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Presentation Notes
JULIE
Welcome to the November meeting of the Zonta Says NOW Intercontinental Think Tank. 
My name is Julie Trone and I am a member of the International Zonta Says NOW Working Group and am hosting this meeting today from Colorado in the USA. 
Please remember to keep your microphone on mute during presentations and you are welcome to ask questions or make comments in the chat line.
We will record today’s meeting, but conversations in the break-out rooms will not be in the final recording.




Today’s Journey

Welcome

Actions
Since last meeting Focus On How Climate Change Contributes To 

Violence Against Women

Karin Lange, ZC Berlin 1989, D27, Germany
Pia Hultgren, ZC Lidingo, D21, Sweden

Discussion / 
Feedback

Next Meeting

News / Other 
Business

Virtual Art Gallery Update

Julie Trone, ZC Fort Collins, D12, USA
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JULIE
AS you can see we have a full program, so let’s begin.




Welcome
• In the chat line

• Say hello
• Share where you are joining from today
• Your local time

https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day 3
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JULIE
We are delighted to welcome you all, especially first-timers to the Think Tank.  
Please use the chat line to say hello/where you are from and your local time.
Each month, we highlight a United Nations international day.  
The 25th November marks the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against women and the start of the 16 Days of Activism against gender based violence.
The 16 Days of Activism runs until 10 December, Human Rights Day. 
Today’s meeting will look at the links between the impacts of climate change and violence against women and how we can use art to raise awareness.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day


Zonta Says NOW Working Group
Back Row:
Karin Lange, ZC Berlin 1989, Germany, D27
Angela Brokmann, ZC Louisville, USA, D5
Jane Austin, ZC Minneapolis, USA, D7
Errick Elavia, ZC Bombay I, India, D25
Bobbee Cardillo, ZC Fairfax County, USA, D3

Front Row:
Carole Theobald, ZC Perth, Australia, D23
Julie Trone, ZC Fort Collins, USA, D12
Pia Hultgren, ZC Lidingo, Sweden, D21

Insets:  
Dilruba Ahmed, ZC Chittagong, Bangladesh, D25
Pamela Morgan, ZC Essex County, USA, D3
Joan Kabayambi, ZC Kampala, Uganda, D18
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Our Intercontinental Think Tank is coordinated by our Zonta Says NOW Working Group and various members will be helping with today’s meeting.
I’ll now ask Angela to explain why Zonta Says NOW.



Why does Zonta Say NOW?

Increased 
greenhouse 

gas emissions

Cause global warming and 
extreme weather events

Trigger social 
disruption

Magnify gender 
inequality

We stop the train by taking climate action and closing the gender gap

Website 

Think Tanks 

Framework for action 

Resources
PLUS links to 
resources from 
around the world!

Fact Sheet, leaflets, Action Guides
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Let’s remind ourselves why Zonta says now to gender-equal climate action.  This train was built during the industrial revolution – a time when humans started to put more greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere.
CLICK where they are accumulating, forming a blanket around the planet CLICK and causing global warming and associated extreme weather events.
CLICK Extreme droughts, fires, floods and storms trigger social disruption – causing millions of people to lose their livelihoods and homes.
CLICK This social disruption magnifies any existing inequality – including gender inequality.
CLICK Zonta Says NOW stops the train by advocating for governments to meet their obligations under the Paris Climate Agreement and closing the gender equality gaps in education, health, economic opportunity and safety.
We use three tools to achieve this:  CLICK our website, CLICK our Think Tanks and CLICK our Framework for Action.
CLICK We are guided by the Zonta International Statement on Climate Change and have links to many resources to help us on our climate journey.




Today’s Journey

Welcome

Actions
Since last meeting Focus On How Climate Change Contributes To 

Violence Against Women

Karin Lange, ZC Berlin 1989, D27, Germany
Pia Hultgren, ZC Lidingo, D21, Sweden

Discussion / 
Feedback

Next Meeting

News / Other 
Business

Virtual Art Gallery Update

Julie Trone, ZC Fort Collins, D12, USA
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Karin will tell us what has been happening since the last meeting.




Actions since Last Meeting
1. Survey of Meeting 

Dates 2023
Results: 
20 responses
Saturday 20%
Sunday 50% 
No preference 30%

Date
3rd Sunday

Most convenient 
for

Time

Jan 21 A. N and S America 6 pm UTC

Feb 18 B. Europe and Africa 10 am UTC

Mar 17 C. Asia and Oceania 3 am UTC

Apr 21 A. N and S America 6 pm UTC

May 19 B. Europe and Africa 10 am UTC

Jun 16 C. Asia and Oceania 3 am UTC

Jul 21 A. N and S America 6 pm UTC

Aug 18 B. Europe and Africa 10 am UTC

Sep 15 C. Asia and Oceania 3 am UTC

Oct 20 A. N and S America 6 pm UTC

Nov 17 B. Europe and Africa 10 am UTC

Dec 15 C. Asia and Oceania 3 am UTC

- 6 
Hours 
UTC

UTC

+2 
Hours 
UTC

+9 
Hours 
UTC
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Thanks Angela.  This is what we have been doing since the last meeting.
We asked the 340 members who had attended Intercontinental Think Tank meetings about a schedule for next year.
We want to make the dates and times as accessible as possible – so that wherever you live in the world, you have an opportunity to attend some meetings in daylight hours.
We suggested that we rotate meetings around three time zones and asked members if they would prefer the meetings on a Saturday or a Sunday.
A total of 20 members responded.  10 from North and South America, 7 from Europe/Africa and 3 from Asia/Oceania.
Of these, 50% preferred Sunday, 20% preferred Saturday and 30% had no preference.
Therefore, meetings next year will be held on Sunday.




