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Climate change is a change in the pattern of
weather, and related changes in oceans, land
surfaces and ice sheets, occurring over time
scales of decades or longer

What is Climate Change?



➤ Bangladesh is exceptionally vulnerable to climate change because of its low

elevation, high population density and inadequate infrastructure, along

with an economy that is heavily reliant on farming.

➤ Sea level rise, storms, cyclones, drought, erosion, landslides, flooding and

salinization caused by climate change are already displacing large numbers of

people.

➤ It has been estimated that by 2050, one in every seven people in Bangladesh

will be displaced by climate change. Up to 18 million people may have to

move because of sea level rise alone.

CLIMATE CHANGE IN BANGLADESH



CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT
IN BANGLADESH



➤ Coastal regions are suffering increasing frequency and severity of tropical

storms.

➤ In 2016 there were four cyclones – Roanu, Kyant, Nada and Vardah – in the

Bay of Bengal, whereas usually there is only one.

➤ Professor AKM Saiful Islam said in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change(IPCC) report, in 2020, Bangladesh suffered it’s second last and worst

flood since 1998, which lasted for 40 days. In 2018, it saw the highest water

levels during floods in history, a record that got broken the next year.

DISPLACEMENT ON THE COAST



LAND EROSION 



MIGRATION 



➤ Riverbank erosion is the primary cause of climate displacement inland. Up to

50% of people now living in the urban slums were forced to flee to their rural

homes as a result of riverbank erosion.

➤ People living in the Bangladesh’s river islands, known as chars, are especially at
risk. The population of these islands, who the government of Bangladesh refers

to as “immediately threatened”, exceeds four million.

➤ Abrasion is likely to become more significant due to climate change as rainfall

increases and becomes more erratic, and the melting Himalayan glaciers alter

river flows.

DISPLACEMENT INLAND



Climate Change

CROP FAILURE

FUEL SHORTAGE

SHORTAGE OF SAFE,
CLEAN WATER

RESOURCE      SCARCITY

NATURAL    DISASTERS

DISEASE/ HEALTH

DISPLACE-MENT

Impacts on women

Household food provision;
Increased agricultural work

Household fuel provision;
food-fuel conflicts

Household water provision;
exposure to contaminated sources

Economic drawbacks; lack of land tenure; 
resource-dependent livelihoods; school 
dropouts, early marriage, low wages, 

Greater incidence of mortality; reduction of 
life expectancy
Lack of access to healthcare;
increased burden of caring for young, sick and 
elderly. nutritional deficiency during 
breastfeeding and lack of access to health care 
during pregnancy.  

Loss of livelihoods; lack of adequate shelter; 
conflicts. Loss of livelihoods and lives; forced 
marriage, human trafficking, sexual violence 
and trauma due to evacuation 

The Impacts of Climate Change on Women



Migration to Dhaka

➤ Every day, between 1000-2000 people move to Dhaka, the capital.

➤ A 2012 study of 1,500 Bangladeshi families migrating to cities, showed that almost
of all of them cited the changing environment as the biggest reason for their
decision.

➤ Most of those arriving in Dhaka end up in the urban slums around the periphery
of the city, with rudimentary housing conditions, very high population density
and poor sanitation.

AFTER DISPLACEMENT



➤ Current legal and policy frameworks are not sufficient to govern climate-induced

displacement.

➤ Several frameworks, such as the legal instruments governing statelessness and

refugees, are largely inapplicable and inappropriate.

➤ Individuals rendered displacements by the slow or fast onset effects of climate change

essentially constitute an entirely unprotected category.

➤ This series of holes in global governance frameworks perpetuates the threat that

climate change poses to our collective human rights and, in particular, the world’s

most vulnerable people including migration from borders like Myanmar, India etc.

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK



➤ Most of the women and children under the projects of Club-IV are migrated from villages

due to land denudation and other causes that has been discussed before.

➤ When they come to Dhaka (90%) or other districts (10%), first, they live on road pavements

unless they get shelters/jobs and start living in slums. Dhaka city has more than 5,000

slums inhabited by an estimated four million people.

➤ Under our projects, they have been provided with education, computer literacy, other

skills development training along with shelter homes for trafficked women, free

medical facilities, employment facilities and food relief are provided in natural

disasters.

➤ Regular advocacy and awareness programs on health and hygiene are organized for

them.

Club IV Activities with Displaced Women & Children



➤ The school students came along with their mothers.
➤ At the program a case study was done with the mothers of the students of Education project which

included 3 single women and 2 widows, coping or adapting to migration.
➤ They come from disaster affected areas and are now living in Dhaka urban areas with informal

settlements.

➤ The case study gives an overview of the situation caused by climate change and its impacts on

women’s livelihood, health, security and gender disparity.

➤ These natural hazards during the pandemic might aggravate their vulnerability and the impact could

be synergistically devastating due to their unemployment.

➤ Zonta Club-IV spread awareness, gave knowledge on Climate Change and necessary health
adaptation during the pandemic.

CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS ACTIVITIES of 
Zonta Club of Dhaka-IV, August 14, 2021



➤ They were suggested with health check ups, menstrual management, living conditions which include
use of toilets, cleanliness and managing wastes etc. The importance of education and demerits of

child marriage were also discussed with them.

➤ Awareness and prevention knowledge were provided on Coronavirus and the recent outbreak of dengue,

chikungunya in Bangladesh.

➤ Suggestions were made on how women and girls can play a role in reducing the impacts of climate

change, by- recycling clothes, books; avoiding non biodegradable products, like polythene bags;
walking to school instead of taking a motorised vehicle, planting trees, preventing wastage of
water, electricity, paper, food, etc.

➤ Zonta Club- IV believes that the time is now to give a platform for women and marginalized groups to use

their voices, agency and leadership and collaborate with men to build resilience and secure sustainable

development.

CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS ACTIVITIES of 
Zonta Club of Dhaka-IV, August 14, 2021



Zonta Club-IV’s CLIMATE CHANGE AWARENESS PROGRAM, August 14, 2021
cont.



Zonta Club-IV’s CLIMATE CHANGE AWARENESS PROGRAM, August 14, 2021



➤ Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF)

➤ Women’s Environment & Development Organization (WEDO)

Prepared By, 
Mahfuza Rashid & Munira Afza Naim
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Thank You!
Clim a te is cha nging a nd w e need to cha nge too!
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