
Think Tank Meeting
Zoom Meeting 16 October 2021

Today’s meeting is being recorded

There were 32 participants 
at this meeting from

Tasmania, Victoria, South 
Australia, Western 

Australia, Luxembourg, 
Kentucky and California

Video link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__FdG
kKS78g&list=PL8Z3aKth2vixfRkZ27oUuN

ePYJhD7SBU9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__FdGkKS78g&list=PL8Z3aKth2vixfRkZ27oUuNePYJhD7SBU9
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Welcome

We acknowledge the 
traditional owners of the 
lands in all the places we 
meet from today - and pay 
our respects to their elders, 
past, present and emerging. Heal Country!

Animals in the painting represent air, land and sea.  They have suffered and are still suffering due to 
our Country not being looked after and respected. Heal Country and Country will heal us.

Artwork and quote by an Aboriginal prisoner artist from Pardelup Prison Farm, Western Australia



Joining the dots
We are at risk of losing the gains in gender equality made over the last century. 

Zonta Says NOW works at both ends of the train
• Ramp up all of Zonta's activities today so we can close the gender gap before 

the social disruption caused by runaway global warming makes it impossible to 
do so (Gender equality)

• Advocate to stop greenhouse gas emissions and slow down global warming. 
(Climate action)

If we don’t stop the planet burning 
we can forget about gender equity 

(Mary Crooks, Executive Director Victorian 
Women’s Trust, D23 Conference)



Australia’s SDG 
scorecard 2021
Last for climate action (193 countries)



COP26
Convention of the Parties

1.  Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 
degrees within reach.
 More ambitious 2030 emissions targets 

 phase out coal
 stop deforestation 
 speed up the switch to electric vehicles
 encourage investment in renewables.

COP26 follows up on commitments made in 
the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement.

2.  Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats.
 Protect and restore ecosystems
 Build defences, warning systems and resilient infrastructure and agriculture

3.  Mobilise finance.
 Make good on promises to mobilise at least $100bn in climate finance per year by 

2020 

4.  Work together to deliver.
 Finalise the rules to make the Paris Agreement operational
 Accelerate climate action through collaboration between governments,     

businesses, and civil society.

4 Goals

Dr Kraal

Vicki and 
Bronwen

All of us!
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Dr Diane Kraal
Monash University Business School

Introduced by 
Suzanne Lees 
ZC Melbourne-on-Yarra

• Energy justice pioneer

• Researcher with the RACE CRC
• Reliable Affordable Clean 

Energy Cooperative Research 
Centre

• Member of Monash delegation to 
• COP 24 Poland
• COP 25 Madrid 

She explained the ‘sticking points at COP’ around Article 6 (carbon emission 
reductions/NDCs.)  There is ongoing debate about carbon credits, double counting of 

emissions and overall carbon emission mitigation.  In Madrid, countries with the worst NDC 
commitments were Australia, USA and Brazil.  SDG 7 is affordable clean energy. 

Dr Kraal is examining 
how fringe benefit tax 

could be better applied 
to fleet vehicles to 

encourage the uptake of
EVs. Fleet vehicles 

make up the majority of 
vehicles in Australia. 

Currently, home 
chargers attract 45%

tax.
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Climate Action 
Journey
Vicki 
Carman-Brown 
ZC Devonport, Tasmania
Area 5 Director

Did you know?  D23, Area 5 was 
inducted into the Tasmanian Honour 

Roll of Women to honour their 
outstanding contribution to the State.

Fundraising for breast 
cancer research despite 

event cancellation

29/7/20, The Advocate, Claudia Williams

Vicki was raised in Hobart where she dived among the kelp forests 
with the sea dragons.  These have now gone due to climate change.  
Her passion for the environment and gender equality have shaped 
her life.

With laboratory careers in aquaculture research in Tasmania and 
growing oranges in the desert in Central Australia and a love of 
country and equality, she applied her skills to educating girls in 
STEM using Lego and a ‘box of gizmos’.  

She has been a teacher in the WA school of the air (visiting 40 
students over a 500,000 sq km part of WA), as well as in city based 
science discovery centres.  She understands Australian fauna, flora 
and culture.

For over 50 years she has taken a stand on climate issues –
working to save lakes and marching with the school kids for climate 
action (as she was doing yesterday).  She walks the talk of Zonta 
Says NOW to gender equality and climate action, reducing her own 
emissions, advocating and collaborating.

Listen to her talk – she is amazing.

https://www.theadvocate.com.au/story/6855078/zonta-clubs-generosity-shines-through-pandemic/
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Community 
Action
Bronwen Hayward 
ZC Central Goldfields, Victoria

Did you know?  In 2013, Bronwen 
rode from Maryborough in Victoria to 

Maryborough in Queensland -
2,100km!  She helped to help raise 

$21,000 for charity

Bronwen was 
the brain behind 
our 5R’s Guide

https://engage.cgoldshire.vic.gov.au/climateactioncoll
aboration

Brownwen grew up on a farm and 
trained as a pharmacist.  She was 

inspired to write the 5Rs Guide by a 
family that put a bin out once a year. 