Actions since Last Meeting
3.  Virtual Art Gallery
Starting to get submissions

Julie Trone will give an update 
later in the meeting.

2.  SOcial MEdia Team
Standards and procedures 

developed

The SOME Team
• Pia Hultgren, Sweden (Coordinator)
• Julie Trone, USA (Deputy Coordinator)
• Dee Croft, Canada
• Malin Bunnstad Ottosson, Sweden
• Mari Delos Santos, Philippines
• Carole Theobald, Australia
Plus
• Kate Edrinn, Zonta International Headquarters

Thank you for 
stepping up!
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Thanks Karin . 
Our Social Media Team has six members plus Kate Edrinn, the media specialist from Zonta International Headquarters.  Many thanks to these Zontians for stepping into the role.  We have developed some standards and procedures to keep us on track and hope that our discussions today will help us identify some new messages.
CLICK We are starting to get submissions for the Virtual Art Gallery and today Julie will give an update to inspire you!





Volunteering Opportunities

Indicate in the chat line if you would 
like to help or email 

info@zontasaysnow.org.au 

NGO CSW 68 
Team

Small team 
wanted to create 

and deliver a 
Zonta Says NOW 

online presentation 
at NGO CSW 68 

10-22 March 2024 

https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw68/

Alliances Team
Research 

opportunity!
• What organisations 

share our mission 
and values?

• Could we 
collaborate with 
them?

Short report needed 
with recommendations.
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We also have some opportunities for you to be more involved with Zonta Says NOW.
Please indicate your interest in the chat line.
We are keen to present at the NGO CSW 68 in March next year.  Would you like to help create and deliver a presentation? The theme is accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective
CLICK Also, we want to identify organisations that share our mission and values with a view to collaborating with them.  Would you like to help with this research by being part of the Alliances Team?  
Please indicate in the chat line if you would like to help out with either of these teams – or email us after the meeting.





mailto:info@zontasaysnow.org.au
https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw68/


Today’s Journey

Welcome

Actions
Since last meeting

How Climate Change Contributes 
To Violence Against Women

Karin Lange, ZC Berlin 1989, D27, Germany
Pia Hultgren, ZC Lidingo, D21, Sweden

Discussion / 
Activity / 
Feedback

Next Meeting

News / Other 
Business

Virtual Art Gallery Update

Julie Trone, ZC Fort Collins, D12, USA
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Today, we are looking at how climate change contributes to violence against women.
Over to you Angela.




SWEDEN
Population: 10.5 million
Area:  450, 295 sq km

Zonta Club of 
Lidingo, District 
21, Sweden

Pia Hultgren

https://www.cia.gov/ 

Zonta Club of 
Berlin 1989, 
District 27, 
Germany

Karin Lange

Lidingo

GERMANY
Population: 84.2 million
Area:  357,022 sq km

Berlin
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Our speakers today are Pia Hulgren and Karin Lange
Pia
Pia Hultgren is a member of the Zonta Club of Lidingo, near Stockholm in Sweden, in District 21.  
Pia is a professional meteorologist and her career has included working in the military to now presenting on TV.  
She enjoys sailing and has sailed the Atlantic several times and also sailed to Brisbane – a journey that took ten months.  
Pia is a key member of the Zonta Says NOW Working Group where she leads the social media team and was also instrumental in establishing the climate committee in District 21. 

Karin 
Karin Lange is based in Germany and is a member of the Zonta Club of Berlin 1989 in District 27.  
Karin is a PR consultant and freelance journalist specialising in political communication, corporate communication and science communication, focusing on medicine and health care. 
Karin is the press spokesperson for the Union of German Zonta Clubs, the UN Advocacy Chair for District 27 and a valued member of the Zonta Says NOW Working Group.  Karin’s advice and technical expertise laid the foundation for the international rollout of Zonta Says NOW
Over to you, Pia and Karin.

 

https://www.cia.gov/


How climate change 
contributes to 

violence against women

Graphics from UN Women:16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 25 November to 10 December 12
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The 16 Days of Activism against gender-based violence is coming up, so today we will look at how climate change contributes to intimate partner violence, sexual violence, human trafficking and sexual exploitation, female genital mutilation and child marriage.

https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/infographic/violenceagainstwomen/en/index.html#sexual


Introduction

https://oxfordre.com/naturalhazardscience/display/10.1
093/acrefore/9780199389407.001.0001/acrefore-
9780199389407-e-390 

Global investigation of over 50 studies 
between 1993 and 2020 (2022) 

Gender-based violence (GBV) increases in 
disasters around the world

In disasters, there is enormous pressure on women not to speak of men’s violence—from 
family members, friends, police, and even health professionals…

Triggers of GBV include:

