriculture, food and climate was signed by 159 countries.  It focused on helping the most vulnerable (especially women and youth) through scaling up adaptation and resilience activities, promoting food security, and supporting workers in agriculture.
A Global Call to Action was an outcome of a conference held during the COP by a number of agencies including UN Women, IFCCC, IUCN and WEDO. Counting on a sustainable future for all through gender and environment data calls for action in 5 areas to better collect and use gender-environment data in policy-making, finance and investment.

https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/2023/Call-to-action-gender-environment-data.pdf
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/2023/Call-to-action-gender-environment-data.pdf
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/2023/Call-to-action-gender-environment-data.pdf
https://www.cop28.com/en/


Other COP28 news
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COP28 was always going to be contentious.  It was held in the oil and gas state of Dubai, the COP28 President was the CEO of an oil company and over 2,400 fossil fuel lobbyists were registered at the event.
The good news was that all countries agreed to a tripling of global renewable energy capacity like solar and wind by 2030
Countries also collectively agreed on the need to rapidly shift away from fossil fuels by accelerating action in this critical decade to achieve net zero by 2050.



Other COP28 news

COP28 Verdict:

Not a phase-out - but the 
beginning of the end of fossil 

fuels.

Some progress on loss and 
damage payments.

Will it be too little, too late?

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_L17_adv.pdf 
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KARIN
The bad news related to the outcomes of the first global stocktake.
Areas of serious concern were that 2023 was the warmest year on record and the impacts of climate change are accelerating.  Global greenhouse gas emission trajectories are not in line with the Paris Agreement, and there is a rapidly narrowing window for raising ambition and implementing existing commitments to achieve it.
Overall, it was good news that we are seeing the beginning of the end of fossil fuels and there was some movement on loss and damage payments – but will it all be too little, too late?  
I’ll now hand over to Carole to wrap up the meeting. 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_L17_adv.pdf


Help to boost the Foundation’s Endowment Fund 
(Zonta’s Future Fund) https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1

640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T 

Give a 
present 
for the 
future!

Acknowledge your friends (and yourself) for taking climate action in 2023!

Presenter Notes
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CAROLE�With the holiday season approaching, why not give a present to yourself and your friends for taking climate action throughout 2023!


https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T
https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.donation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T


Other Business

https://www.climatecouncil.o
rg.au/climate-council-
cartoon-of-the-year/ 
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Because we know that every action we take today, makes it easier for future generations to deal with the impact of climate change.


https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/climate-council-cartoon-of-the-year/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/climate-council-cartoon-of-the-year/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/climate-council-cartoon-of-the-year/
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Finally, to our next meeting…




Next Meeting

Sunday 21 January
6 – 7.30 pm UTC

Register at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcOGs
rjsqHNSkJbEDUv91TBysUqbSBBjc

For NEXT YEAR’S MEETING DATES  and the video and slides from today’s meeting, visit: 
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That will be on Sunday 21 January from 6pm to 7.30 pm UTC.  Please register for this meeting now, so that the date will be in your calendar.
The registration links for next year’s meetings and the slides and video from today’s meeting can be found on our working page on the zontasaysnow.org.au website. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcOGsrjsqHNSkJbEDUv91TBysUqbSBBjc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcOGsrjsqHNSkJbEDUv91TBysUqbSBBjc
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/intercontinental-think-tank/


Intercontinental 
Think Tank

Thank you
Resources: zonta.org [Under Causes]  - includes Virtual Art Gallery
Draft resources, meeting notes, videos: www.zontasaysnow.org.au
Email: info@zontasaysnow.org.au 

Presenter Notes
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CAROLE
Thank you again to Joan and Pamela for your presentations and to all of you for the great discussions and for the team in hosting today’s event.
Remember, through our gender-equal climate action, we are building a better world for women and girls.
If you have any questions please email me at info@zontasaysnow.org.au.    
Thanks again to you all for your support of Zonta Says NOW throughout 2023 – here’s to us all continuing to build a better world for women and girls in 2024!
Keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun!
Bye – see you next year!

http://www.zontasaysnow.org.au/
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