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C lim a te  C ha nge  (Brie fly )

We a the r vs C lima te

WEATHER is what’s happening 
outside your window right now. 

CLIMATE is the average of many 
years of weather observation. 

• Short Term
• Limited Area
• Can change rapidly
• Difficult to predict

• Long Term 
• Wide Area
• Seasonal Changes
• Measured over long spans of 

time

G re e nhouse  Effe c t
The g re e nho use e ffe c t is a na tura l p ro c e ss tha t wa rm s the
Ea rth's surfa c e . Whe n the Sun's e ne rg y re a c he s the Ea rth's
a tm o sphe re , so m e of it is re fle c te d b a c k to spa c e a nd the
re st is a b so rb e d a nd re -ra d ia te d b y g re e nho use g a se s. ... The
a b so rb e d e ne rg y wa rm s the a tm o sp he re a nd the surfa c e of
the Ea rth

A  num be r o f g re e nho use  g a se s o c c ur na tura lly in the  Ea rth’ s a tm o sp he re -

Water Vapour Carbon dioxide Methane Nitrous oxide

Hum a n C a use s

Greenhouse Gases Deforestation Coal Mining

Burning Fossil Fuel Industrial 
Processes Agriculture

Effe c ts of C lim a te  C ha nge

Rise in Sea Level Heavy Rain Fall Extreme Drought

Decline in Crop 
Productivity Hurricane Temperature Rise



Wom e n a nd C lima te  C ha nge

Climate change has a greater impact on those sections of the population, in all countries, 
that are most reliant on natural resources for their livelihoods and/or who have the least 

capacity to respond to natural hazards, such as droughts, landslides, floods and hurricanes. 

Women face higher 
risk and greater 

burdens

The majority of the 
world’s poor are 

women

Women’s unequal 
participation in 

decision-making 
processes

Women are sensitive 
to climate-driven 

food insecurity due 
to increased 

nutritional needs 
during menstruation 

and childbirth

Women have 
unequal access to 

resources

‘’‘’



Towa rds Inte gra tion

Improve 
multisector 

coordination

Ensure participation Prioritize education Improve data Redefine success Enhance preplanning



Raising 
Awareness

Accurate understanding of the climate crisis and its implications 
on our future is key to engage us all in creating a more 
sustainable future. 
• Include gendered climate change advocacy actions in their 

advocacy plans.
• Support the inclusion of women at the national and local 

tables of decision-makers on environmental sustainability.
• Promote girls’ education and the inclusion of climate literacy 

in schools, as well as to promote girls’ science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) studies to increase 
gendered scientific and technical contributions to climate 
change mitigation.

• Advocate for national policies that take into account women’s 
economic opportunities and ensures their full and equal 
participation in the economy.



Raising 
Awareness



Prioritize
Education
And Improve Data

“Girls’ education is the key.” 

Education is a human right and key to developing societies. 

However, today, globally more than 130 million girls between 

the ages of 6 and 17 do not have access to education. There 

are many reasons for this lack of access, including cultural 

norms, child marriages and premature pregnancies, but also 

increased workloads as a result of more natural disasters 

and extreme weather conditions caused by climate change.



Ensure 
participation

Studies have found that greater female representation in 

national parliaments leads countries to be more likely to 

ratify international environmental treaties and adopt more 

stringent climate change policies, which are greatly needed 

if our efforts to curb the effects of climate change are to be 

successful.



Human 
Rights
Assurance

In addition to gender justice, Zonta International promotes climate justice. We want our societies to take 

bold steps toward an equal future where current and future generations have an opportunity for a good life. 

Zonta International wants to strengthen the human rights perspective in the fight against the climate crisis.



Equal
Economic
Opportunity

The economic impact of climate change more severely affects populations in developing countries, 
especially those who depend on agriculture, whose actions and lifestyle, at the same time, contribute less to 
climate change. In these environments, women’s and girls’ unpaid agricultural and domestic work is 
essential to the livelihoods of their families and communities. Climate change threatens the material 
resources on which these livelihoods rely, and increases domestic and subsistence workloads, therefore 
primarily impacting women and girls.



Enhance
Preplanning
For Health & Safety

Climate change has a detrimental effect on health and 

safety. Climate change disrupts societies and individual 

lives. As competition for natural resources increases, 

conflicts may ensue. Climate change may also spur 

migration and generate climate refugees as a result of 

sudden climate events and/ or changing climate processes; 

resulting agricultural disruptions and other economic factors 

force people to migrate to find paid work, putting women and 

girls especially at greater risk of exploitation, violence and 

trafficking in persons.



Earth is changing, 
we need to change too!
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