Unsafe or 
insecure housing

Substance 
abuse

Stress, trauma, 
grief, loss

Relationship 
problems

Unemployment and 
economic pressures

Complex bureaucracy 
re: grants, insurance, 

rebuilding

Reduced informal 
and formal support 

and services

Restricted movement 
and transport options

Changed community 
/ different life course
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There have been many studies showing how gender-based violence increases in disasters around the world. Heat, drought, fires, floods and storms can generate potential triggers for gender-based violence such as: 
CLICK 
Unsafe or insecure housing
Substance abuse
Stress, trauma, grief and loss
Relationship problems 
CLICK
Unemployment and economic pressures
Complex bureaucratic processes regarding grants, insurance, and rebuilding
Reduced informal and formal support and services
CLICK
Restricted movement and transport options
Changed community and a different life course
CLICK The report found that in disasters, there is enormous pressure on women from family members, friends, police and even health professionals - not to speak of men’s violence.
The authors concluded that until there is effective action, the vicious circle—of disaster followed by increased GBV and strengthened patriarchal power—will continue.



https://oxfordre.com/naturalhazardscience/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199389407.001.0001/acrefore-9780199389407-e-390
https://oxfordre.com/naturalhazardscience/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199389407.001.0001/acrefore-9780199389407-e-390
https://oxfordre.com/naturalhazardscience/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199389407.001.0001/acrefore-9780199389407-e-390
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Against that background, let’s take a look at intimate partner violence.





Intimate partner violence

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/28/climate-crisis-linked-to-rising-
domestic-violence-in-south-asia-study-finds 

The study tracked 194,871 girls and women aged 15-49 from 
India, Pakistan and Nepal between 2010 and 2018. (2023)

In Madrid, a 2018 study found that 
in a heatwave, the risk of intimate 
partner femicide rose 40%
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/articl
e/abs/pii/S0048969718324446?via%3Dihub 

In Kenya, women who experienced severe weather 
events had a 60% higher odds of reporting intimate 
partner violence (2021)
    https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/23/12697  

15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A number of studies have shown the links between extreme heat and rising domestic violence.
A Yale University study, tracked nearly 200,000 girls and women who lived in India, Pakistan and Nepal.
CLICK They found that when there was a one degree Celsius increase in the average annual temperature, there was a more than 6 per cent rise in physical and sexual domestic violence.
CLICK In Madrid researchers found the risk of intimate partner femicide rose by 40 per cent in a heat wave.
CLICK In Kenya, women who experienced severe weather events, including heat waves, were 60 per cent more likely to report intimate partner violence.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/28/climate-crisis-linked-to-rising-domestic-violence-in-south-asia-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/28/climate-crisis-linked-to-rising-domestic-violence-in-south-asia-study-finds
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718324446?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718324446?via%3Dihub
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/23/12697


Intimate partner violence
Suniti’s story – India

• When the May and June heat hit, it became 
impossible for my husband to work in the fields.

• We lost our only source of income.
• He became angry because he feels helpless about 

not being able to feed the children.
• When the frustration builds up and the children are 

whining and fighting, he takes it out on me.
• He beats the children too.
• He regrets hitting the children later.
• The next day, when he still can’t go out and earn, he 

does it again.

16
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We read so many statistics, but what does this mean for women.
This is Suniti’s story – she lives in India.
When the May and June heat hit and it became impossible for my husband to work in the fields, we would lose our only source of income. “He becomes angry because he feels helpless about not being able to feed the children.
When the frustration builds up and the children are whining and fighting, he takes it out on me. He also beats them too. He regrets hitting the children later but the next day, when he still can’t go out and earn, he does it again.”



Source:  Gender and Disaster Australia  https://genderanddisaster.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/VIGNETTE-FINAL.pdf

Comment from bushfire survivors in Australia

17
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After major bushfires in Australia, survivors talked about their experience with gender-based violence. This comment was chilling.
Emma said:  It’s like he died.  It’s like I’m a widow – but the corpse is still here to beat me up.



18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at sexual violence.




Sexual violence

https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2022/07/climate-
change-exacerbates-violence-against-women-and-
girls#:~:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%2080,Hi
gh%20Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights. 

Women who are displaced
• At greater risk of violence, including sexual violence, 

in emergency shelters, tents, camps
• If women report the violence, they may be imprisoned

Women who are left behind
• When men leave home to seek a living elsewhere, women 

and children are left to fend for themselves.
• This makes them vulnerable to violence and sexual 

exploitation.
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When women are displaced, they are at greater risk of violence, including sexual violence. 
While they sleep, wash, bathe or dress in emergency shelters, tents or camps, the risk of sexual violence is a tragic reality of their lives as migrants or refugees.
There are reports of migrant women who have suffered sexual violence while under the protection of the authorities and who, upon reporting it, instead of being protected, have been imprisoned.
In families where men left home to seek a living elsewhere, women and children were left to fend for themselves, which made them vulnerable to violence and sexual exploitation.
CLICK
In the USA, following Hurricane Katrina, the rate of rape among women displaced to trailer parks rose 53.6 times the baseline rate in Mississippi for that year.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2022/07/climate-change-exacerbates-violence-against-women-and-girls#:%7E:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%2080,High%20Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2022/07/climate-change-exacerbates-violence-against-women-and-girls#:%7E:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%2080,High%20Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2022/07/climate-change-exacerbates-violence-against-women-and-girls#:%7E:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%2080,High%20Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2022/07/climate-change-exacerbates-violence-against-women-and-girls#:%7E:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%2080,High%20Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights


Sexual Violence
Sex as currency

• Food vendors, farmers or landowners 
• Trade sex with women 
• in exchange for food or rent.