When she retired, Covid stopped her 
travelling so she joined a local climate 
action group – and now is integral to 

designing the local community climate 
action plan.

Listen to her work about kitchen table 
conversations.  She encourages 

everyone to get involved if they can.  
You can contact Bronwen to learn more 

via zontasaysnow@gmail.com

As she puts it, decisions are made by 
those who turn up!

https://engage.cgoldshire.vic.gov.au/climateactioncollaboration
mailto:zontasaysnow@gmail.com
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News from the 
District

Wear a Sustainable Development Goal 
pin to start conversations

Pins $7.00 from D23 website

Sustainability initiatives at the 
D23 Conference

Sandra Burns, D23 Governor

• Sandra welcomed Zontians including those from 
overseas:  Florence, Angela and Sheila. 

• The D23 Conference panel on Gender Equality 
and Climate Action was well received.  

• Many members initially questioned what Zonta 
had to do with climate and through the talks at 
workshops and the district conference they have 
joined the dots. 

• “We are a political organisation, we are just not 
partisan.  With elections coming up we need to 
be asking those standing for election, from all 
parties, what they are planning to do.” 



News from the 
District
District 23 Conference

Gender Equality and Climate Action Panel

Claire Flanagan-Smith, sponsor/facilitator
Natalie Isaacs, CEO 1 Million Women
Ginny Tan, Sisterworks
Carole Theobald, Zonta Says NOW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s

https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison

What has happened since last 
month’s conference?

Download videos of 
presentations from 

the Conference from 
events page on D23 

website 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s
https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference
Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel

https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison

1 Million women has 
launched a campaign 
calling on the Prime 

Minister to go to COP 
with 50% emission cuts 

by 2030

The Prime Minister 
is now going to 

COP26 – but we 
can still sign the 
letter to support 

50% cuts in 
emissions by 2030

https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison
https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference

Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel

Sisterworks use work to empower 
women.

Trains women who are migrants, 
asylum seeks and refugees to make 
and sell sustainable, ethically made, 
food and body care products.  

SisterWorks has 
launched its 

environmentally 
friendly Christmas 

products

Many clubs are 
showing an interest 
in how SisterWorks
can be replicated in 
other states. Ginny 
is happy to provide 

information.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference
Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel

ZI Women and Climate Change 
Webinar

Zonta Says NOW had its 
international debut…

Zontian Adriana Otero from Uruguay, ZI 
Advocacy Committee facilitated this event. 
• Sharon Langenbeck, ZI President 
• Fleur Newman leads the Gender Unit of the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change based in Bonn

• How gender equality is being
embedded in COP processes.

• Alicia Godsberg, UNICEF in the USA
• How climate change is impacting ZI 

project in Madagascar
• Mabel Mak, an environmental activist/Zontian 

based in Hong Kong
• Activating communities and Zonta Zero 

Carbon Pioneers in Hong Kong
• Carole Theobald, Zonta Says NOW, based in 

Australia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VtMI
nneZ8A&t=1805s

Watch the video to 
learn more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VtMInneZ8A&t=1805s


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference
Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel

ZI Women and Climate Change 
Webinar

The ZSN presentations 
have triggered responses 
from Zontians around the 

world

LaToya Johnson
District 11, UN Committee Chair, 
ZC Nassau, Bahamas

Isabel Rameil
D14 Governor, 
ZC Aschaffenburg, Germany

We will share the video 
of today’s meeting with 

these Zontians

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8cFfE0Ouqk&list=PL8Z3aKth2viwL8kbRWNT9TMA-1KHFzwGX&index=4&t=160s


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference
Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel
ZI Women and Climate Change 
Webinar

Nita McCown
D4 UN Chair
ZC Toronto, Canada

https://www.un.org/visit

Nita advised that 
the UN do online 
tours.  Consider 

organising a 
group visit with 

your club.  There 
are special tours 

including one 
with a Focus on

Women.

https://www.un.org/visit
https://www.un.org/visit


News from the 
District
District 23 Conference
Gender Equality and Climate Action 
Panel
ZI Women and Climate Change 
Webinar

Zonta US Caucus – All of the USA!
• Lee Fogarty, D4
• Angela Brokmann, Kentucky
• Sheila Cook-Cohen, D9 Advocacy Chair, 

California

https://zontausa.org/zonta-says-now-to-
climate-action/

Many thanks to Sheila and Angela for joining 
our Think Tank meeting.

Sheila told us how the Zonta USA Caucus 
brings together clubs and districts in the USA to 
advocate more effectively.  They have formed a 

Climate Action committee.  See 
https://zontausa.org/about-zonta/usa-caucus/

We look forward to collaborating in the future!

https://zontausa.org/zonta-says-now-to-climate-action/
https://zontausa.org/about-zonta/usa-caucus/
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Activities in 
Clubs Women Taking Climate Action Award

ZC Melbourne on Yarra, Victoria

Suzanne Lees, Jasmine SchuijersWhat has been happening 
in your club?