• Women may try to negotiate providing 
labour in exchange for food

• In Kenya, fish for sex (Jaboya system) 
leads to high prevalence of HIV

Photo: Pexels

https://www.undp.org/blog/why-climate-change-fuels-violence-against-women 
https://grist.org/justice/the-climate-crisis-is-putting-women-in-danger-study-finds/ 
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/12/26/789129312/no-sex-for-fish-how-women-in-a-fishing-village-are-fighting-for-power 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sometimes sex is used as currency.
In Uganda, climate changes have increased crop failure, livestock loss and food insecurity.
Some food vendors, farmers or landowners insist on trading sex with women in exchange for food or rent.  Often attempts by women to negotiate providing labour in exchange for food are rejected.
In Lake Victoria in Kenya, men catch the fish, and women sell it.  
Overfishing, agricultural run-off and warming temperatures have led to fewer fish in the lake. 
Fishermen weren't catching enough to supply all the women fishmongers - so the fishermen started the Jaboya system: give me sex, and I'll make sure you get fish to sell.  
For many women, the survival of their family depends on getting fish to sell, so they felt they had to comply.  
The fishermen travel from village to village, with many sexual partners and do not like to use condoms, so there is a high prevalence of HIV.
 


https://www.undp.org/blog/why-climate-change-fuels-violence-against-women
https://grist.org/justice/the-climate-crisis-is-putting-women-in-danger-study-finds/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/12/26/789129312/no-sex-for-fish-how-women-in-a-fishing-village-are-fighting-for-power


Adapted from figure 3 in https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1619 

Verbal and sexual harassment

Physical assault/ attack 

Sexual harassment / assault / rape / ‘bride’ abductions

Fighting between water gatherers 
due to long queues

Transactional sex between water 
vendors and women/girls

Long distances and isolation at water 
sources, predictability of schedules, 
darkness, and vegetation cover 
facilitate targeting of women to:

Isolation of water collection 
points and male control of water 
points contribute to:

Insufficient water in the 
household can cause:

Verbal disputes / violence

Intergenerational physical violence to 
enforce water collection roles

Physical violence for failing to meet 
prescribed gender roles, requesting 
help to collect water, or taking too long 
to fetch water.

Punishment of daughters-in-law for 
failing to provide sufficient water

Water 
insecurity and 
gender-based 

violence in sub-
Saharan Africa 
and South Asia 
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Globally, women and girls bear the brunt of water acquisition, distribution, and related household tasks. 
Climate change is leading to more drought or more polluted water sources, and women and girls must walk further to access safe water.  
Water insecurity can trigger gender-based violence in the home, walking to collection points and at collection points.
CLICK
For example, if there is insufficient water in the household, this can generate verbal disputes and violence.  Violence could be directed towards children to enforce water collection roles.
Women and girls may be physically abused if they don’t provide sufficient water, or ask for help to collect water, or take too long to collect the water.
CLICK 
Women and girls cannot easily change their water collection routines, making it easy for men to target them with sexual harassment, physical assault, rape or abduction throughout the water collection process.
CLICK
In addition, when the women and girls arrive at the water collection points, there may be fights due to long queues and they may be required to perform transactional sex.
When the water is collected – the women and girls must make the return journey – knowing they have to go through the same thing tomorrow.




https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/iucn
-srjs-briefs-wehrd-gbv-en_0.pdf 
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Let us not forget the women environmental human rights defenders who face gender-based violence in defense of land, natural resources and human rights.
The IUCN reported that between 2015-16 in Central America there were 2,197 documented attacks against women defenders.
Nearly a third were intimidation and psychological harassment.
21 women defenders were murdered with another 44 attempted murders.  
Over half of the assailants were police, military personnel, public officials or government authorities.

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/iucn-srjs-briefs-wehrd-gbv-en_0.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/iucn-srjs-briefs-wehrd-gbv-en_0.pdf
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Now let’s look at human trafficking.  




https://cdn.walkfree.org/co
ntent/uploads/2020/10/191
30043/WF-Stacked-Odds-
20210517.pdf Where there is more slavery, there is more gender inequality

24
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Today, 1 in 130 women and girls globally is living in modern slavery.
This map shows that in countries where there is more slavery – shown in red - there is also more gender inequality – shown by bigger circles.
Countries in Africa and Asia are most at risk for both gender inequality and slavery.

https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2020/10/19130043/WF-Stacked-Odds-20210517.pdf
https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2020/10/19130043/WF-Stacked-Odds-20210517.pdf
https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2020/10/19130043/WF-Stacked-Odds-20210517.pdf
https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2020/10/19130043/WF-Stacked-Odds-20210517.pdf


Human Trafficking
Onima’s story – Bangladesh

• We didn’t have any wage-earning brother
• My sisters and I used to grow spinach and other vegetables to 

sell in the market, not far from the border with India. 
• During storms and floods, it was impossible to grow 

crops, and so we used to live in complete poverty. 
• A female trader at the market saw that my family was in crisis 

and offered to help.
• She claimed that domestic helpers abroad earned US$80 a 

month, ten times my income.
• I trusted the woman and went with her to India.
• The woman left me in the care of a brothel owner in Mumbai.
• I managed to escape and made my way back to Bangladesh. 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/GLO-
ACTII/UNODC_Climate-TIP-SOM_Policy_Paper.pdf

Photo: Pixabay
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Climate change can be a trigger for human trafficking as demonstrated by Onima’s story – she lives in Bangladesh. She says:
We didn’t have any wage-earning brother, so we sisters used to grow spinach and other vegetables to sell in the market, not far from the border with India. 
During storms and floods, it was impossible to grow crops and so we used to live in complete poverty. 
There was a woman who would regularly come by to try and sell her goods, often striking up conversation with the family when she did. 
At the time we were in crisis, she said she could help. 
She claimed that as a domestic helper abroad, I could earn US$80 each month, which was about ten times what I had been earning at the market. 
Given our situation, it was difficult to say no. After a few days, we rode a motorbike together to the border, then walked to the other side. 
We went to the train station, where we met another man and the woman left me. 
Eventually we reached Mumbai, where I worked in a brothel. 
One day, the brothel owner took me and others in the brothel to the market, to show me off. 
I ran away and found a police officer, who rescued me. 
Now I’m back in Bangladesh and being supported by an NGO.




Human Trafficking
Is this advert legitimate – or is it the first 

step on a human trafficking journey?

Photo: Pexels
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When communities are destroyed and housing is in short supply, women can be very vulnerable.  
Adverts like this one appear after disasters – is it from someone trying to help – or is it the first step on a human trafficking journey?
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How does female genital mutilation fit with climate change?  




Female Genital Mutilation
Margaret’s story – Kenya

• I lived in a Maasai community in Southern Kenya.
• Our community was dramatically hit by drought.
• All of my father’s cows died last year.
• Our family depends on cows, there is no other option.
• My father could no longer afford to send me to school.
• My father and grandfather looked for a source of income.
• They planned to have me circumcised (female genital mutilation) 

and married off for a dowry.
• They only get five cows, sugar, and blankets and then it is over –

you are married off.
• I escaped to a rescue centre for girls.
• (FGM is illegal in Kenya)

https://jhr.ca/kenya-how-climate-change-is-driving-fgm-and-early-
marriages#:~:text=Climate%20change%20can%20be%20an,climate%2
0change%20is%20exacerbating%20both.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
Nxtzixcnuus 

Photo: Pexels
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This story describes the link.
Margaret is 19 and comes from a Maasai community in southern Kenya that was dramatically hit by the drought. All of her father’s cows died last year.
 “You know our family depends on cows,” she said. “There is no other option.” 
Her father could no longer afford to pay for her schooling, so he pulled her out. 
Looking for a source of income, he and her grandfather prepared to have her circumcised (female genital mutilation) and married off for a dowry. 
“They only get five cows, sugar, blankets and then it is over, you are married off,” she said. 
Margaret escaped to a rescue centre that helps girls and young women in her situation.  
Female Genital Mutilation has been illegal in Kenya since 2011 – but the law is not well enforced.
FGM is closely linked to our final form of violence…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nxtzixcnuus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nxtzixcnuus
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UN Women points out that child marriage usually means an end to girl’s education, vocation and her right to make life choices. Research confirms that girls who marry in childhood are at greater risk for intimate partner violence than girls of the same age who marry later.




How the impacts of 
climate disasters can 
increase risk of child 
marriage

Health services and nutrition 
interrupted. Unintended 

pregnancy increases risk of 
child marriage.

Droughts, floods, and other 
disasters affect family 

income. Financial pressure 
to turn to child marriage to 

reduce costs. 

Travelling to school may be 
dangerous or schools may be 
shelters.  Being out of school 

increases risk of child 
marriage.

Disruption of child protection 
services, law enforcement and 

schools.  Separated from 
friends and family. Child 
marriage used to protect 

daughters from strangers.

Adapted from diagram 3 in 
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.
net/pdf/STC_Global_Girlhood_Report_
2023.pdf/ 
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Save the Children’s Global Girlhood report shows how the impacts of climate disasters can increase the risk of child marriage in four ways.
Firstly, when health and nutrition services are interrupted girls’ sexual and reproductive health needs are not met. This can increase unintended pregnancies and disability, both of which increase girls’ risk of being married as children.
CLICK Travelling to school may become dangerous, roads may be closed temporarily, or schools may become shelters.  Girls are more likely than boys to be taken out of school for safety reasons and less likely to be supported to return after a period away from school.  Being out of school increases a girl’s risk for marriage.
CLICK Climate events affect family income, and families under financial pressure may turn to child marriage to help reduce the cost of providing for one of their daughters.
CLICK
Climate disasters can disrupt the systems that help to keep girls safe from violence, like child protection services, law enforcement, schools and informal protection from friends and family.  Some families see child marriage as a way to protect their daughters from strangers.

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/STC_Global_Girlhood_Report_2023.pdf/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/STC_Global_Girlhood_Report_2023.pdf/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/STC_Global_Girlhood_Report_2023.pdf/


Child Marriage

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/global-girlhood-report-2023-girls-at-the-centre-of-the-storm/ 

• Globally, nearly 9 million girls face extreme risk of 
climate disasters and child marriage every year. 