• Jasmine explained that funds were raised through 
a webinar featuring Natalie Isaacs, CEO of 1 
Million Women.  

• The award was offered to women in all states of 
District 23 who were taking innovative climate 
action. 

• Applications received from Tas, SA, Vic and WA. 
• Sue, Jasmine and Carole judged applications.
• Award went to Margaret Hender from Adelaide 

who set up CORENA – the first revolving solar
fund in Australia that:

• Pools small donations and loans money to 
not-for-profits to install solar and improve 
energy efficiency.

• Provides independent technical advice.
• Has grown the fund to $500,000 and lent 

over $800,000.
• Provides a non threatening way to engage 

with male dominated energy sector
• Has women in major CORENA positions 

and lends money mostly to female
dominated NFPs.

• Very difficult award to judge as applicants were all 
at different stages of their climate journey. 

• Have asked applicants to speak to us in future 
Think Tank meetings, already one has agreed.

• Sue will write a report to share with A2 Director 
Chris Frick (South Australia) and all clubs via 
Newsflash.

• Tyril Houghton advised that the Climate Champion of
the ZC Bunbury (WA) features a monthly tip for
members to reduce their carbon footprint

• Pam Sloss advised that she is the Climate Champion 
for ZC Melbourne’s East

https://corenafund.org.au/


Remember our 
survey results 

Our survey of D23 members showed we 
have:
• Opportunities to promote green 

investments, car sharing and donating to 
the Foundation. (engage pinks)

• Opportunities to promote 5Rs (shift 
yellows) ZC Perth

New members 
receive thumb 

drives of 
information in 
purse made 

from recycled 
materials.

• Due to time restraints, we skipped 
this slide in the meeting.  

• Clubs are replacing printed materials
with electronic versions and giving 
donations to the Endowment Fund in 
lieu of gifts.



Individual
Actions Mass Mailout 4 Climate  

– 20 lettercards sent to 
MPs to support Climate Bill

Letter sent to local senator 
attending COP26 to consider 

gender equality

Signed 1 Million Women’s open 
letter to PM asking him to attend 
COP26 and adopt 50% reduction 

by 2030

Emailed local 
Federal MP 
asking to sign 
Climate 
Council’s 
Emergency 
Leaders for 
Climate 
Action’s 
Community 
Protection 
Pledge

Taking action helps to reduce 
climate anxiety.  

• Due to time restraints, we skipped 
this slide in the meeting.  

• Clubs are replacing printed materials
with electronic and giving donations 
to the Endowment Fund in lieu of 
gifts.

https://1millionwomen.nationbuilder.com/im-signing-the-open-letter-to-prime-minister-scott-morrison
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/has-your-federal-mp-signed-community-protection-pledge/
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Other Business

Is there anything 
else that you would 

like to raise?
https://countdown.ted.com

Improved Climate Bill 
To be tabled in Parliament on 

Monday 18 October.
Includes an emission reduction target 

of 60% by 2030 vs 2005 levels.
https://www.zalisteggall.com.au/media_release_zal
i_steggall_mp_presents_climate_policy_solution_f
or_cop26

Monday is a big day!
Late news:  The Sharma appeal is also 

being heard on that day.  The Government 
is appealing against the court’s decision 

that the Minister of the Environment has a 
duty of care to Australian children to 

prevent climate harm.

https://countdown.ted.com/
https://www.zalisteggall.com.au/media_release_zali_steggall_mp_presents_climate_policy_solution_for_cop26
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2021/10/16/the-climate-case-that-has-the-morrison-government-scrambling#mtr


Other Business
EN-ROADS 
Climate Change Solutions 
Simulator

https://www.climateinteractive.org/tools/en-roads/the-en-roads-climate-workshop/

Would you like to 
participate in a trial 
online workshop?

Carole has recently completed training on the 
climate solutions simulator and seeks an online 

group to try it out with!  Please email 
zontasaysnow@gmail.com if you would like to 

participate via Zoom.
(Thanks to Jane Sultana, Helene Jaccomard and 

Andrew Lees for agreeing to be guinea pigs!)

https://www.climateinteractive.org/tools/en-roads/the-en-roads-climate-workshop
mailto:zontasaysnow@gmail.com


When is your 
Zonta 
anniversary?
Boost the Endowment Fund, 
(Zonta’s Future Fund)

https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/FoundationTools/MyPresentForTheFutureToolkit.pdf

Donations to the Endowment Fund are 
critical to ramp up all of our ZI programs.  

Remember this is the critical decade to close 
the gender gap

https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/FoundationTools/MyPresentForTheFutureToolkit.pdf


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW5wgWtiDx0&t=101s

Finish with a smile!

This video did 
not work 

properly in the 
meeting, so 
please click 
the link to 

watch it again!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW5wgWtiDx0&t=101s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW5wgWtiDx0&t=101s
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Next Meeting?

Saturday 4 December
1pm - 2.30 pm WA
3.30 pm - 5 pm SA

4 pm - 5.30 pm Victoria, Tasmania

Thank you everyone and 
enjoy stepping up!

Put the date in your diary today!

Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83644782341

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83644782341
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