• Many girls in the hotspot countries are struggling 
with a hunger crisis. 
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Hotspots where girls face the dual threat of high climate risk and high risk of child marriage are found in sub-Saharan Africa (especially the Sahel Region) and Asia.
Globally, nearly 9 million girls face extreme risk of climate disasters and child marriage every year. 
Many girls in the hotspot countries are also struggling with the worst of the current hunger crisis. 



https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/global-girlhood-report-2023-girls-at-the-centre-of-the-storm/


Child Marriage

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/global-
girlhood-report-2023-girls-at-the-centre-of-the-storm/ 32
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This is what women and girls on the front line of child marriage are saying.
Amina a climate activist in Somalia says:  We are seeing and living the climate crisis.  We have seen the drought ruin our farm.  Now the sun is very hot, everything is so dry and the trees are dying.  You can’t walk along the road because the dust is so bad.  The dust is everywhere…without climate change I would have had a better life.  That is something that really upsets me.
CLICK
In Mozambique, a young woman said – I was pressured toget married when I was 15 years old because we were starving at home…girls think that by getting married their living conditions will improve…but not always…everything depends on luck.
CLICK
In Kenya, a young woman said, due to climate change, parents are losing their only source of livelihoods, which is livestock, and they are committing suicide.  Children are left as orphans and they may die due to hunger.


https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/global-girlhood-report-2023-girls-at-the-centre-of-the-storm/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/global-girlhood-report-2023-girls-at-the-centre-of-the-storm/


Child Marriage

10% increase or decrease 
in rainfall 

is associated with a 
1% increase in child marriage

https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-
marriage-within-reach/ 
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UNICEF’s report entitled Is an end to child marriage within reach? highlights that at the current pace, the world is at least 300 years away from ending child marriage.
It also stated that for every ten per cent increase or decrease in rainfall, there is a one per cent increase in child marriage.
For example, Pakistan has made significant strides in reducing child marriage, halving prevalence over the past two decades. The intense rainfall and flooding in 2022 would correlate to an 18 per cent increase in the prevalence of child marriage, equivalent to erasing five years of progress.
So we have described a few of the links between climate change and gender-based violence, but what do we do about it?


https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-marriage-within-reach/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-marriage-within-reach/


https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-
library/publications/2022/03/tackling-violence-against-women-and-
girls-in-the-context-of-climate-change 

What can we do? Climate action is an essential 
component in the ongoing 
fight to eliminate violence 
against women and girls
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Climate action is an essential component in the ongoing fight to eliminate violence against women and girls.
This CSW 66 position paper from 2022, summarises the situation well and includes a poster outlining some recommendations that can be taken.

https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2022/03/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-the-context-of-climate-change
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2022/03/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-the-context-of-climate-change
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2022/03/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-the-context-of-climate-change


Graphics from UN Women:16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 25 November to 10 December
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And the recommendations are shown in this graphic.
Public and private sectors work together to finance and implement evidence-driven laws
Develop evidence-driven prevention strategies.
Provide affordable, survivor-centred services
Obtain flexible funding from states, private sector, foundations and other donors to support autonomous girl-led and women’s rights organisations to end gendered violence.
Increase access to funding for gender-just climate solutions, especially at the grassroots level
Include women and girls in decision-making, leadership roles and environmental governance to support the creation of a green economy.
Apply community-based cooperative models to build resilience, including equal land tenure security for men and women.
Create an enabling environment by gathering gendered environment statistics.  We can’t improve it, if we don’t measure it.
 


https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/infographic/violenceagainstwomen/en/index.html#sexual


https://zonta.org/Web/Web/Programs/International_Service_Projects_Home.aspx?hkey=0f2cc1c6-6d4d-4b4a-b7c3-a71b81356527

Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste

Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, India, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Sierra Leone, Uganda, Yemen, Zambia
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Knowing what we have learned today, it makes us realise just how important Zonta International’s programs are.
Our flagship campaigns of Zonta Says NOW to gender-equal climate action, and Zonta says NO to violence against women, raise awareness of the problems and work to close the gender gaps.  Through these programs you can take personal action.
CLICK
By supporting the Zonta Foundation for Women, we can continue to fund our international service programs around the world that help women and girls face the combined and interrelated challenges of climate change and gender-based violence.





Please use this presentation to raise 
awareness of the links between climate 

change and violence against women

Let’s build a 
better world for women and girls.

Thank you.
Graphics from UN Women16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 25 November to 10 December

zonta.org
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During the 16 days of activism,  please use this presentation and the references in it to raise awareness of the links between climate change and violence against women
Let’s build a better world for women and girls.
Thank you.

https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/infographic/violenceagainstwomen/en/index.html#sexual
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Pia/Karin
Let’s discuss what we have just learned.




Discussion – Food Security

What messages can we use for the 16 days of activism to show 
how climate change contributes to violence against women?

The messages will be forwarded to the 
Zonta Says NOW Social Media Team.

In Break-out Rooms
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ANGELA
Thanks to Pia and Karin for their presentation.
In our break-out rooms today, we want to focus on 1 question – that we shared in the agenda.
What messages can we use for the 16 days of activism to show how climate change contributes to violence against women?
Ideally we need very short messages that can be used on social media.
We will have around 20 minutes to discuss these issues in the breakout rooms.
Thank you all for sharing your thoughts in our breakout rooms.  Together let’s listen to a snapshot of what each of our breakout rooms discussed:   
Summary from breakout rooms
Pia
Karen
Bobbee
Angela
Errick
Joan
Pamela
Dilruba
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Angela
Now Julie will explain how art has an impact on our lives and can create positive action for our climate.
Julie Trone is a member of the Zonta Club of Fort Collins in Colorado USA and leads our Virtual Art Gallery team.



Create Change through Art
To Build A Better World for Women and Girls
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Presentation Notes
Julie
Hello everyone
Historically art has been part of humanity since the beginning as we have seen in ancient hieroglyphics, renderings on rock walls, cave paintings, jewelry, and pottery.



How  does art create 
change?

 Building awareness engages curiosity

 Curiosity improves understanding of the issues

 Understanding leads to compassion and 
empathy

 Compassion and empathy leads to action

Photograph of street art  in Tallinn, Estonia 
Photographed by Julie Trone
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Today let’s take a glimpse of how art can build a better world for women and girls by asking our selves ‘How does art create change?
Art is an intellectual and emotional stimulant.  It can put us in a positive or negative space, inspire us, teach us, create awareness and motivate us.  
The first step in change is being aware of the situation we are presented.  Through art this occurs often as humans are quite visual and many do not enjoy reading.  Awareness builds in us and for some we become curious.  
Curiosity improves understanding because we search for meaning and answers to quell or even increase our curiosity.  
Understanding is the bridge to compassion and empathy, two emotions that are necessary in our lives to improve the lives of others.  
These emotions are the catalysts of action.  Sounds like a chemical reaction doesn’t it?  It truly is an physiologically based chemical reaction!




Activism: A form of action
 Activism is a movement, self inspired or in groups, that influences change 

in thought and behavior. 

 Social justice is often the reason for activism. 
 Climate justice, gender equality and equity narrow  the gender gap, empowers 

women and girls, and improves the environment.  It is a form of social justice 

Let’s look at forms of art and activism related to climate change

You don’t have to 
accept the world as 
it is. You can make it 
into the world as it 
should and could be.
-Former President, Barack Obama
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One area of art that that is more and more pronounced is its role in activism.  
Not only are the signs we see from protestors art – the written word and graphics on signs can create an emotional response. 
Painting, sculpture, dance, theater, and digital art are all examples of using art to influence change.  
Let’s look at forms of art and activism related to climate change.



Art 
is a 

Voice

Destruction      

Artistic expression

Community action

Information gathering

Art Destruction:
Is this climate action?
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Art is a voice – today we will explore four types of voices – destruction, expression, action and information gathering.  
Art Destruction is one of the more controversial types of art but it does get attention.  I believe that is the point. 
The young women in the photo are part of the Just Say Oil art destruction movement which was formed by a young woman whose family made their fortune in oil.  She digressed and is trying to make a difference.  Think about – is this type of art a representation of our young minds in the world?  Is this climate action?



What is worth more,      
art or life?

Is it worth more than 
food, worth more than 

justice?

-Author unknown

Art Destruction for climate action

Zonta International and Zonta Says NOW 
do not condone art destruction.  

The protestors from Just Stop Oil understand the intentionality of the shock factor; 
they receive international attention for their actions. 

Are they using their voice and activism to educate about climate change?  Not all agree.

Photo:  Antonio Olmos/The Guardian 45
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Zonta International and its affiliates do not condone this form of art. 



Artistic 
Expression

Children engage in 
using their voice 

through art.

Adults as well.

Artist Sanjay Sundram asked kids across Ottawa and India to paint climate 
change for their parents.  Over 700 children responded.  

See more at:  https://www.cbc.ca/newsinteractives/features/art-climate-change-kids-ottawa 46

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expression is the most common reason for artists to use their voice.  
This art project is one that attracted many young artists to express their feelings about the planet and climate change. 
If articulation and other forms of activism through the written or spoken word is not accepted, welcomed, or there is an inability to express oneself this way art has proven to be a powerful method of learning what the artist is thinking and feeling. 
Zonta clubs can do the same in their communities to prove that climate change is real and action is urgent.



Climate 
Change

Activism
Through 

Art

Fadzai Mwakutuya

Climate Change Creative
Video: BBC Scotland 47

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This video is a representation of activism through art.  Watch video.



Combining Art 
and 

Climate Data

Video: Google Arts & Culture - https://artsandculture.google.com/story/10-ways-to-explore-
climate-data-through-artistic-experiments/dAURnqK6udbDWA?hl=en 48

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Information gathering in the form of data has formed a visual relationship with art.  
For those of us, like myself, that find a visual depiction of data more informative than looking at spreadsheets, this type of art can be educational and create inspiration to act to make a difference.  
Let’s look at this video to see how climate data has been recreated into an art form.  There are two topics, water and food.  Watch video.



Community 
Action

Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge winner 2023

Voice
Collaboration
Change

Video: https://www.bloomberg.org/videos/how-anchorage-alaskas-public-art-
project-addresses-climate-change/ 49

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community action as we well know includes using our voice, collaborating with our community partners and likeminded groups and individuals, and eliciting change.  
This short video is one of many by the Bloomberg Philanthropies who runs a public art challenge each year.  Watch video.




ArtCOP21
Climate 
Festival

 A global festival of cultural 
activity on climate change

 Theme:  Climate is Culture

 550 events

 54 countries

Photos from: https://www.capefarewell.com/artcop21/ 50
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At COP21 a global art festival arose.  I was not able to find this effort in subsequent years however it is certain that there is some form of artistic expression at every COP including activists holding signs to show their stance.



Use your Voice
Collaborate

Act NOW

Photo: Taken and edited by  Julie Trone, Antigua, Guatemala 51
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At COP21 a global art festival arose.  I was not able to find this effort in subsequent years however it is certain that there is some form of artistic expression at every COP including activists holding signs to show their stance.
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Presentation Notes
Our Virtual Art Gallery is still awaiting submissions.  We have four already and hope to have more by December 18.  Please share this within your club, Z club, and Golden Z club.  
Let’s give Zontians a way to show their passion for climate action through art.   Thank you.
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PIA
Thanks Julie.  What else has been happening ?




Defining Equality, Equity, and Justice

Climate justice (also called 
environmental justice) :

It is the disproportionate 
impacts of climate change on 
low-income communities, 
communities of color, 
undeveloped and less 
developed countries and 
island nations.

Equality, equity, and justice 
are the prescription for 
gender equal climate action.

Graphic: https://www.mobilizegreen.org/blog/2018/9/30/environmental-equity-vs-environmental-justice-whats-the-difference 54

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA
Julie kindly shared this useful slide that defines, equality, equity and justice.




NEWS …
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PIA
District 21 has been very busy raising awareness of the links between climate change and gender inequality.
Johan Rockstrom, Director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research and Professor in Earth System Science at the University of Potsdam was the guest speaker at a District 21 Inspiration webinar on 11 November.  
Johan is most famous for his work on Breaking Boundaries and featured with David Attenborough in the documentary Breaking Boundaries in 2021 on Netflix. 
He recently co-authored a book called Earth for All that includes Empowering Women as one of the five strategies for creating a sustainable world



NEWS …

District 21 Governor Marika Rindborg Holmgren had two articles printed in Swedish newspapers 
(Google translation…)
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PIA
District 21 Governor, Marika Rindborg Holmgren had two articles printed in Swedish newspapers – the headline for this one has been translated using Google translate.



NEWS … COP 28 Dubai

57https://unfccc.int/cop28 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jul/13/what-is-the-uae-cop28-plan-of-climate-action  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA
Be aware that COP28 is meeting in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates from 30 November to 12 December.
COP28 will include the finalisation of the first Global Stocktake of the implementation of the Paris Agreement (a process that takes two years).  
COP 28 covers many issues and will have 4 cross-cutting themes:
Fast-tracking the energy transition and slashing emissions before 2030 – to keep the world on track for a 1.5°C future;
Mobilizing for the most inclusive COP ever;
Putting nature, people, lives, and livelihoods at the heart of climate action; and
Transforming climate finance, by delivering on old promises and setting the framework for a new deal on finance – so that developing countries are in a better position to respond to the climate crisis.
Gender equality is mostly covered on Monday 4 December, though there are also presentations on 3 December, 5 December and 9 December. 

https://unfccc.int/cop28
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jul/13/what-is-the-uae-cop28-plan-of-climate-action


NEWS … COP 28
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https://unfccc.int/cop28 

• 3 Dec 15:30-17:00 The Climate, Gender, and Conflict Nexus: Exploring Challenge and Solutions 
(Georgetown University)

• 3 Dec 10:00-13:00 Global Tolerance Alliance (UAE Ministry Of Tolerance And Coexistence)

• 4 Dec 10:00-11:00 Voices And Ventures: Women Driving Climate Solutions (World Bank)

• 4 Dec 11:30-13:00 Walking the Talk: Gender Equality in Paris Agreement (European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development)

• 4 Dec 15:00-18:00 Arab Women Leaders’ Summit with WiSER (COP28 and Women’s Institute for Secondary 
Education and Research)

• 4 Dec 16:00-17:30 Ministerial Dialogue On Gender-responsive Just Transitions and Climate Finance 
(COP28)

• 5 Dec 18:30-19:30 COP28 Indigenous Peoples Dialogue (COP28 and Climate Champions Team)

• 9 Dec 11:30-13:00 Global Gender Stocktake (COP28 and UN Women)

Sessions on the Gender Theme

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PIA
These are the sessions with a gender theme.  It will be interesting to see what comes from COP28. 
Will negotiators phase out fossil fuels or will it be a phase down?  
Will there be a breakthrough in finance for developing countries?
What will be the results of the Global Gender Stocktake?
We will provide a summary at the December meeting.

https://unfccc.int/cop28


What’s 
your 
present 
for the 
future?
Help to boost the 
Foundation’s 
Endowment Fund 
(Zonta’s Future Fund)

https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1640.don
ation=form1&df_id=1640&mfc_pref=T

Consider the 
Foundation when 
you update your 

Will!

How about donating an amount for 
each day of the 16 Days of Activism?
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PIA
Finally, please consider donating to the Foundation and the Endowment fund whenever you can!
Our projects to help women and girls can only happen with your donations.  
This month is every member every November – so do your part and donate to the Foundation today! 
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Presentation Notes
Now, over to Julie to talk about our next meeting.



Next Meeting

Sunday 17 December
6 – 7.30 pm UTC

Register at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcOGs
qjwqHtfW_JoQ0DkbHry3pcPQTLxW

The video and slides from today’s meeting will be uploaded to www.zontasaysnow.org.au 
61
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JULIE
That will be on Sunday 17 December from 6pm to 7.30 pm UTC.  Please register for this meeting now, so that the date will be in your calendar.
The slides and video from today’s meeting will be uploaded to our working page. 

http://www.zontasaysnow.org.au/


Intercontinental 
Think Tank

Thank you
Resources: zonta.org [Under Causes]  - includes Virtual Art Gallery
Draft resources, meeting notes, videos: www.zontasaysnow.org.au
Email: info@zontasaysnow.org.au 
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JULIE
Thank you again to Pia, Karin and Julie for your presentations and to all of you for the great discussions and for the team in hosting today’s event.
Remember, through our gender-equal climate action, we are building a better world for women and girls.
Please check out the Zonta Says NOW resources on the websites and start creating your artwork for the Virtual Art Gallery.
 If you have any questions please email me at info@zontasaysnow.org.au.    
Until next month, keep breathing, keep smiling and have fun!
Bye!

http://www.zontasaysnow.org.au/
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